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Faculty of Environment Health & Safety Committee Meeting
Friday March 21st, 2025 
1-2 p.m. via Microsoft Teams

Present: Neil Carnegie, Dan Beaver, Sheree Solomon, Mary Anne Hardy, Cheri Oestreich, Ashley Wagner
Regrets: Emily Beilby, Janina Plach, Jennifer Nicholson, Solene Jollivet
Minutes: Brenda Panasiak

Minutes
1. Department Manuals
Over the past year, the Safety Office has been working on updating the health and safety and environment management system (HSEMS), partly from recommendations from an audit on the system and partly from the incident at Hagey Hall. The HSEMS formalizes the university’s proactive approach to health, safety and environmental management by establishing standards, programs, guidelines, services and resources, including education and training to support departments in creating a healthy and safe campus environment. Policy 34 reinforces the university’s commitment to protecting the health and safety of all individuals on campus and aligns the institution and outlines the institution and individual’s responsibility to take all reasonable precautions to ensure the well-being of employees, students and visitors.

A few changes to the roles and responsibilities were made and communicated through emails from the safety office to department heads and safety coordinators. One of the main changes being the Department Health, Safety & Environment manual. 

Dan raised the question if there are any concerns with the effectiveness of the department level H&S programs, and if the faculty will be pushing departments to adopt this manual. Neil advised that he thinks it will be more work for departments to use alternative systems, as they will need to get these approved by both Neil and Bruce to ensure the HSEMS requirements are met. However, if there are already effective systems in place that meet requirements departments shouldn’t need to reinvent the wheel. 

The manuals require documentation to be gathered for various sections, some straightforward like notes on the name of the Health and Safety Coordinators, locations of health and safety boards, things like that. Others are more complicated, like hazard identification and risk assessment which haven’t necessarily been handled the same across different departments over the years. Departments with labs and/or fieldwork will need to include things like SOPs, service/training records, etc. 

Neil is hoping to have a Teams channel for each lab that can store that information and be linked to in the department manuals. The manuals are going to be a work in progress for some time. Neil hopes to work on the lab information over the summer and the field information in the fall. He is currently working on the one for the Dean's office now and some of that can be easily copied to the other manuals. 

Neil will be setting up a meeting with each department individually to discuss the best way forward with these.  Everyone should have copies of the new manuals they can look through in the meantime.

In SERS, Mary Anne has been the H&S coordinator but hasn’t had to cover lab inspections before. Neil is suggesting each department with labs (eg., SERS, GEM) either have the safety coordinator join on the larger per-term inspections 2 times/year and the ones with the Joint health and safety office as well, so they can be aware of any issues in their departments, or if that is too much, to have inspections continue as normal and Neil would report back to them any issues they would be expected to action. Neil will meet with each department separately.

2. New Non-Compliance Procedures
New non-compliance procedures are outlined directly in the new department manuals, so the process should be easier and clearer than it was in the past. Minor non-compliances are things which need review but not necessarily immediately. Something major that puts students or an environment at risk immediately. Basically issues get escalated to the Chair and then if not resolved would escalate to the joint Health and Safety Committee and safety office. So repeated instances of non-compliance can be escalated. We will start using this procedure in the next round of lab inspections, in April.

3. The Safe and Proper Use of Bottle Carriers
The procedure for bottle carriers applies more to labs and not anyone in this group. They should all be aware of this by now. 

4. Updated Procedure: Disposing of Clean Broken Glass
The procedure for broken glass also applies more to labs.

5. EV2 Odour Issue Update
Plant ops examined all options and suggested bringing in a third party to investigate, at the expense of the faculty. Since faculties don’t budget for infrastructure, there seems to be more push on plant ops to look into the issue again. Neil will give them a couple of weeks to collect data then push it further. There hasn’t been any follow-up from the JHSC since it was escalated to them three meetings ago either; Neil will follow up. 
6. Snow removal
Mary Anne noted an issue with snow removal after the big snowfall in February. The stairs were cleared up the middle rather than beside a railing. Other issues were reported that day, for example, staff not being able to get through a pile of snow at the bus stop, various parking spaces, etc., and the overall length of time it took to clear the issues. All items were reported to grounds and the general feedback was that grounds was overwhelmed everywhere with that snowfall. Hopefully the concerns were noted for future snow removal plans. 
7. Resting Spaces
A question came up recently if there is or could be a room designated for people to rest if needed for health reasons (e.g. for migraines, some people need dark room and/or to lay down). Student health services doesn’t have anything either (a dark room, e.g.) and Mary Anne wonders if there could be a liability concern associated with directing someone to a space on their own when they are unwell? Neil will confirm what is required of us in that kind of situation and if there are any liabilities associated with directing someone to a room for a rest.
Meeting adjourned at 1:19 p.m.
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