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Executive Summary 
 

For cities to effectively begin to recover from and ‘flatten the curve’ of the COVID-
19 pandemic, jurisdictions across the globe implemented new physical distancing 
measures that resulted in shuttering and/or limiting access to many vital public 
spaces, including playgrounds, parks, nature trails, sports fields, public squares, 
sidewalks, and civic buildings. The significance of these places as community 
assets and their implications for community health and well-being is widely 
recognized (Gehl, 2013; Klinenberg, 2018; MacIntyre et al., 2003), so their closure 
and restrictions during the COVID-19 pandemic garnered much attention and 
criticism. Questions of equity, availability and accessibility, adequacy, economic 
recovery, and permanence emerged. This white paper synthesizes the state of 
thinking on the connection between public space and community well-being, based 
on our experiences with COVID-19. In so doing, it a) informs scholarship and 
practice by providing a conceptual framework for understanding the links between 
public space and community well-being; b) identifies a range of municipal 
approaches used to close or modify public space during the pandemic; and c) 
explores current ways to rethink and redesign public space for COVID-19 recovery 
and in preparation for future pandemics. Our analysis considers the impact of 
urbanization and density on public space availability, as well as accessibility to 
public space across the population, including among vulnerable populations. 
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Public Space and Well-being 

The significance of public spaces as community assets and determinants of 
community health and well-being is widely recognized (Gehl, 2013; Klinenberg, 
2018; MacIntyre et al., 2003). Historically, the rural countryside was viewed as a 
therapeutic landscape, a space to cure the ills of the polluted and congested city 
(Wolch, 1992). Since antiquity, public squares have been used as sites of protest 
and democratic engagement (Gehl, 2013), while in the mid-twentieth century, Jane 
Jacobs led the calls to reclaim urban streets and sidewalks to create vibrant and 
safe public spaces for pedestrians (Jacobs, 1969). More recently, planning 
responses to climate change have focused on the role of parks and greenspaces 
to support both individual and planetary health (Maller, 2019), and the significance 
of libraries and other social infrastructure have been central to reducing social 
isolation and building a sense of community (Klinenberg, 2018). 

 
Public space has a long history of influencing the promotion of individual health and 
community well-being by fostering feelings of belonging, strengthening social ties, 
and affecting a sense of com-munity. Social connectedness represents a 
fundamental human need and a powerful social determinant of health and well-being 
(Pinker, 2014). Social isolation by contrast A growing body of evidence attests to the 
power of belonging as a powerful social determinant of health and well-being as it 
relates to accessing caring, trusting, and supportive intrapersonal relationships 
(Pinker, 2014: Ryan, Deci, 2001). Social isolation in contract predisposes individuals 
to increased mortality and severe morbidity (Pantell et al, 2013). As Montgomery 
(1995, p. 107) noted, “it is the public realm and associated semi-public spaces which 
provide the terrain for social interaction and therefore transactions.” Bringing people 
into physical contact within public space matters, especially in an age when reported 
feelings of social isolation are on the rise. Whether associated with mundane routines 
and practices or special events that interrupt and challenge those routines, public 
spaces represent important sites of everyday social engagement, which is crucial to 
our quality of life and wellbeing. 

 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, crucial sites of well-being were unavailable as 
many public spaces were temporarily closed. While a necessary step from an 
infectious disease perspective, the health and well-being impacts extended beyond 
disease control. This aim of this paper is to examine the connection between 
public spaces and well-being during the COVID-19 pandemic through an analysis 
of both academic and grey literature. We synthesize the rapidly growing body of 
literature and identify key concerns related to public space closures and well-being 
and highlight key policy considerations for the future of public space. 

 
Project for Public Spaces, a nonprofit organization dedicated to helping people 
create and sustain public spaces that build strong communities, defines eight types 
of public spaces: streets and transportation, squares, parks, downtowns and 
districts, public buildings, waterfronts, rural communities and public markets (PPS, 
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2019). For individuals, these spaces operate as a container for functional human 
activities and impact subjective meanings of place and belonging (Cattell, 2008). 
Public spaces provide residents and tourists with opportunities for leisure, physical 
activity, social interaction, mental well-being, and social cohesion (Larson et al., 
2016; Jennings et al., 2019; Maas et al., 2009; Lee & Maheswaran, 2011), thereby 
contributing to the quality of community life. For instance, the Canadian Index of 
Well-Being monitors quality of life and community well-being in eight domains which 
have multiple intersections with public space (See Figure 1). 
 

