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Note: Routinely refer to the course website (LEARN) for updates

Required course text

Paul Robbins, John Hintz, Sarah A. Moore. 2014. Environment and Society: A Critical Introduction. Second
edition. Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell. [available at UW Bookstore & a hard copy is on reserve at Porter Library]

Course description

This course examines the interface between human development and the environment in a global context.
Various perspectives are explored to link environmental issues to wealth, poverty, consumption, population,
and economic globalization. Case studies focusing on countries in different contexts of development are used
to illustrate linkages.

This course is recognized as a PACS Content Course that fulfills requirements in the interdisciplinary Peace and
Conflict Studies plan. For information about doing a PACS concentration (Major, Minor or Option) visit:
http://grebel.uwaterloo.ca/academic/undergrad/pacs/plans.shtml.

Intended learning outcomes
By the end of this course, you should be able to:

e Explain how environmental concerns affect development policy and practice, in a context of global change
and uncertainty

e Explain key concepts and debates in environment-development interactions
o Apply your knowledge in a series of practical case studies

e Effectively communicate ideas and critiques verbally and in written form


mailto:sdscott@uwaterloo.ca
http://grebel.uwaterloo.ca/academic/undergrad/pacs/plans.shtml

Course schedule

Lecture content, readings, and assignment deadlines

Tutorial?

Week 1 (Sept 12) Course introduction: Dilemmas of development &
sustainable development

Yes: Introductions;
overview of term paper;
determine group members

Week 2 (Sept 19) Market-based environmentalism
Robbins et al., Chapter 3 (Markets and Commodities)

Recommended reading: Kothari, A., Demaria, F., & Acosta, A. (2014). “Buen
Vivir, Degrowth and Ecological Swaraj: Alternatives to sustainable
development and the Green Economy.” Development, 57(3-4), 362-375.
doi:10.1057/dev.2015.24

‘Week 2 Reading response’ on Ch. 3 due Tuesday, Sept 18, 6pm

Yes

Week 3 (Sept 26) CASE STUDY 1: Behaviour change to curb CO, emissions

Review case study materials in advance, as well as Robbins et al., Chapter 9
(Carbon Dioxide)

NO TUTORIALS

Week 4 (Oct 3) Discourses of development & social construction of nature

the section on “The Limits of Constructivism” p.131-134.

‘Week 4 Reading response’ on Ch. 8 due Tuesday, Oct 4, 6pm

Robbins et al., Chapter 8 (Social Construction of Nature). Note: you can ignore

Yes

(Oct 10) Thanksgiving holiday - No class
Oct 13 = Tuesday schedule / Oct 14 = Wed schedule

NO TUTORIALS

Week 5 (Oct 17) CASE STUDY 2: Organic food in China

Read case study materials in advance (on Learn)

Yes: Present your term
paper topic

Week 6 (Oct 24) Institutions and environmental management
Robbins et al., Chapter 4 (Institutions and ‘The Commons’)
‘Week 6 Reading response’ on Ch. 4 due Tuesday, Oct 25, 6pm

Term paper outline & group contract due Friday, Oct 28

NO TUTORIALS

Week 7 (Oct 31) MIDTERM TEST (60 min), no lecture after the test

NO TUTORIALS

Week 8 (Nov 7) CASE STUDY 3: Livelihoods & co-management in Vietham

Read case study materials in advance (on Learn)

Yes

Week 9 (Nov 14) Political economy, Part 1
Robbins et al., Chapter 7 (Political Economy)

‘Week 9 Reading response’ on Ch. 7 due Tuesday, Nov 15, 6pm

NO TUTORIALS




Week 10 (Nov 21) CASE STUDY 4: Environmental injustice in First Nation
communities: The case of the Chemical Valley

Read case study materials in advance (on Learn)

Yes:

3MT-style presentations

Week 11 (Nov 28) CASE STUDY 5: Biotechnology & GMOs

Read case study materials in advance (on Learn):

