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After two years in the Honours Mathematics programme I decided that I needed to add some 
variety to my studies. Although I was still determined to complete the programme, I began 
taking some English courses. The English courses  brought a balance to my curriculum which 
enabled me to complete an honours degree in both Mathematics and English. 
 
One of my favourite university professors was Paul Beam. In my final year he encouraged me to 
apply to the Masters Programme in English. Although I was accepted into the programme I 
decided instead to pursue an MBA which ultimately resulted in a career in Finance. 
 
I had often thought of giving something back to the people and institutions that had helped me 
along. When I retired I created the Masternak Foundation which supports a number of 
charitable causes and will continue to do so into the future. 
 
I had two motivations in establishing the scholarships in English. Firstly, I financed my university 
studies through summer jobs, student loans, and scholarships. The scholarships made a 
significant contribution to my finances. Secondly, English has had a generational impact by 
passing on my appreciation of English to my son. When he was young our nightly ritual included 
reading before bedtime. Readings included the original Hardy Boys, James Thurber, The Hobbit, 
and many others. He graduated with Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Engineering and 
despite his rigorous workload he always found time to do some reading. 
 
Finally, at the risk of offending as many engineers as I can, I have an observation offered by my 
son: English is fundamentally important. Anyone who spends the majority of their life working 
with Engineers knows that. 
 