 
Figure 1: A conceptual map of the expansive relationship between public spaces and community well-being using 
domains from The Canadian Index of Well-being. 

 
Public space closures during COVID-19 

 
To ‘flatten the curve’ and slow the spread of COVID-19, localities across the Region 
enacted physical distancing policies that shuttered or limited access to many public 
spaces, including playgrounds, parks, nature trails, sports fields, public squares, 
sidewalks, and civic buildings. The Province of Ontario declared a State of 
Emergency on March 17th, 2020 and extended the call until July 29th, 2020, which 
prohibited large gatherings and mandated that all non-essential businesses and 
services close to avoid further community transmission of COVID-19. However, 
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there were multiple examples of overcrowding when Ontarians congregated in what 
sanctioned spaces were available to them (Ex. Trinity Bellwood’s Park in Toronto 
see Figure 2). 

 
A staged approach to 
the reopening of 
communities required 
modified individual and 
environmental 
measures to maintain 
physical distancing in 
public spaces, such as 
new by-laws requiring 
masks, reduced 
operating hours, limits 
on the size of 
gatherings among 
hours. Many 

communities across the 
country followed suit. 

The current priority for communities now is to balance reopening and economic 
recovery with the need to contain the spread of COVID-19 and to slow what is likely 
to be an inevitable second wave. 
 
To be sure, the closure of public spaces during the pandemic resulted in a reduction 
in crucial social infrastructure for communities. The temporary closure of public 
spaces during this period was viewed as necessary for physical distancing by limiting 
crowds. Yet, the closures raised a number of concerns about the ability of the 
population to both cope during the new state of emergency (i.e., their need for public 
space to be able to physically distance) and balance other health needs exacerbated 
by the pandemic (i.e., social interaction, mental and physical health). By now, a 
widespread recognition pervades that tactics to reduce the spread of COVID-19, 
though commonly referred to as “social distancing,” in actuality aim to minimize the 
physical distance associated with copresence in public space. The more appropriate 
use of the term “physical distancing” recognizes that social connectedness remains 
important, perhaps even more so than usual, when concerns pervade about the 
spread of infection (Glover, 2020). Access to public space where local inhabitants 
can connect, albeit from a safe distance, matter more than ever. 

 
In an international survey about public space usage during the pandemic, 65% of its 
2,000 survey respondents representing citizens from across the world reported a 
greater appreciation for public spaces in terms its implications for their mental and 
physical health, its facilitation of access to fresh air, and its offering as a change of 
scenery. Those who reported a lack of use cited insufficient and inaccessible public 
space and fear of community transmission as deterrents.  
 

Figure 2: An example of crowded public spaces- Trinity Bellwoods Park in Toronto, ON 
in May 2020 (Lau, 2020).  
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From the existing literature on COVID-19 and public spaces, we found five areas of 
concern that have implications for public space design and operation for community 
well-being in the future: (1) equity, (2) accessibility and availability, (3) adequacy, (4) 
economic recovery, and (5) the permanence of prospective solutions. In the section that 
follows, we discuss the nature of these concerns and identify local approaches used to 
adapt public space during the current pandemic. PediBikeInfo (2020), a website that 
tracks modifications or enhancements to existing public space in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, mapped 840 initiatives in 38 countries worldwide. Locally relevant 
examples from across the country are discussed in the text and listed in Appendix A. 
These examples highlight the significance of public space to well-being during a 
pandemic and acknowledge how COVID-19 has also catalyzed new thinking about our 
community environment in the face of crisis. 
 
