
Brush with Art – Department of Fine Arts  

Terms of Reference for Display Venues 

Brush with Art is a program operated by the Department of Fine Arts and involves exhibiting Fine Arts student 
artwork in public yet secure venues on the University of Waterloo campus. Current venues include the Stratford 
Campus, Counselling Services, the Dean of Arts Office, Arts Undergraduate Office, University Relations.  
 
For more information and photographs, see https://uwaterloo.ca/fine-arts/brush-with-art. 

 
Department faculty co-ordinators: Joan Coutu, joan.coutu@uwaterloo.ca / Linda Carson, lccarson@uwaterloo.ca  
Department administrative assistant; Sharon Dahmer, sdahmer@uwaterloo.ca 
 
Terms of Reference 
The works are to be hung in mutually agreed-upon venues and locations within the venue (particular walls, and 
possibly tables in the case of sculpture).  

 
The Fine Arts faculty co-ordinators normally make all curatorial decisions. The co-ordinators consider the 
appropriateness of subject matter and design of the works vis-à-vis the venue. 
 
Normally the works will be hung in early April. The works are hung on an agreed-upon date. The hang is done by 2-3 
Fine Arts students under the supervision of a Fine Arts co-ordinator. Significant effort is made to minimize disruption 

to the day-to-day workings of the venue (noise, tools, etc.) and to minimize required number of nail/screw holes in the 
wall. If the venue controls parking access, such access will be required.  
 
The works are exhibited for one calendar year (April–April). 
 
The works will be replaced with new works (assuming the venue wishes to continue to be a part of the Brush with Art 

program). Any holes in the walls will be filled and are typically also covered with the new work.  
 
No labels will be affixed to the wall beside the works. 
 
After the works are installed, each venue will receive a folder entitled “Profile Sheets” normally to be kept at the 
venue’s reception desk. This consists of digital thumbnail images of the works and the name and contact information 

(UWaterloo email) of each artist. If someone expresses interest in purchasing a work, we ask that the venue 
receptionist (or equivalent) provide that person with the student’s contact information. The Department of Fine Art 
does not act as an intermediary in the sale of works. 
 
In the event that a work is purchased, we ask that the work remain on exhibit until the end of the exhibition period 
(April).  

 
After the works are installed, each venue will also receive a small, discreet sign that states the art hung in the venue is 
the work of Department of Fine Arts students. We ask that this sign be visibly displayed. 
 
Students who have submitted work to Brush with Art have signed a waiver that includes the following statement:  
“I understand that Brush with Art, and the University of Waterloo, including its employees and students, are in no way 

responsible for any damage to or theft of property during delivery, set up, or take-down of my artwork. As such, the 
risk of loss or damage to my artwork will be my responsibility to accept, or insure against. ”  
We ask that each venue, as far as is reasonably possible, ensures the safety and security of the installed work.  
 
If a work is significantly damaged or goes missing while on exhibition, the Department of Fine Arts reserves the right 
to discontinue the Brush with Art program at that particular venue.  

 
Finally, the Department of Fine Arts respectfully asks the venue to consider a donation to the Brush with Art prize 
fund. This prize will be awarded to a student who has submitted work to Brush with Art. The prize will be juried by the 
Fine Arts faculty co-ordinators and will be awarded at the annual Fine Arts Award Ceremony in March, a significant 
event in the Fine Arts community. The prize will be a mark of distinction on an emerging artist’s curriculum vitae. 
Please contact Sharon Dahmer: sdahmer@uwaterloo.ca 
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