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Dear Arty Friends,

 

I commented several weeks ago that I was guessing the novelty of WFH was probably
wearing off. I’m pretty sure it has utterly and completely worn off by now, and that some of
you may be feeling quarantigue. I want to remind everyone that in spite of the alone-ness,
you really aren’t alone, or at least you aren’t really “private” – in fact, I think this is a pretty
unprecedented time, in which most of us probably know what most of the rest of us are
doing at any given moment. Furthermore, some of you may actually be wishing you could
have some alone time. Please keep in mind, if things are rough, that there is assistance
available – don’t hesitate to reach out.

 

And this has been a particularly rough couple of weeks. As if COVID wasn’t bad enough on
its own, we’ve been brought starkly face to face yet again with the continuing ugliness of
racism and its impact on our society. The University, and the Faculty of Arts, have made
statements condemning these dreadful events, but it’s so clear that words are not enough.
As you may be aware from some of the messaging of this past week, the University is
preparing to offer equity training to its leadership (I’ve already signed up) and subsequently
to other members of the community (for other measures the University is putting in place,
see here). If there is a positive side to any of this, it lies in the response that so many have
felt compelled to make, standing up and speaking out. Many of our students have
contacted me and others, calling on the University to address racism within its own
community and to take on a leadership role in confronting the continued systemic
inequities that have such devastating impact on Black, Indigenous, and other racialized
minorities.

 

I’m conscious of how much I personally have to learn and expand my own understanding.
In the message I sent out last week, I noted that I want to hear suggestions from members
of our Arts community on how we can do better – I’ve already heard from many of you, for
which thank you so much. If you check out our statement on the Arts website, you’ll find a
link that will allow you to send in any ideas you may have. I also want to draw your
attention to an upcoming “Beyond The Headlines” event (July 15): Responding to inequity
in our post-COVID world. The event will be moderated by Craig Norris (KW CBC), and will
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feature Katy Fulfer (Philosophy), Mikal Skuterud (Economics), and Christopher Taylor
(History).

 

June 1 was the deadline for our first-year applicants to confirm their offers of admission.
You may already have heard by now that the number of confirmations is gratifyingly – if

surprisingly – high. As of June 4th, the confirmations for the University as a whole stand at
132% of target (confirmations = 9009, target = 6829). Arts confirmations are at 120% of
target (1723/1430). This is certainly better news than we were expecting, but I do need to
caution you not to be too overly optimistic (the nature of “good news” these days: “Hey,
here’s some really good news – just don’t let it cheer you up!”). As you all know, there is
always attrition after the June 1 confirmation date, and the real date that matters is the
November 1 count date. All our forecasts suggest that the attrition rate will be noticeably
higher than usual this year, and we really can’t judge how high it might be. Still, we weren’t
expecting the confirmation rate to be as high as it currently is, so there’s no reason we
can’t at least take some pleasure out of that for a bit.

 

Another bit of good news: we’re working on plans to get at least some of the library’s
functions going again. I’ll let the University librarian lay out the details, since I don’t want to
get any of them wrong – I think we should be able to finalize some of that this week. In
general, we are looking at curbside pickup, temporary open access to licensed digital
materials, and increased digitization where possible (including, as we head towards the fall,
support materials for that term). More details soon.

 

“And the winners are…!” Last week I went out with an ask for inspiring and uplifting movie
moments, and I received several responses. There was only one overlap (i.e., two people
citing the same scene), so it was a real learning experience for me, not to mention the
opportunity to collect a lot of “must-see” movies. I’ve watched all the scenes (have I
watched all the movies yet? Well, not quite, though I have seen quite a bit more of Frasier
this week!). Anyway, here they are, in no particular order:

 

·        “O Captain, My Captain” from Dead Poets’ Society (1989; two votes).
·        George Bailey gets his reward from It’s a Wonderful Life (1946).
·        The dance scene from Napoleon Dynamite (2004).
·        The charge at the Black Gate (“For Frodo”) from The Return of the King (2003).
·        The flower scene from Harold and Maude (1971).
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·        The Welsh miners support the Gay Pride March from Pride (2014).
·        “As you wish” from The Princess Bride (1987).
·        “Our time” from The Goonies (1985).
·        “Falling Slowly”, from the film Once (2014; I’m afraid I haven’t seen the film myself – I

think this might be the “official video”, rather than the scene from the film , which I
couldn’t seem to locate).

·        The crane kick from The Karate Kid (1984).
·        “I am Spartacus!” from Spartacus (1960). Not sure if this nomination was serious, but as a

classicist I’m taking it seriously.
 

I’m struck by how many of these scenes (including my own top vote from Casablanca that I
sent out last week) – even the ones that involve some violence – are about the human
struggle against despotism, tyranny, brutality, bullying, and cruelty. More movie challenge
themes forthcoming (and I’m happy to take suggestions)!

 

I had tons more things I wanted to say, but looking back I see these messages are getting
longer and longer. So I think it’s best if I cease to impose on you and sign off for another
week. But I can’t leave without a last recommendation: dealing with delicate performance-
based issues via Zoom.

 
Sheila, with affection
 

PS. Odd COVID observation the other day: cyclist riding down the street wearing a mask,
but no helmet.

PPS. I think I remarked last week that I was reading David Frum’s Trumpocalypse. I’m pleased –
for more than one reason – to say that I’ve now finished it. It was simply getting too intolerably
depressing, especially as I read it in conjunction with watching news clips of such stunning
moments as the deeply cynical Bible photo op. So I’m happy to say that I’m back to reading Jeff
Strand again: Clowns vs Spiders!
 
Dr. Sheila Ager
Dean, Faculty of Arts
Professor, Department of Classical Studies
University of Waterloo
200 University Ave. W.
Waterloo ON Canada N2L 3G1
519-888-4567, x32217
 
The Faculty of Arts acknowledges that we are living and working on the traditional territory of the
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Attawandaron (also known as Neutral), Anishinaabe and Haudenosaunee peoples. The University
of Waterloo is situated on the Haldimand Tract, the land promised to the Six Nations that
includes six miles on each side of the Grand River.
 