 
 
 
Pandemic Concern 1:  Equity Impacts of Public Space Closures 
 
Equity concerns seek to address the unfair and avoidable conditions that 
disproportionately impact vulnerable populations. With respect to COVID-19, this means 
focusing both on a) who is most at-risk of contracting COVID-19 and how to safely 
mitigate those risks, and b) how closures disproportionately impact certain members of 
society. During the pandemic, rates of depression and anxiety were reported to be on 
the rise (Brockbank, 2020) with 52% of Statistics Canada survey respondents reporting 
a worsening of their mental health since the start of physical distancing measures 

Figure 3: The percentage of survey respondents using public space during the 2020 COVID-19 
pandemic. Image from (Gehl, 2020).  
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(Kleinsteuber, 2020). COVID-19 exacerbated existing inequities in society among the 
vulnerable and marginalized groups (i.e., low income populations, older adults, 
racialized minorities, precariously employed groups, and those poorly housed) that 
already faced health inequities prior to the pandemic (Corbourn, 2018). The closure of 
public spaces particularly affected vulnerable populations that lacked access to private 
yard space for physical distancing (see next section) and relied on public spaces to 
meet their daily physical, mental, and social needs (Goldfinger, 2020; Zhuang et al., 
2020). 
 
The global protests to advance anti-black racism and Black Lives Matter during the 
pandemic highlighted important inequities that warrant urgent attention. As part of post-
pandemic recovery, many communities have rethought their use of defensive or hostile 
architecture to deter certain people and behaviours and attempted to rebuild and renew 
public spaces as healthy and safe spaces conducive to physical distancing. For 
example, Vancouver is incorporating equity mapping into its current masterplans 
through its use of VanPlay, a tool that identifies priority areas of the city for public space 

and park renewal 
(Howard & 
Culbertson, 2020). 
Further, the 15-
minute City 
initiative prioritizes 
equitable access to 
healthy 
communities by 
ensure local 
inhabitants have 
walkable access to 
important 
community 
resources within a 
15-minute radius of 
where they live. 
This initiative, 
which has been 
endorsed by over 
100 mayors, 

developers, and 
planners, has 

prioritized equity alongside public health to advance the idea that “the public health 
benefits of space, [give] voice to marginalized communities and… repair past spatial 
injustices” (SmithGroup, 2020).  
 
Attempts to make public spaces healthier and safer during and after the pandemic ought 
to consider how designs and safety measures perpetuate exclusion and isolation of 
vulnerable groups. For instance, the adoption of widely used defensive design strategies 

Figure 4: At the beginning of the pandemic, many public spaces were closed to 
support new public health measures and slow the spread in communities. This is an 
example of closed playgrounds in Kitchener, ON (Kitchener Today, 2020).  
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(e.g., short benches, pointed gates, studded seating) to ‘promote’ public health and safety 
target vulnerable populations that depend on public space disproportionately (Altman, 
2020). A post COVID-19 community should actively support all members of the 
community, especially marginalized individuals, by making public spaces inclusive and 
culturally appropriate (Zhuang et al., 2020). In addition, the knowledge of the public 
should be valued as much as technical expertise where equitable public space is 
concerned to ensure contextual and cultural relevance (Centre for Active Design, 2020). 
Focusing on underserved neighborhoods, ensuring local “ownership” of public space, and 
guiding the funding for these areas on the premise of equity will ensure a community full 
of vibrant and diverse public spaces that are socially just and resilient. To be sure, there 
is merit, hope, and importance in designing communities that are inclusive and shaped 
with community at the centre (Altman, 2020). 
 
Pandemic Concern 2: Accessibility and Availability of Public Spaces  
 
The pandemic raises questions about whether communities have sufficient public 
space, especially in areas with high or rising levels of density. When public spaces 
reopened, need for these spaces largely outweighed the supply, therein resulting in 
overcrowding in existing parks, green spaces and sidewalks. Undoubtedly, the 
pandemic highlighted the importance of public space to overall community resilience.   
 