Yes: exam preparation
(answer sample test

3-page handout “Golden Rice Factsheet” questions)
& Stone, G. D., and Glover, D. (2016). “Disembedding grain: Golden Rice, the
Green Revolution, and heirloom seeds in the Philippines.” Agriculture and
Human Values, 1-16.
Week 12 (Dec 5 — last class of the term) Course review

Assessment Schedule
Assessment Due Date Value (%)
5 Case studies (in class) @ 4% each 20
4 Reading responses Tuesdays at 6pm 5

(see dates above)

Tutorial participation 5
Term paper outline & group contract Oct 31 5
3MT-style presentation re. term paper Nov 23-25 5
Term paper (in groups of 3) Dec 2 20
Term paper group self-assessment Dec5 --
Mid-term test Oct 31 15
Final exam (schedule released Oct 19) TBD 25

Reading responses

To reinforce the linkages between the course learning outcomes and the weekly readings, you are asked to
write a short (maximum 250-word) response to a prompt (question) that will be provided, related to the

readings for the upcoming week. These should be posted to the appropriate discussion forum corresponding

to your tutorial.

Midterm test & final exam

This course involves an in-class midterm test and a final exam scheduled during the exam period. The format

will be a combination of short-answer and essay questions. These tests will assess assigned reading materials
(read them carefully!), class lectures, videos, and tutorial activities. The final exam will be cumulative, covering

all material from the course, but with more emphasis on the latter half.




Term paper & term paper outline

Guidelines are posted on Learn.

3MT presentation (on your term paper topic)

You will be asked to give a three-minute presentation in tutorial (using just one PPT slide), covering three
questions:

1. What is the environment-development problem that you identified?
2. Choose one of the mechanisms you identified and explain how it addresses the problem.
3. Briefly discuss the advantages/disadvantages of this mechanism.

Please have all group members contribute to presenting your material. Rehearse carefully to ensure you stick
to the time limit. Your slide can be simply an image, or some key words, or a flow chart of the main ideas from
your paper. We will encourage your fellow classmates to provide feedback and questions after each
presentation.

Email policy (= put Geog 203 in the subject line & indicate your TA’s name)

| will use the ‘Annoucements’ tool in Learn to post important updates regarding the course. Check this section
of the site regularly. You can also subscribe to receive email notifications. For general questions, please use the
‘Q&A’ webboard, where other students can see and also reply to messages. Any questions related to individual
grades or a personal matter (e.g., health issue) may be sent as an email message, preferably through Learn.

If you would like to contact me outside of my scheduled office hours, please direct course-related questions to
me through Learn. | prefer this to my regular email inbox, where your email may get lost amongst other
messages. | will try to respond to your emails within 2 working days. If you do not hear back from me within
three days (excluding weekends), feel free to contact me again in case the message got overlooked.

Note that email is the official channel of communication between the University and its students. You are
required to check your uwaterloo.ca email account regularly; | recommend that you check for course-related
emails at least twice a week. If you use another email service (e.g., gmail), it is your responsibility to ensure
that mail sent to your uwaterloo.ca account is forwarded to your other account.

Laptop/mobile device policy

If you feel the need to use your laptop, tablet or phone during class, limit your use to course-related activities.
Checking email, browsing web sites, using social media, texting, etc. during class time is disruptive to your
classmates and to the instructor.

The Writing Centre

The Writing Centre works across all faculties to help students clarify their ideas, develop their voices,
and communicate in the style appropriate to their disciplines. Writing Centre staff offer one-on-one
support in planning assignments, using and documenting research, organizing papers and reports,
designing presentations and e-portfolios, and revising for clarity and coherence.

You can make multiple appointments throughout the term, or drop in at the Library for quick
qguestions or feedback. To book a 50-minute appointment and to see drop-in hours, visit
www.uwaterloo.ca/writing-centre. Group appointments for team-based projects, presentations, and
papers are also available.



http://www.uwaterloo.ca/writing-centre

Please note that communication specialists guide you to see your work as readers would. They can
teach you revising skills and strategies, but will not change or correct your work for you. Please bring
hard copies of your assignment instructions and any notes or drafts to your appointment.

