
Course Schedule

IMPORTANT: ALL TIMES EASTERN - Please see the University Policies section of your Course Outline for
details

Week Module Activities and Assignments End/Due Date Weight (%)

Week 1 Module 1: Pandemic
Histories 

All Readings are in Course Reserves, which are
accessed from the Library Resources widget on the

Course Home page.

Introduce Yourself Post: Friday, May 12, 2023 at
11:55 PM

Ungraded

Weekly Discussions

In addition to responding to the question, be sure to
post an introduction of yourself to the group; no more

than 50 words.

Post: Friday, May 12, 2023 at
11:55 PM

Weekly Discussions are
collectively worth 10% of your

final grade

Global Citizen Activity (Initial) Sunday, May 14, 2023 at
11:55 PM

5%

Week 2 Module 2: Pandemic
Epidemiologies

Weekly Discussions

Post: Thursday, May 18, 2023
at 11:55 PM

Respond: Sunday, May 21,
2023 at 11:55 PM

 

Week 3 Module 3: Pandemic Politics

Weekly Discussions

Post: Thursday, May 25, 2023
at 11:55 PM

(no respond due date this
week)

Critical Reflection 1 Sunday, May 28, 2023 at
11:55 PM

10%
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Week 4 Module 4: Pandemic
Economics

Weekly Discussions

Post: Thursday, June 1, 2023
at 11:55 PM

Respond: Sunday, June 4,
2023 at 11:55 PM

Class Debates (Debate Week) Preparation 
Connect with 2 classmates to form a team of 3. Next

week, you will be asked to self-enrol in a group
together.

Sunday, June 4, 2023 at 11:55
PM

 

Week 5 Module 5: Pandemic
Geographies – the Statistics 

Weekly Discussions

Post: Thursday, June 8, 2023
at 11:55 PM

Respond: Sunday, June 11,
2023 at 11:55 PM

Class Debates (Debate Week) Preparation 

Self-enrol into groups of 3 for your group’s decided
Topic and Pro/Con selection.

Contact your TA if you are not self-enrolled in a group
by this date and your TA will assist you with finding a

group.

Sunday, June 11, 2023 at
11:55 PM

 

Week 6 Module 6: Pandemic
Geographies – the Stories

Class Debates (Debate Week) Preparation 

Your TA will post an announcement with links for all
Debate Topic groups.

Work with team members to prepare for the debate.

Monday, June 12, 2023 at
11:55 PM

 

Weekly Discussions

Post: Thursday, June 15, 2023
at 11:55 PM

Respond: Monday, June 19,
2023 at 11:55 PM

Critical Reflection 2 Monday, June 19, 2023 at
11:55 PM

10%

Create your Kialo account so that you are ready for the
Debate next week.

Monday, June 19, 2023 at
11:55 PM

 

Class Debates (Debate Week) Please note the AM times for
the Debate Steps, Due Dates.

1. PRO Post Argument and 3 Claims 1. Tuesday, June 20, 2023 at
11:55 AM

2. CON Post Follow-Up Argument 2. Wednesday, June 21, 2023
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Week 7 Module 7: Pandemic
Debates

at 11:55 AM

20%

3. PRO will REBUT the CON 3. Thursday, June 22, 2023 at
11:55 AM

4. CON will REBUT the PRO 4. Friday, June 23, 2023 at
11:55 AM

5. Final Summation: one member from each group
submits to the drop box. 

5. Tuesday, June 27, 2023 at
11:55 PM

Week 8 Module 8: Pandemic
Inequalities - Local 

Weekly Discussions

Post: Thursday, June 29, 2023
at 11:55 PM

Respond: Sunday, July 2,
2023 at 11:55 PM

Week 9 Module 9: Pandemic
Inequalities - Global 

Weekly Discussions

Post: Thursday, July 6, 2023
at 11:55 PM

Respond: Sunday, July 9,
2023 at 11:55 PM

Critical Reflection 3 Sunday, July 9, 2023 at 11:55
PM

10%

Week 10 Module 10: Gendered
Pandemics 

Weekly Discussions

Post: Thursday, July 13, 2023
at 11:55 PM

Respond: Sunday, July 16,
2023 at 11:55 PM

Week 11 Module 11: Pandemic
Responses 

Weekly Discussions

Post: Thursday, July 20, 2023
at 11:55 PM

Respond: Sunday, July 23,
2023 at 11:55 PM

Media Assignment Sunday, July 23, 2023 at
11:55 PM

30%

Week 12 Module 12: Pandemics and
Environmental Change

Global Citizen Activity (Revisit) Sunday, July 30, 2023 at
11:55 PM

5%
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Contact Information

Announcements

You are expected to check Announcements on the Course Home page on a regular basis.
To ensure you are viewing the complete list of announcements, you may need to click
Show All Announcements.

Discussions

Discussion topics can be accessed by clicking Connect and then Discussions on the course
navigation bar above. A General Discussion topic has also been made available to allow
students to communicate with peers in the course. Your instructor may drop in at this
discussion topic.

Contact Us

Who and Why Contact Details
Instructor and TA

Course-related questions (e.g., course
content, deadlines, assignments, etc.)

Questions of a personal nature

Technical problems with the Global
Citizen Activity

Support with Kialo for the Debate:
https://www.kialo-edu.com/

Post your course-related questions to the Ask the TA discussion topic.
This allows other students to benefit from your question as well.

Questions of a personal nature can be directed to your instructor.

Instructor: Abraham Marshall Nunbogu
amnunbogu@uwaterloo.ca

Your instructor checks email frequently and will make every effort to reply
to your questions within 24–48 hours, Monday to Friday.