Many communities have insufficient usable and safe public space. Toronto’s downtown 

core, for example, is 
“space deficient”, 
meaning the area does 
not have enough public 
space to keep up with 
its increasing 
population and density 
levels (Wessel, 2020). 
Across the country, 
Vancouver had to 
increase the size of its 
parks by eliminating 
parking spaces to 
enable the high volume 
of visitors to physically 

distance. The 
overcrowding of public 
spaces during the 

pandemic is a stark depiction of just how necessary quality green space is for 
community well-being during COVID-19. For some communities, greenspace has 
historically been viewed “out of sight, out of mind,” and few communities have policies 
that balance public space with population growth to ensure that sufficient space is 
available to residents (Sivaragah, Plummer & McGrath, 2020). Urban density is very 
weakly tied to COVID-19 cases, but is an “essential component of walkable 

Figure 5: New York enhanced physical distancing in public green spaces by 
painting circles 6ft apart as an alternative to the full closure of these spaces (Fox, 
2020).   
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communities, [protecting] people from chronic diseases” (Adlakha & Sallis, 2020). 
Balancing density with safe public spaces is arguably one of the most important lessons 
from COVID-19. 
 
In communities with sufficient public space, temporary closures resulted in a lack of 
accessibility for local inhabitants when needed most. The quick response to reopen 
public spaces means that many communities across the globe now have protocols in 
place to keep these spaces open safely during a future spike or pandemic. For 
example, New York painted circles in parks, so visitors maintain their distance; Toronto 
adopted the same approach after the crowding incident at Trinity Bellwoods Park (The 
Canadian Press, 2020). As noted in the previous section, availability and accessibility to 
quality public space are crucial for physical and mental well-being during the pandemic. 
In the future, these spaces must remain open and function safely to support community 
well-being among all populations. Some have even argued for large private spaces 
(e.g., golf courses) to be open to the public during the pandemic (REF). There is 
potential for municipalities to collaborate with the local business community to secure 
access to privately-owned public spaces (POPS) in future states of emergency. 
 
Pandemic Concern 3:  Adequacy of existing streets and sidewalks to 
accommodate physical distancing  
 
In addition to considerations of available and accessible park spaces, the pandemic has 
raised concerns about the adequacy of existing streets and sidewalks to comply with 
new physical distancing requirements. Several communities have seen an uptick in 
walking, running, and cycling during the pandemic, as workplace closures changed time 
use and travel patterns. These forms of physical activity have become a way for many 
individuals to experience a change of scenery while working from home, and have 
expanded “imagined geographies, making neighborhoods better places to live” (Glover, 
2020). However, ensuring physical distancing can be difficult with existing infrastructure. 
Nevertheless, many cities reallocated space in response to the challenges faced by 
those occupying sidewalks and streets.  
 
Across Canada, open, complete, pedestrian only, and quiet street initiatives have 

become common 
temporary 
solutions to 
promote public 
health. The 
pandemic fast-
tracked the 
ActiveTO 
masterplan to 
introduce 50km of 
new “quiet 
streets,” 
expanding both Figure 6: The Region of Waterloo quickly enacted temporary bike lanes to encourage 

active transportation and physical distance (Region of Waterloo, 2020).  
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pedestrian and cycling networks to accommodate physical distancing (Wessel, 2020). 
Major roadways in Edmonton changed overnight to prioritize pedestrians and cyclists, 
filtering and closing roads to cars, to emphasize the multifunctionality of shared streets 
(Cook, 2020). Speed limits were significantly reduced in areas due to an increase in 
trips taken via active transport (Joshi, Agrawal, Lowerre, 2020). Montreal ‘superblocks’ 
limited where car traffic could go, encouraging active transportation in many 
neighborhoods across the city (Myrick , 2020). In Oakland, California, sidewalks were 
widened with bollards and temporary barriers were put in place for pedestrians and 
cyclists to travel safely with over 100km of new pedestrian only road space (Wessel, 
2020).  
 
The closing of streets 
to cars and allowing for 
more pedestrians and 
cyclists has resulted in 
a huge boom in local 
business (Pellerin, 
2020). Evidence 
shows that those who 
utilize active modes of 
transportation spend 
65% more locally than 
those who drive (City 
of Vancouver, 2012). 
In addition, modifying 
sidewalks to be wider 
also addresses long-
term accessibility 
concerns for individuals 
who use assisted mobility devices (Crighton, 2020). 
 
