
GEOG 323 

The course: The effects of COVD-19 pandemic has had devastating consequences for global tourism. This 

has meant that an increased understanding of how global tourism intersects with the economy, 

environment, society and culture is critical. Applying relevant social science concepts to practices of 

global tourism, the course will focus on assessing and measuring the impacts of tourism, determining its 

costs and benefits and necessary tradeoffs, and finding alternative pathways to a sustainable tourism 

future.   

How it’s moved online: Course lectures will consist primarily of narrated slides. External videos 

documenting selected case studies of tourism impacts will be posted online. In addition, a compilation 

of slides consisting of global case studies of tourism impacts and texts  will be posted online.  

How will students be assessed: Each student will create a virtual tourist-avatar of self, and “travel” to a 

specific destination of their choice. As they “travel”, they will work on a four-part assignment: 1) tourist 

profile 2) nature of encounters (experience) 3) observations of impacts and 4) potential impact 

mitigating measures. The final exam will be a take-home test with a combination of short essay and 

multiple choice/fill in the blanks type questions. The course will have a mix of synchronous and 

asynchronous sessions. The professor and TA will have regular online office hours.  

 


