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Reading List for Comprehensive Exams (Template 2025–2026) 
Department of English Language and Literature 
University of Waterloo

Overview of what should be included on your reading list: 
· 80–100 books or equivalent (where 4 articles, approx. 30 pages each are equivalent to a book-length reading, or 120 pages). 
· Total page count should approximate 12,000 pages of reading 
· Should outline a main field/subfield of English studies and UP TO 4 total areas of study, and understand how the proposed project makes these areas fit together. Fewer than 4 areas are fine. 
· Should begin with a brief introduction that describes the rationale for the entire list and the areas of study 
· Should proceed with areas of study, each with brief introductory materials 
· Should be prepared in MLA style, latest edition, with page counts added to each source 
· Should be numbered and separated into subheadings of “books” and “articles” for ease of understanding 
· Should document total number of pages, books, and articles/chapters at the bottom of the document 
Reading List for Comprehensive Exams
Student Name (Student Number)
Brief Introduction 
Include a brief introduction that describes the rationale for the entire list and the areas of study, addressing how the theory and method(s) chosen fits with the fields and subfields chosen. 
Area #1: THEORY & METHOD(s) 
Include a brief paragraph summarizing the section and what theories and methods it addresses 
Books 
1.  List books here in latest MLA style (# pages)
2.   
3.   
Articles/Chapters 
1. List articles/chapters here in latest MLA style (# pages)
2.  
3.  
Total Book Count: Include the total number of books here 
Total Article/Chapter Count: Include the total number of chapters/articles here 
Section Total Page Count: Include the total number of pages of this whole area. 
Area #2: FIELD/SUBFIELD
Include a brief paragraph summarizing the section and what fields it addresses. 
Books 
1.  List books here in latest MLA style (# pages)
2.   
3.   
Articles/Chapters 
1. List articles/chapters here in latest MLA style (# pages)
2.  
3.  
Total Book Count: Include the total number of books here 
Total Article/Chapter Count: Include the total number of chapters/articles here 
Section Total Page Count: Include the total number of pages of this whole area. 
Area #3: ADDITIONAL FIELD/SUBFIELD 
Include a brief paragraph summarizing the section and what fields it addresses. 
Books 
1.  List books here in the latest MLA style (# pages)
2.  
3.    
Articles/Chapters 
1. List articles/chapters here in the latest MLA style (# pages)
2.  
3.  
Total Book Count: Include the total number of books here.  
Total Article/Chapter Count: Include the total number of chapters/articles here. 
Section Total Page Count: Include the total number of pages of this whole area. 
Area #4: ADDITIONAL FIELD/SUBFIELD 
Include a brief paragraph summarizing the section and what fields it addresses. 
Books
1. List books here in the latest MLA style (# pages)
2.  
3.  
Articles/Chapters 
1. List articles/chapters here in the latest MLA style (# pages)
2.  
3.  
Total Book Count: Include the total number of books here.  
Total Article/Chapter Count: Include the total number of chapters/articles here. 
Section Total Page Count: Include the total number of pages of this whole area. 

Total Counts: 
This section shows your committee and the GSC that your reading list reaches the threshold of 80–100 books (where four chapters/articles is equivalent to one book). 
Total Book Count: Add total here.  
Total Article/Chapter Count: Add total here.  
Total Page Count: Add total here.  (*Should be approximately 12,000 pages*) 