Pandemic Concern 4: Public Space as a facilitator of Economic Recovery  
 
Now in recovery mode, local economies are seeking ways to reopen safely while 
meeting physical distancing needs. Public space as a facilitator of economic recovery 
highlights the need to involve the local business community in the provision of public 
space. This challenge places new demands on public spaces to make ‘room to queue’ 
for entry into stores, ‘room to load’ for curbside pick-ups and frequent deliveries, and 
‘room to move’ for pedestrian shoppers and visitors (City of Vancouver, 2020). Many 
Canadian cities are taking lessons from Europe by opening streets to make room for 
new or extended restaurant patios and parklets to meet physical distancing guidelines 
(Lum, 2020). For example, over eighty Hamilton bars and restaurants have now 
expanded onto sidewalks, parking areas, and streets after the motion to adopt 
temporary “outdoor dining districts” passed in May (Mann, 2020). Waterloo Region 
adopted a similar approach by closing part of Willis Way and transforming it into an 
“Open Air Market” to allow for a safe eating and shopping experience for all who travel 

Figure 7: The closure of Willis Way to vehicles gave way to an opportunity to see 
how flexible street design a positive influence on community health and well-being 
can be along with economic recovery (Appia, 2020).  
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through. In Montreal, a new masterplan for “Health Corridors” will look to expand the 
existing pedestrian network so that those running errands can safely exist in the same 
space as those already waiting in lines outside of stores (Wessel, 2020).   
 
COVID-19 highlights the importance of flexibility for community resilience. This includes    
flexible zoning guidelines for downtown areas to accommodate more than commercial 
space (Jang, 2020), and flexible infrastructure such as woonerfs and Flex Streets that 
make road closures and lane reallocations seamless. These types of interventions not 
only enhance flexible built form for an improved public health response in many 
communities, but also serve broader community well-being by altering "behaviours or 
actions that break from everyday routine, promote a sense of social belonging, and 
facilitate a cultural rather than commercial kind of use” (McMaster, 2020). Activating 
underutilized street spaces as well as existing buildings provides a temporary solution 
for the lack of purpose-built public spaces that are safe for physical distancing. For 
example, the City of Toronto has recently offered space in civic buildings to the public-
school board to be used as classrooms to support smaller class sizes, thus enabling 
parents to return to work.  
 
Open streets, patios, and the animation of underutilized spaces for public use can mean 
that Canada may not return to an older version of ‘normal’ but rather focus its recovery 
efforts on developing flexible and more resilient communities in the long run (Lum 
2020). Municipalities now have a prime opportunity to invest in the necessary social 
infrastructure to support pandemic recovery that protects public health and fosters 
vibrant and vital communities over the long term (Glover, 2020).  
 
Pandemic Concern 5: Permanence of Public Space Modifications  
 
The rapid response of communities to reopen public spaces during the pandemic is 
arguably one of the biggest contemporary planning transformations. DiMatteo (2020) 
argues this pandemic is “once in a lifetime opportunity and responsibility to repair half a 
century of bad planning decisions”. On the one hand, the pandemic highlights the 
shortcomings of existing spaces, particularly for vulnerable populations. On the other 
hand, the pandemic points to much-needed enhancements to public space that were 
achieved quickly in many communities. A key question in the recovery phase is whether 
these temporary improvements to public space will remain a permanent feature of 
communities. Many of the changes implemented in the name of public health during the 
pandemic also support other strategic priorities of communities such as climate action, 
community vitality, and economic development (Wessel, 2020).  
 
Further concerns about permeance relate to whether the use of public space for physical 
distancing can remain in all weather conditions. In the Canadian context, keeping public 
spaces activated during winter months is challenged by ice, snow, and cold. However, 
the safe operation of these spaces is a necessity in the event of a second wave of COVID-
19 and future pandemics, given that outdoor spaces are recognized as being safer than 
indoor spaces when it comes to the spread of infection. Communities are encouraged to 
plan for public space use in all seasons by ensuring that streets, sidewalks, and trails 
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receive priority salting and snow-clearing. This will also involve the strategic planning of 
recreational activities (e.g., ice skating, cross-country skiing), outdoor markets, keeping 
sidewalk patios open , animating public spaces with temporary programming to attract 
locals, and adopting winter events such as Québec’s Bonhomme Carnival in space that 
allow for physical distancing during the coldest months of the year.  
 
