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AREA EXAM READING LIST
Rhetorical Theory and Criticism
December 2021 Revision
CORE LISTS 
1) Ancient Rhetoric 
Greek 
Dissoi Logoi, Encomium of Helen, in The Older Sophists, ed. Rosamond Sprague
Hermogenes, On Types of Style 
Longinus, On the Sublime 
Plato, Gorgias, Phaedrus (selections)
Aristotle, Rhetoric 
Roman 
Cicero, The Orator
Pseudo-Cicero, Ad Herennium 
Quintilian, Institutes of Oratory 
Augustine, On Christian Doctrine 

2) Medieval to Enlightenment Rhetoric 
Medieval 
Christine de Pisan, The Treasure of the City of Ladies 
Anonymous of Bologna, Principles of Letter Writing, Geoffrey of Vinsauf, The New Poetics, Robert of Basevorn, The Form of Preaching, in Three Medieval Rhetorical Arts, ed. James J. Murphy 
Early Modern 
Erasmus, Ciceronianus
Thomas Wilson, The Arte of Rhetorique 
Henry Peacham, The Garden of Eloquence
Enlightenment 
Margaret Fell, Women's Speaking Justified, Proved, and Allowed by the Scriptures 
Giambattista Vico, The New Science
Thomas Sheridan, A Course of Lectures on Elocution 
Hugh Blair, Lectures on Rhetoric and Belles Lettres 
George Campbell, The Philosophy of Rhetoric 
Richard Whately, Elements of Rhetoric 
Friedrich Nietzsche, “On Truth and Lies in the Extramoral Sense”

3) Modern and Contemporary Rhetoric  
I. A. Richards, Philosophy of Rhetoric 
Wayne Booth, Modern Dogma and the Rhetoric of Assent 
Kenneth Burke, Language as Symbolic Action 
Chaim Perelman, The Realm of Rhetoric 
Henry Louis Gates, Jr., The Language of Signifyin(g): Rhetorical Difference and the Orders of Meaning 
Roland Barthes, Mythologies
Marshall McLuhan, Understanding Media
Jacques Derrida, “Plato’s Pharmacy” 
Helene Cixous, “The Laugh of the Medusa” 
Luce Irigaray, This Sex Which is Not One
Judith Butler, Gender Trouble

SECONDARY SOURCES 
Candidates are encouraged to begin with an overview of the history and theory of rhetoric to help ground and guide their reading of the primary texts (a need that is especially acute for candidates without an undergraduate degree in rhetoric)—for instance, any of the following: 
James Herrick, The History and Theory of Rhetoric: An Introduction 
Craig R. Smith, Rhetoric and Human Consciousness: A History 
George Kennedy, Classical Rhetoric and Its Christian and Secular Tradition from Ancient to Modern Times 
Thomas Conley, Rhetoric in the European Tradition 
Thomas Brian Vickers, In Defence of Rhetoric 
Candidates are also encouraged to consult (digitally or physically) encyclopedic reference works on the history and theory of rhetoric, which can serve as scorecards for larger themes at play in the work of many theorists and/or at play over many centuries—for instance, any of the following: 
Walter Jost and Wendy Olmsted, ed., A Companion to Rhetoric and Rhetorical Criticism 
Andrea A. Lunsford, ed., The SAGE Handbook of Rhetorical Studies 
Michael MacDonald, ed., The Oxford Handbook of Rhetorical Studies 
Thomas O. Sloane, ed., Encyclopedia of Rhetoric 

