AREA EXAM READING LIST
History of Literary Theory and Criticism
2018 Revision


CORE LIST

1. Aristotle, Poetics; Plato, The Republic, Book X
2. Aphra Behn, ‘An Epistle to the Reader, Prefixed to The Dutch Lover’; Philip Sidney, The Defence of Poesie; William Wordsworth, Preface to the Lyrical Ballads 
3. Edmund Burke, A Philosophical Enquiry into the Origins of our Ideas of the Sublime and the Beautiful;  Friedrich Nietzsche, "On Truth and Lies in the Extra-Moral Sense"; Michel Foucault, ‘Nietzsche, Genealogy, Morality’
4. T. S. Eliot, ‘Tradition and the Individual Talent’, ‘Hamlet’, ‘The Metaphysical Poets’, ‘The Perfect Critic’, ‘The Function of Criticism’.
5. Ferdinand de Saussure, Course in General Linguistics 
6. Cleanth Brooks, ‘The Heresy of Paraphrase’ and ‘The Language of Paradox’ in The Well Wrought Urn; C. K. Wimsatt & Monroe Beardsley, ‘The Intentional Fallacy’ and ‘The Affective Fallacy’ in The Verbal Icon
7. Viktor Shklovskii, chapters 1-7, Theory of Prose
8. Mikhail Bakhtin, ‘Discourse in the Novel’, The Dialogic Imagination
9. The Cambridge History of Literary Criticism, Volume 8, From Formalism to Poststructuralism, ed. by Raman Selden, chapters 1-6.
10. Jacques Derrida, "Structure, Sign and Play in the Discourse of the Human Sciences", in Writing and Difference; "The Double Session", in Dissemination; “Différance”, in Margins of Philosophy
11. Roland Barthes, S/Z
12. J.F. Lyotard, The Postmodern Condition
13. Fredric. Jameson, “Postmodernism, or the Cultural Logic of Late Capitalism”, in New Left Review 146 (1984)
14.  Walter Benjamin, “What is Epic Theatre? (First Version)”, in Understanding Brecht; “The Work of Art in the Age of its Technological Reproducibility, Second Version’, in Selected Writings, Vol. 3
15. Georg Lukács et al, Aesthetics and Politics
16. Stuart Hall, Cultural Studies 1983
17. Stephen Greenblatt, ‘Fiction and Friction’, in Shakespearean Negotiations; Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, ‘Jane Austen and the Masturbating Girl’, in Tendencies
18. Raymond Williams, Marxism and Literature 
19. Shoshana Felman, “To Open the Question” and Barbara Johnson, “The Frame of Reference:  Poe, Lacan, Derrida” in Felman (ed.), Literature and Psychoanalysis
20. Sigmund Freud, ‘The Dream-Work’, in The Interpretation of Dreams; ‘The Uncanny’, ‘A Child is Being Beaten’, ‘Mourning and Melancholia’.
21. Jacques Lacan, ‘The Mirror Stage as Formative of the Function of the I’, in Ecrits; Louis Althusser, ‘Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses’.
22. Judith Butler, Gender Trouble 
23. Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish
24. Edward Said, Orientalism
25. Gayatri Spivak, ‘Can the Subaltern Speak?’; Ketu Katrak ‘Decolonizing Culture: Toward a Theory for Postcolonial Women's Texts’
26. Sandra Gilbert and Gubar, The Madwoman in the Attic, chapter 1; Hélène Cixous, ‘The Laugh of the Medusa’.
27. Elaine Showalter, A Literature of their Own
28.The Routledge Queer Studies Reader, 2012 (essays by Halberstam, Halperin, Ahmed, Edelman, Dean, Muñoz)
29. Homi Bhabha, The Location of Culture
30. Cary Wolfe, “’Animal Studies,’ Disciplinarity, and the (Post)Humanities” in C.W., What is Posthumanism?
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