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Dear People,
 
This week began with the first classes of the Spring term – so congratulations on making it
through the first week! The Arts Faculty’s Centre for Teaching Excellence liaison, Victoria Feth, has
sent out an e-mail with a lot of helpful advice, and links on making a successful transition to fully
remote teaching; you can also check out the CTE site for more tips. Incidentally, in case you are
wondering, we still don’t know how we will treat course evaluations from the Spring term – more
information on that forthcoming – but in the meantime, you might want to consider inviting your
students to comment on the specifics of their pandemic remote learning experience.
 
And then the week ended with a flurry of messages from the center to our community of staff,
faculty, and students, both current and prospective, about our plans for the Fall term. I have
heard indirectly via the grapevine (well, no, let’s be honest – it was a little more direct than that)
that these messages have not necessarily been all that helpful in terms of clearing up uncertainty
about what we’ll be doing in the Fall. I suppose in a way it might have looked like a
communication that said, “Our courses will be online in the Fall, except for those that won’t.”
Speaking as one who participated, however briefly, in crafting the message to the campus as a
whole, let me say, ahem, sorry about that.
 
The upside is that the need for further clarity has accelerated our decision-making process, so we
really ought to be able to have more detailed information and guidance for you quite soon. As
you know, the confirmation deadline for our prospective students is June 1, and it’s important
that they have an idea of what they are committing themselves to well before that deadline. I
know that the ADs, Directors, Chairs, and Associate Chairs across the entire institution, as well as
the AVPA* and the AVPGSPA,** have been working hard at defining and refining the best
possible scenario(s). I expect that by my next update, I’ll be able to give you more detailed
information.
 
(* Associate Vice-President Academic, Dave DeVidi)
(** Associate Vice-President Graduate Studies and Postdoctoral Affairs, Jeff Casello)
 
I hope that you’ve seen the notices for the series of webinars that University Relations has been
hosting over the Wednesday noon hour: COVID-19: Ask Our Experts. I’m really happy to point out
that, of the six experts featured in these presentations, four are from the Faculty of Arts. Our first

one took place on May 6th, and featured Professor Christine Purdon from Psychology, speaking
to the subject of protecting our mental health. The sessions are interactive, and we’re able to
take questions from our virtual audience. I’ve been given the opportunity to moderate the
sessions that feature Arts faculty and I’m very much enjoying it. You can see Christine Purdon’s
session here, though I believe they’ve excised the bit at the end where neither Christine nor I
knew we were still live. This coming Wednesday’s guest is Professor Shana MacDonald from
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Communication Arts, who’ll be speaking about social media during a time of quarantine.
 
One of the things that makes me feel very special about participating in these sessions is that for
the next few weeks, I have my very own University of Waterloo zap banner (please see
attached). They wanted a UW “look” to the event, so I sit in front of my computer with the
banner in the background. It was a bit of a struggle to put up, so I’ve just decided to leave it up
until the series is over. But my study at home is quite small (it used to be a side porch), and I
confess that the banner often makes me feel like I’m sharing it with the monolith from 2001.
 
I hope you don’t mind, but I would like to take advantage of our relationship by sharing with you
something that I encountered this past week. Something really quite traumatizing, and I feel that
I will suffer less if I impose some of this burden on you all as well. I am a fan of REM, and in
particular have always loved “Losing My Religion”. Some weeks ago, Professor Allyson Green,
Dean of New York University’s Tisch School of the Arts, sent a message to the Tisch students to
say that they were not going to be getting a tuition rebate for their courses going online. This
decision in and of itself was nothing unusual – UW and other institutions have sent the same
message – but Dean Green appears to have felt that adding a video to the message would… 
soften the blow? Distract the complainants? Convince them that online dancing is better than
nothing? Demonstrate that she really is a choreographer? You be the judge – I myself have not
been able to watch this video through to the end. But as if that was not enough, this past week I
became aware of another indignity done to my beloved song. Will the torment never end?
 
All right, I see I have wandered on at length again – it’s a long weekend, so maybe I am just in
general feeling expansive. Just a couple of things before I go:
 

·        I have decided that I am going to try to search for “good” things that have come out of
COVID. By that, I do not mean high-flying notions around disruptively challenging the
future of experiential global innovation. I just mean that maybe some things we’ve
discovered or instituted are worth keeping. I’m going to try to come up with one a week,
and this week’s is: Proper line-ups at the grocery store that actually do serve everyone in
turn (rather than making us play Russian Roulette around “which line is moving the
fastest?”).

·        I think I said a few weeks ago that I’m a sap. Since that character trait has already been
exposed, I feel no shame in acknowledging that I really look forward to the Daily Bulletin’s
“Good Buddies” segment. As you know from some of my messages in the past several
weeks, I too like to share the best of the best from the animal kingdom. So here, if you’ve
never encountered him, is Simon’s Cat.

 
Thanks for your patience, good temper, and dedication, everyone.
 
Sheila
 
Dr. Sheila Ager
Dean, Faculty of Arts
Professor, Department of Classical Studies
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