
GEOG 340 

Most of us live in cities but nearly 20% of Canada’s population reside in smaller settlement areas.  In this 

course you’ll discover how these places have changed over time and how they’re currently being re-

invented to sustain their population base. This course runs asynchronously. 

Canada’s rural communities have undergone significant change since their founding. In this course we 

describe, explain and interpret this change by examining the evolving spatial patterns and identities of 

both dispersed and nucleated settlements. More specifically, we consider the original form and function 

of Canada’s smallest places (Module 1), their transformation over time (Module 2), and how their 

economies are currently being re-invented to sustain their population base (Module 3).  The online 

format will involve narrated PowerPoint slides and on-line readings. The assessment will consist of seven 

short response papers (5 marks each = 35%), an assignment on one settlement’s transition (55%) and a 

critical review (10%).  

 