Conclusion 
 
Public spaces were especially impacted by the need for physical distancing during the 
pandemic by limiting access and closing spaces out of fear of community transmission. 
Although the primary motive of these closures was to ‘flatten the curve’, doing so only 
exacerbated other health challenges. More specifically, the implications of closures led 
to increased social isolation and made worse mental and physical health challenges, 
especially for already vulnerable and disadvantaged communities. Communities need to 
acknowledge the changes and new measures that COVID-19 has introduced. While 
public spaces have always been paramount to community life, the pandemic has 
underscored their importance. To be sure, the Region of Waterloo has responded 
promptly and appropriately to public health crises during the four-month span of our 
research with its implementation of additional cycling lanes, pedestrian only streets, and 
re-opening of green spaces. These initiatives not only helped to slow the spread of 
COVID-19, but also mitigated other health concerns magnified by the pandemic. Even 
so, we hope the examples and recommendations outlined in this paper provide 
additional direction to further improve the Region’s public spaces.  

In summary, this research has synthesized the many quandaries COVID-19 has forced 
communities to confront. From the beginning of the pandemic, we have been reminded 
of the need to balance accessible public space with the demand for density. 
Additionally, public spaces are only conducive to community well-being if social 
infrastructure is accessible, safe, supported, and encouraged. Furthermore, equally 
dispersing public space does not always produce equitable outcomes, especially among 
vulnerable communities. From an equity perspective, the importance of public space to 
the health and well-being of vulnerable communities has been especially salient during 
the pandemic. For those community members living alone, social isolation has posed 
significant health challenges without access to vibrant community spaces to encounter 
others. Safe strategies for physical distancing in public spaces is a top priority and will 
remain fundamental to mitigate the social challenges experienced by vulnerable 
populations during COVID-19 and beyond.   

The intrinsic value of public space has long been an important part of community health 
and well-being, but the pandemic has underscored its importance. A lack of accessible 
public space only intensifies health concerns and challenges overall community well-
being, particularly with respect to physical and mental health. The success of 
subsequent recovery phases and resilience in future pandemics will be to use public 
space as a key strategy to balance these impacts equitably. Understanding these 
interfaces will be imperative to the recovery and rebuilding of communities’ post COVID-
19. As seasons begin to change, the pressure for the safe and equitable access of 
these spaces will not subside and communities must plan accordingly to accommodate 
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the change in climate with public health measures. Collective action by relevant public 
agencies and units is essential to ensure these crucial spaces remain safe, accessible, 
adequate, equitable, and resilient now and in the future.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Key Takeaways 
• The closure of public spaces disproportionality impacts vulnerable 

communities and exacerbates existing mental and physical health 
challenges. 

• Density is a valuable tool for community health and wellbeing, but must 
be appropriately balanced with accessible public space, as highlighted 
by the pandemic. 

• Flexible street design that prioritizes pedestrian and cyclist physical 
distancing can also help facilitate economic recovery and community 
vitality. 

• The permanence of these temporary COVID-19 responses long-term will 
be contingent upon their ability to adapt to changing seasons. 
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Appendix A:  
Locally applicable approaches to public space concerns during COVID19 by Province 

 
 

 
Equity 

 
Accessibility 

and Availability 

 
Adequacy 

 
Economic  
Recovery 

ONTARIO  PROVINCE 
WIDE:  
-Municipal parks 
and green 
spaces, 
community 
gardens have 
reopened with 
physical 
distancing 
guidelines 
(Neustaeter, 
2020). 

TORONTO:  
-Trinity 
Bellwood’s Park: 
the reopening of 
spaces with 
implementation of 
circles to practise 
physical 
distancing.  
  

