
*reference Visual Product (the photos I photoshopped and edited, on Page 6 of this document, 
and the mock Instagram profile itself on Page 7. The below text is my analysis of my work.

Visual Product Assignment 

 In the age of social media, apps have become the ultimate tool of persuasion. With the 

ability to tell ones story being placed in the hands of users, so comes the power to control how 

information is shared. In being able to mould the opinions and perspectives of those who engage 

with particular content, societal stereotypes can be both challenged or reinforced. With my mock 

Instagram profile, my rhetorical purpose was to embody this idea of the power social media can 

have when it comes to controlling societal expectations around beauty. With accounts that have 

large followings, their power, influence, and ethos, comes from users listening and engaging with 

what they have to say. In creating my visual product I first began with my Instagram account’s 

following. By taking the following count of Beyonce’s profile, I intended to display the 

staggering fanbase her account delivers messages to - while following no one in return. This ratio 

displays how large accounts can accumulate a following without interacting with anyone else’s 

content. In this, ethos can be created by simply having a large audience to share to, with more 

users trusting content that is also seen and engaged with by many others. 

 As for the posts on the account, I utilized media blending for the images to combine 

classic works of art with modern day beauty standards. In this juxtaposition of these images, it is 

shown that modern day’s beauty standards take away from the renowned artistic pieces. Though 

aspects of these artworks do not align with what would be considered beautiful today, it is in 

these unconventional traits that the true beauty within the image is found. To see Frida Kahlo 

with perfect eyebrows, Mona Lisa with full lips, or Venus with a slim toned waist, brings an 

element of humour and ridiculousness to the posts. If we don’t expect works of art to have 
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societally accepted features, why pressure ourselves? Placing these images and their messages on 

an account that has a large following and can craft the opinions of millions, displays the 

rhetorical power that can be held when it comes to challenging societal stereotypes on powerful 

platforms.

 Being inspired by Richard Hamilton’s pop art collages that challenged traditional values 

while collectively showed what was appreciated in society, led me to take a similar approach 

when creating my individual posts and Instagram feed overall. The collage aspect of my posts 

made the account seem appealingly eclectic and visually attention grabbing. While each post 

itself is a basic collage, the feed overall when observed from the outside is also like a collage in 

itself. All the images work harmoniously together and create a pleasing aesthetic for the account. 

Through having a well planned out and balanced Instagram feed, more authority is given to the 

account, appealing to pathos and the viewers’ emotions further by creating a sense of calm or 

appreciation for the time the account spent making their content appealing.

 Through use of interesting proportions close in proximity the images are made to overlap, 

with new media in the foreground and the classic art pieces in the background. This, in pairing 

with people knowing how most of the art looks normally, creates a sense of surprise and 

captivates their attention. Unity is also heavily employed, as the images all together appear 

cohesive on the feed itself. Through use of warm yellow centered images forming a pattern 

around the middle image, with cool green toned posts placed in the outer corners, a visual unity 

is further appealed to through blue, green and yellow Triadic colour schemes and monochromatic 

backgrounds. By use of vertical orientation in the individual images, in pairing with the 

seemingly chaotic imbalance of elements found in some of the posts, their features stand out and 

2



grab the attention of the viewers. With focalization, the feed and account overall are viewed from 

the perspective of a follower looking in at this account, and the messages it promotes around 

beauty standards. Many of the faces stare straight ahead on the feed, gazing into the eyes of the 

viewer and challenging their notions around what is thought to be beautiful. Texture within these 

images also change, as most artifacts featured are paintings contrasted with photographic images. 

These textural changes within the posts that can be seen also create an appealing and intriguing 

aspect to the feed. The tone of some images comes off as more silly, while some appear more 

serious and raw critiques of societal standards. This diversity in tone also keeps the images fresh 

and exciting, as opposed to having one monotonous tone throughout. In juxtaposing the style of 

the images, some being expressionist, some abstract and more, dialogue around subjective reality 

is promoted. Since varying art styles are meant to critique the fluidity of reality as a concept, 

style blurring can also apply to the rhetoric of societal beauty standards. Since beauty, like 

reality, is subjective, providing multiple art styles gives a holistic angle to what “beautiful” can 

mean. 

 Through using a platform like Instagram, visual rhetoric is truly able to be explored. This 

platform is more visually centered than many others. By making my images free of text/image 

interaction, the message of the account is able to be delivered in a way that each person can 

discover on their own, free of blatant descriptions. By using media manipulation and employing 

sharing via the social media platform, classic art pieces are given a new purpose. Being 

reimagined as a new message through media blending, these pieces are able to create a new 

rhetoric around societal standards and what it truly means to be beautiful. 
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