
Ask the Experts: Tri-Agency and OGS/QEII-GSST graduate scholarships 
Q&A Session 
OGS/QEII-GSST Questions: 
 
I'm a first year Master's student. I feel like my application wouldn't be competitive for the 
OGS, but I believe this will change in the upcoming year. Will the work that I'll do during 
the next year be considered for the competition?  

• If you do not apply for this scholarship this year and wait until next year when you have more 
accomplishments, your application could be considered more competitive. However, that 
should not dissuade you from applying this year. It's good to explain in your application what 
you are interested in researching or achieving but it is equally important to see what you have 
already accomplished!  

Is it possible to get the OGS for a 2nd time I a row? I currently have it for the year, but will 
I be able to try to get for next year?  

• Yes, it is possible to get an OGS for a second year in a row. However, applicants need to apply 
for it every year. Two-year OGS scholarships are not automatically provided. Please review the 
Maximum/Concurrent Support section of the OGS/QEII-GSST webpage for more information. 

Where do I access the OGS application page? I am not sure where to find the information 
to do this or where to submit.  

• Information about the Ontario Graduate Scholarship/Queen Elizabeth II Graduate Scholarship in 
Science and Technology can be found on our website.  

Am I eligible for OGS/QEII if I received a CIHR (CGS-M in 2020)?  
• You may still be eligible to apply for a 2021-2022 OGS/QEII-GSST. However, you cannot hold an 

OGS/QEII-GSST concurrently (in the same term) as a CIHR. If you are successful with an 
OGS/QEII-GSST, you would start it after your current CGS M ends.   

Am I eligible to apply for the OGS for 2021/2022 if I deferred my MMSc admission of Fall 
2020 to Fall 2021?  

• Yes, this is fine, provided you are not an international student, as international students must 
currently be registered to apply. By applying this fall, should you be successful, you can hold an 
OGS/QEII-GSST starting May 2021, September 2021, or January 2022.   

I received QEII as a masters student. Can I get it again as a PhD student?  
• Please review the Maximum Support levels under the Eligibility section on our OGS/QEII-GSST 

website.  

Is it mandatory to have a draft of the research to compete?  
• If you have not yet decided on a specific project, you must still provide a detailed description of 

a proposed research project. You may change your direction or activities during the course of 
the award.  
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Is it ok to reuse content from my last year's NSERC CGSM application for this year's 
OGS/QEII-GSST application?  

• Yes, you are free to reuse the content of your research proposal that you used last year for 
NSERC. However, please ensure that you follow all research proposal requirements for your 
OGS/QEII-GSST application.   

What are the usual statistics of people that get OGS?  
• Please review the "Successful recipients" section on our OGS/QEII website. 

What information to include in the experience section for OGS/QEII-GSST? For the 
sectional of additional circumstances that might have influenced our productivity, how 
do you write about the current events impacting your work and health?  

• Please refer to the Application Instructions for information regarding what they include in 
Section 10: Relevant volunteer, leadership, academic work experience. You may describe any 
special considerations such as health problems, family responsibilities, disabilities, or other 
circumstances that have had an effect on your performance or productivity, including any delays 
in disseminating your research results or completing your degree. The weight to be given to any 
special circumstances will be determined by your Waterloo Faculty/Department OGS/QEII-GSST 
ranking committees.  This section is not mandatory and you must choose the information you 
are comfortable sharing.   

What kinds of student are likely to have a chance to receive the OGS/QEII-GSST award?  
• Please review the "Successful recipients" section on our OGS/QEII website. 

I received QE@@ in science in technology for 2020-21, do I need to reapply this year or 
will I continue to receive it for the last 2 years of my doctorate?  

• Two-year OGS/QEII-GSST scholarships are not automatically provided. Applicants must apply 
each year.  

I received the CGS-M CIHR in April 2020 (for 2020-21). Am I eligible to apply for the next 
OGS/QEII award? Or would that be considered “holding more than one”?  

• The CGS M is a one year scholarship. You can apply for an OGS/QEII-GSST this year (and/or a tri-
agency doctoral scholarship if you are planning to go into a PhD next year). You won't be able to 
start the new scholarship until your CGS M ends though. Feel free to speak to your department 
graduate coordinator about this if you have more questions. Please also review the 
Maximum/Concurrent Support section of the OGS/QEII-GSST webpage for more information.  