TORONTO:  
-Fast tracked 
ActiveTO plan 
which will look to 
create 50km of 
quiet streets to 
increase active 
transportation 
WATERLOO: 
-Princess St. 
closed to cars.  
-Reallocated 
outer lane and 
curb 
space adding 
temporary bike 
lanes (PediBike 
Info, 2020) 
 

WATERLOO:  
-“Open Air 
Market” located 
on Willis Way 
closing streets to 
cars and improve 
eating and 
shopping while 
adhering to public 
health guidelines 
HAMILTON:  
-“Outdoor Dining 
Districts” to allow 
for patio space on 
sidewalks and 
streets 
  

QUEBEC  -No locally 
applicable 
solutions  

QUEBEC CITY: 
-New Tramway 
Network includes 
wider sidewalks 
and more room 
for urban park 
space to ensure 
that all citizens 
have access to 
the downtown & 
green space 
(Page, 2020) 

MONTREAL:  
-“Superblocks” to 
eliminate cars on 
some streets for 
the entire or most 
of the day, reduce 
speed limits on 
others, and 
encourage active 
transit.   

MONTREAL:  
-Established 
“health corridors” 
and plans to 
expand the 
pedestrian 
network to 
enhance travel to 
the downtown 
core.  

  



 25 

BRITISH 
COLUMBIA 

VANCOUVER: -
“Vanplay”: An 
initiative to 
allocate 
resources to 
underserved 
neighbourhoods 
to enhance public 
space through 
equity mapping. 

VANOUVER: 
-Eliminating 
parking within 
parks to allow for 
more room  

VANCOUVER: 
-Stanley park 
roadway was 
initially only open 
to cyclists and 
pedestrians; the 
seawall was 
strictly for 
pedestrians. 
VICTORIA:  
-Sections of main 
roadways like 
Government 
Street will now 
move forward 
with “pedestrian 
priority” 
designations 
(Basu, 2020).  

VANCOUVER: 
-“Room to Queue” 
initiative; 
repurposing 
public space and 
widening 
sidewalks for long 
lines at 
businesses and 
giving pedestrians 
room to pass by. 
This includes 
50km of slow 
streets and 
reallocating road 
space for patios 
(City Of 
Vancouver, 202).  

ALBERTA -No locally 
applicable 
solutions 

CALGARY:  
-Crescent Road; 
closed parts to 
vehicular traffic as 
a response to 
overcrowding. To 
open up the 
space to 
pedestrians, 
cyclists, those 
with assistive 
devices, etc. 
Advocating for 
this closure to be 
extended due to 
public response 
and support of 
transformation  
(Krause, 2020) 

EDMONTON:  
-Reallocated 
outer lane and 
curb space for 
active transit on 
many major 
roadways.  
-Low traffic 
streets, complete 
streets, and quiet 
streets have all 
been 
implemented 
(PediBike Info, 
2020) 

CALGARY:  
-Stephen Avenue 
closed to cars to 
allow for 
restaurant and 
patio extensions.  
-Plans for 
Chinatown 
roadways to be 
transformed to 
one way traffic 
and reduced 
parking or 
pedestrian only to 
allow for patio 
space and 
increased 
walkability 
(Leong, 2020).  

MANITOBA BRANDON:  
-Riverbank 
Discovery Centre 
trails and 
greenspace  
Reopens with 
physical 
distancing 
guidelines for 
people to utilize 
during shutdowns 
(Sawatzky, Lamb, 
2020).  

 WINNIPEG:  
-Restoring Safe 
Services plan 
includes 
reopening all city 
owned public 
spaces like skate 
parks, tennis, 
basketball, and 
athletic fields, 
with physical 
distancing 
measures (City of 
Winnipeg, 2020).  

WINNIPEG:  
-10 roadways that 
were closed on 
Sundays to cars 
have now 
extended to 
seven days a 
week (Kavanagh, 
2020)  

WINNIPEG:  
-Patios and 
restaurant 
extensions have 
had “sprawling” 
transformations to 
accommodate 
physical 
distancing now 
accept pets to 
entice more 
commerce (Babb, 
2020).  
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SASKATCHEWAN SASKATOON:  
-All public spaces 
have now 
reopened with 
physical 
distancing 
guidelines in 
place including 
parks, trails, dog 
parks, beaches, 
sports fields.  
-The Traffic, 
Broadway, and 
University Bridges 
now operate one 
way only for 
pedestrian lanes.  
(To Do Canada, 
2020).  