Strongly recommended sources on writing skills

For this and other undergraduate geography courses, you are expected to have a high level of writing
competency. To further hone your skills, | strongly recommend the sources below to all students.

e Writing Effective Essays and Reports, by Rob de Loe (free online resource):
http://www.environment.uwaterloo.ca/u/rdeloe/writing booklet/

e Style: Lessons in Clarity and Grace by Joseph Williams (free PDF online, or in the library)

e www.grammarbook.com (free online resource).

Submission of assignments

Submit your term paper & outline in Microsoft Word (not as a PDF) in order to enable feedback using ‘track-
changes.” Assignments must be submitted to the designated Dropbox on Learn by 11:59 pm on the due date,
unless otherwise noted.

By submitting an assignment for this course, you are agreeing to the following:

e You have properly referenced and footnoted all ideas, words or other intellectual property from other
sources used in the completion of this assignment.

e You have included a proper bibliography, which includes acknowledgement of all sources used to
complete this assignment.

e This is the first time you have submitted this assignment or essay (either partially or entirely) for
academic evaluation.

Turnitin: Text matching software (Turnitin®) will be used to screen assignments in this course. This is being
done both as an educational activity for you and to verify that use of all materials and sources in assignments is
documented. Students will be given an option if they do not want to have their assignment screened by
Turnitin®. If you have objections to having your work submitted to Turnitin, please inform me by Sept 26 to
discuss alternative arrangements.

Academic Integrity & Plagiarism: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the
University of Waterloo community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility.
www.uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/

Please familiarize yourself with the University of Waterloo’s policy dealing with plagiarism. Be especially careful
when using materials obtained from the internet, and be aware that software available to instructors can be
used to check student submissions for plagiarism (e.g. www.Turnitin.com). Plagiarism offices are treated
seriously by the University and can result in significant penalties being assessed (e.g. failing grade on an
assignment, repeating a course, suspension or expulsion).

Definition of Plagiarism: “The act of presenting the ideas, words or other intellectual property of another as
one's own.” - Source: University of Waterloo, Policy 71.

The bottom line: it is inappropriate (and constitutes plagiarism) to have more than 5 words taken word-for-
word from a source, if it is not listed as a direct quote. Thus, even if you have cited a source, you must
sufficiently paraphrase the material or else present it in quotation marks.

To Avoid Plagiarism: The use of other people's work must be properly acknowledged and referenced in all
written material such as take-home examinations, essays, laboratory reports, work-term reports, design
projects, statistical data, computer programs and research results. The properly acknowledged use of sources is
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an accepted and important part of scholarship. Use of such material without complete and unambiguous
acknowledgement, however, is an offence under policy 71.

Please visit the on-line tutorial at http://www.lib.uwaterloo.ca/ait/. See ‘Check your understanding’ to learn
more about what constitutes an academic offence.

Late policy: You are expected to take account of the possibility of computer failure in planning your time.
Emailed or faxed assignments will not be accepted. The penalty for late assignments is 5 % of the total possible
mark per day, including weekends and holidays. Assignments submitted more than 5 days after the due date
will not be accepted unless we have made a prior arrangement.

When You Cannot Meet a Course Requirement Due to lliness or Other Reasons: There will be no unpenalized
extensions on assignments except for illness, severe personal extenuating circumstances, or weather
emergencies. When you find yourself unable to meet a course requirement because of medical, compassionate
or other reasons, please advise me in writing by email; make sure to include your full name in your message.
Where possible, you must contact the instructor in advance of the assignment due date, but otherwise as soon
as possible after the due date. As a rule, you must provide appropriate documentation, for example, a note
from your doctor indicating the dates during which you were ill, and describing the severity of your illness.
Manage your time carefully. Pressure of work alone is not an acceptable reason for seeking an extension
without penalty.