Technical Support,
Centre for Extended Learning

learnhelp@uwaterloo.ca

Include your full name, WatIAM user ID, student number, and course name
and number.








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Technical problems with Waterloo
LEARN

Technical support is available during regular business hours, Monday to
Friday, 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM (Eastern Time).

IST Knowledge Base: For Students
Learner Support Services,
Centre for Extended Learning

General inquiries

Examination information

Student Resources

extendedlearning@uwaterloo.ca

Include your full name, WatIAM user ID, student number, and course name
and number.






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Course Description and Learning Outcomes

Description
In 2019 - 2021, the world experienced its second global pandemic in a century.  This has affected every
aspect of every life in every country in the world.  This course will serve to unpack the pandemic,
contextualize the pandemic, and encourage us to think critically about global experiences and responses. 
Students will be exposed to a range of theoretical perspectives and debates and engage in a range of
innovative assessment activities to illustrate their learnings.

The structure of the course is designed to enhance the student’s ability to: think critically, communicate
well, and see themselves as a global citizen.

We will accomplish this by following a series of steps across 12 modules.  You will see these identified
in each of the 12 learning modules; they are:

Read (before you start the module, read the assigned materials)

Review (review the lecture burst – no more than 20 minutes of me talking to you, I promise!)

Watch/Listen (there will typically be a video, or a film, or a podcast that will illustrate the
concepts being discussed in the module)

Do (there will typically be an exercise or a case study for you to engage in that allows you to see
the application of the concepts being discussed in the module)

Discuss (we will typically engage with each other through on-line discussion boards in order to
facilitate peer learning; you should also discuss this material with others in your working and/or
social worlds – what do they think about what you’re learning?)

Finally, throughout the term there will be a number of Activities and Assignments that will allow you to
display your learnings in a manner that allows me and the teaching assistants to evaluate them for
grading purposes.

Learning Outcomes










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At the end of this course, the successful student should be able to: 

Define key terms related to pandemics;

Illustrate theoretical framings and understandings of a global health pandemic;

Critically assess the human health relationships in the media as well as the peer reviewed
literature; and,

Value their role as a global citizen.

This online course was developed by Susan Elliott, with instructional design and multimedia
development support provided by the Centre for Extended Learning. Further media production was
provided by Instructional Technologies and Multimedia Services.








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© University of Waterloo

About the Course Authors

Course Author — Susan J. Elliott, PhD

Professor of Geography, Elliott completed her PhD
(1992) and has worked as a faculty member at 3
Canadian research intensive universities. She has an
active research career, with over 200 peer reviewed
publications related to environment and (public)
health, focused on Canada and the developing world. 

She has also supervised 50+ graduate students and
post-doctoral fellows to completion.  She has
undertaken a range of administrative and research
leadership roles including Director of the Institute of Environment and Health (McMaster),
Senior Research Fellow in the United Nations University Institute for Water, Environment
and Health, Dean of Social Sciences (McMaster) and Dean of Health Sciences (Waterloo).

She has been teaching health geography for over 30 years and has received awards for both
research and mentorship.

Meet the Course Authors

© Course Author(s) and University of Waterloo
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Materials and Resources

Textbook

No textbooks are required for this course. Required readings can be found on Course
Reserves. 

Course Reserves

Course Reserves for Students are used in this course. Course Reserves can be accessed
using the Library Resources widget on the Course Home page.

Other Materials

Students are required to take digital photos for graded assignments for this course.
Access to a smartphone, digital camera, or similar photo-taking device is required.

Resources

Library services for Co-op students on work term and students taking online courses






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Grade Breakdown

The following table represents the grade breakdown of this course.

Activities and Assignments Weight (%)
Global Citizen Assignment (Initial) 5%
Weekly Discussions 10%
Critical Reflections x 3 30%
Media Assignment 30%
Class Debates (Debate Week) 20%
Global Citizen Assignment (Revisit) 5%

Official Grades

Official Grades and Academic Standings are available through Quest.
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Course Policies
If work is submitted late, it will be penalized by removing 5% each day after the due date (weekends
included). The instructor recognizes that students periodically require relief from academic work for
medical or other personal situations. This policy aims to manage these requests by taking into account
the needs and obligations of students. For medical or personal situations resulting in missed academic
work, a note from a doctor or counselling services should be provided. The late policy will not be
applied if a doctor’s or counsellor’s note is not provided. Missed work without an explanatory note
signed by a third party will be given a mark of zero.

Please ensure you save an electronic copy of all of your work. Following submission of assignments,
please allow approximately 1 to 2 weeks for marks to be returned. The instructor and university reserve
the right to modify elements of the course during the term. The university may change the dates and
deadlines for any or all courses in extreme circumstances. If either type of modification becomes
necessary, reasonable notice and communication with the students will be given with explanation and
the opportunity to comment on changes. It is the responsibility of students to check their email and
course websites frequently during the term to note any changes.

Student Conduct
Behaviour in all aspects of this course should meet the standards expected at the University of Waterloo.
Inappropriate behaviour directed against colleagues, or the instructor will not be tolerated. Inappropriate
behaviour in aspects of this course outside of the classroom (e.g., Learn Discussion Board) will not be
tolerated.

Mark Appeals
You have one week from the date that an assignment is returned to appeal your mark. If you wish to
appeal a grade, you must submit a written note justifying why you wish to have the assignment
remarked, with the assignment attached. If the written justification is insufficient (e.g., simply wanting a
higher grade is insufficient), the assignment will not be re-graded. If the justification is sufficient, the
entire assignment will be re-graded. Your mark can therefore increase or decrease.
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