PROVINCE 
WIDE:  
-Created a 
reopening best 
practises 
document as a 
resource for 
municipalities and 
localities to use 
when considering 
reopening parks 
and recreation 
facilities 
(Saskatchewan 
Parks and 
Recreation 
Association, 
2020).  

 -No locally 
applicable 
solutions  

 -No locally 
applicable 
solutions  

NEW 
BRUNSWICK  

 -No locally 
applicable 
solutions  

MONCTON:  
-Currently at a 
Level 2; Partial 
Activation stage 
where the 
majority of public 
spaces have 
been reopened 
with physical 
distancing 
measures (City of 
Moncton, 2020).  

SAINT JOHN:  
-Temporarily 
closing streets in 
downtown district 
as an “open 
streets” initiative 
to encourage 
pedestrian 
mobility and 
physical 
distancing. 
(Smith, 2020) 

SAINT JOHN:  
-Merchants on 
pedestrian only 
streets to help 
“animate” the 
landscape with 
music, food and 
beverage access, 
sidewalk 
shopping, etc. in 
hopes to entice 
more to shop 
downtown (Smith, 
2020).  
MONCTON:  
-All sidewalk patio 
fees have been 
waived for 
businesses in 
2020 (City of 
Moncton, 2020).  
FREDERICTON:  
-Fredericton Al 
Fresco & 
#SupportFredLoc
al initiative is 
seeing 60 new 
outdoor dining 
spaces (Hakim, 
Yamoah, 2020).  
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NOVASCOTIA  PROVINCE 
WIDE:  
-Municipal parks 
and green 
spaces, 
community 
gardens have 
reopened with 
physical 
distancing 
guidelines 
(Neustaeter, 
2020). 

HALIFAX:  
-In the process of 
opening all parks 
and green 
spaces, including 
opening Georges 
Island for the first 
time in decades 
on August 8th to 
support the need 
for green space 
as well as 
economic 
recovery (Parks 
Canada, 2020) 

HALIFAX:  
-Installed 23 slow 
streets and 
extended 
sidewalks as a 
mobility response 
plan (April, 2020).  

HALIFAX:  
-Closing streets to 
vehicle traffic to 
only allow 
pedestrians, 
increasing space 
needed for patio 
and outdoor 
shopping 
experiences 
(HalifaxToday, 
2020).  

PRINCE 
EDWARD 
ISLAND 

CHARLOTTETO
WN: 
-Art in the Open 
market to 
continue with 
physical 
distancing 
measures in 
place. This event 
will close streets 
to cars and 
operate on 
streets, 
sidewalks, and 
parks with free 
access to all (Art 
in the Open, 
2020).  

CHARLOTTETO
WN:  
-Working on 
repurposing 
space from 
underutilized 
buildings, run 
down/ empty 
homes and 
commercial space 
and making it into 
public green 
space. Currently 
starting with an 
old nursing home 
location (Brown, 
2020).  

 -No locally 
applicable 
solutions  

 PROVINCE 
WIDE:  
 -Patios and 
outdoor dining 
initiatives have 
been increased to 
help the economy 
recover (Yarr, 
2020).  

NFL AND 
LABRADOR 

PROVINCE 
WIDE:  
-Municipal parks 
and green 
spaces, 
community 
gardens have 
reopened with 
physical 
distancing 
guidelines 
(Neustaeter, 
2020). 

 -No locally 
applicable 
solutions  

ST. JOHNS:  
-Pedestrian only 
downtown vision 
fast tracked 
(McKenzie-Sutter, 
2020) 

ST. JOHNS:  
-Decks and patios 
built for 
restaurants, the 
municipality also 
closed four blocks 
for 10 hours a day 
with picnic tables 
installed along the 
route to entice 
local spending in 
the downtown 
(McKenzie-Sutter, 
2020).  
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TERRITORIES  YUKON, 
NUNAVUT & 
NWT:  
-Municipal parks 
and green 
spaces, 
community 
gardens have 
reopened with 
physical 
distancing 
guidelines.  
 
*Nunavut is still in 
a state of 
emergency and 
public health 
orders are still in 
effect.  
(Neustaeter, 
2020).  

 -No locally 
applicable 
solutions  

 -No locally 
applicable 
solutions  

 -No locally 
applicable 
solutions  
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