Information for Students Using Waterloo LEARN (course website): Waterloo Learn is a web-based course
management system that enables instructors to manage course materials (posting of lecture notes etc.),
interact with their students (drop boxes for student submissions, on-line quizzes, discussion boards, course e-
mail etc.), and provide feedback (grades, assignment comments etc.). Users can login to Learn via:
http://learn.uwaterloo.ca/. Use your WatlAM/Quest username and password. If you still cannot get on after
checking your password, please confirm with your instructor that you are on the class roster.

Missed tests/exams

The midterm test is mandatory, and thus, every effort should be made to attend. The only exceptions to this
are those students who have a valid medical reason, personal or family emergency, etc.:

e Valid medical reason such as illness or accident (proof such as a note from Health Services is required);

o Significant personal or family emergency, death in the family, etc. (with suitable proof where possible);

e Other valid reasons beyond the control of the student (to be approved on a case-by-case basis at the
discretion of the instructor). If you know in advance that you will not be able to make a test, please contact
the instructor as far in advance as possible to discuss alternatives.

If you miss a test or exam for any reason:

1. Communicate to the instructor the reason you missed the test.

2. IMPORTANT! As soon as possible, please obtain a valid medical, counselor’s or other ‘proof of absence’ note
explaining the reason for your absence, degree of incapacitation, dates covered by the note, etc. Please
make a copy of this note and give the copy to your instructor in person, or scan and submit it by email.

3. Due to the time consuming nature of creating a make up test, tests can only be written on the day
originally scheduled. Do NOT assume a make up test is possible.

If you miss a test but do NOT have a doctor’s/counselor’s note or other valid explanation for your absence,
explain the reason for your absence to the instructor (ideally during office hours or by email). The instructor
will determine on a case-by-case basis whether an alternative arrangement can be made, or whether to assign
a zero on the test.
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University policies and support

A gentle reminder to take care of yourself and find ways to de-stress. Getting enough sleep and eating well will
go a long way to helping you accomplish your academic goals. Balance things out with some time away from
studying. Here are some links on Academic and life wellness services at UW: https://uwaterloo.ca/student-
success/academic-and-life-wellness-services.

Mental Health: The University of Waterloo, the Faculty of Environment and our Departments consider
students' well-being to be extremely important. We recognize that throughout the term students may face
health challenges - physical and / or emotional. Please note that help is available. Mental health is a serious
issue for everyone and can affect your ability to do your best work. Counselling Services
http://www.uwaterloo.ca/counselling-services is an inclusive, non-judgmental, and confidential space for
anyone to seek support. They offer confidential counselling for a variety of areas including anxiety, stress
management, depression, grief, substance use, sexuality, relationship issues, and much more.

Students with disabilities: AccessAbility Services located in Needles Hall, Room 1132, collaborates with all
academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without
compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to lessen the
impact of your disability, please register at the beginning of each academic term.

Religious Observances: Students need to inform the instructor at the beginning of term if special
accommodation needs to be made for religious observances that are not otherwise accounted for in the
scheduling of classes and assignments.

Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been
unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and
Grievances, Section 4, www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm. When in doubt please contact
your Undergraduate Advisor for details.

Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing academic
offenses, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes
an offense, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offenses (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for
group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the
Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will
be imposed under Policy 71 — Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of
penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline,
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm. Within ENV, those committing academic
offences (e.g. cheating, plagiarism) will be placed on disciplinary probation and will be subject to penalties that
may include a grade of 0 on affected course elements, 0 on the course, suspension, and expulsion.

Students who believe that they have been wrongfully or unjustly penalized have the right to grieve; refer to
Policy #70, Student Grievance, http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm

Appeals: A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances (other than a
petition) or Policy 71 — (Student Discipline) may be appealed if there is a ground. A student who believes
he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72 (Student Appeals)
www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm

Unclaimed assignments will be retained until one month after term grades become official in Quest. After that
time, they will be destroyed in compliance with UW’s confidential shredding procedures.
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