For OGS, can my proposal be based on a paper I am working on with a co-author?  
• This would be an unusual circumstance, but there is nothing in the OGS/QEII-GSST guidelines to 

prohibit it. It would be best to contact the Writing and Commination Centre for assistance 
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OGS. Can I ask a professor from my home country university to support me as a referee, 
or only professors from UWaterloo? As this is my first term and I am taking classes online, 
I am just beginning to know my UW professors.  

• In your situation, it is okay to ask professors from your home country to provide a reference 
assessment as they would be the ones who know you the best and can speak best to the 
evaluation criteria. If you were already here for a while and working with faculty members, then 
it would be recommended that one of your referees be your current supervisor.  

OGS. Is there any restriction with the use of this scholarship in case students are also 
applying for co-op? 

• In order to hold OGS/QEII-GSST you must be registered in a full-time graduate program in order 
to receive each installment of the Scholarship. If you need to interrupt your award for a co-op 
term, please review the OGS/QEII-GSST Award Holders Guide. 

Is it appropriate to submit a similar application for OGS/QEII as I did for CIHR-CGSM last 
year?  

• Yes, you are free to reuse the content of your research proposal that you used last year for 
CIHR. However, please ensure that you follow all research proposal requirements for your 
OGS/QEII-GSST application.   

Is an industrial research reference considered for OGS? 
• Referees for OGS/QEII-GSST must be academic. As indicated on our OGS/QEII-GSST website, 

applicants should select referees who know them well and are capable of making an informed 
assessment from an academic perspective. Examples of acceptable referees include: past or 
current supervisor, industrial supervisor, or previous USRA supervisor.  

Is it appropriate to ask my same supervisors from CGS-M CIHR to submit similar 
reference letters (from last competition year) for OGS/QEII this year?  

• Yes, you are welcome to ask the same referees to write reference letters for your OGS/QEII-
GSST application.   

Can referees for OGS be industrial supervisors?  
• Referees for OGS/QEII-GSST must be academic. As indicated on our OGS/QEII-GSST website, 

applicants should select referees who know them well and are capable of making an informed 
assessment from an academic perspective.  Examples of acceptable referees include: past or 
current supervisor, industrial supervisor, or previous USRA supervisor.  

I just started my CS master (thesis), and I would like to apply for OGS, do all my referees 
need to be from UWaterloo?  

• The referees can be from previous institutions. If you were already here for a while and working 
with faculty members, then it would be recommended that one of your referees be your current 
supervisor. It is important that your selected referees can speak to the criteria under which you 
will be evaluated.  
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If you obtain an OGS and then apply for Vanier in 2021 and win that, do you have to 
forfeit one of them? 

• If you apply for an OGS this year and are successful and then apply for a Vanier next year (2021) 
and are successful, that's fine. By the time you would start your Vanier, your 2021-2022 OGS 
would be finished.  

I am currently in Mitacs accelerate program and I also received international doctoral 
student award, can I still apply for OGS and be considered? (I started my Phd fall 2020)  

• Yes, there is no rule against holding an OGS/QEII-GSST concurrently with MITACS. So, you are 
eligible to apply, provided you meet all other criteria.  

OGS/QEII-GSST：If I do not have published paper, but I did research projects at 
undergrad school. Should I even consider applying for this award? 

• There is a limited quota of OGS/QEII-GSST awards which can be offered. We provide an 
overview of what a successful recipient looks like on our OGS-QEII-GSST website. 

In terms of eligibility for OGS, it says you need "Have achieved a first-class average 
equivalent to Waterloo’s (minimum of A-/80%), in EACH of the last two full-time 
academic years (eligibility averages are based on grades up to and including August 31, 
2020)" I was not full time in my last years of study. Am I automatically ineligible?  

• No, this does not automatically make you ineligible. We calculate your averages in each of the 
last two full-time equivalent academic years. Therefore, if you had a part-time or inactive term, 
we would just go back further in order to obtain the equivalent of a full-time year.   

Regarding OGS/QEII, is social studies research eligible for consideration?  
• Yes, students in any graduate program are eligible for consideration.   
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