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liberal, and emerging Protestants’ shared captivity to the “immanent frame”
(92, note 1 and 138, note 10).

Nevertheless, readers in any church tradition, or none at all, can
benefit from Smith’s accessible and lively book. Although having read
Charles Taylor is not necessary for understanding How (Not) to Be Secular,
some background knowledge of history and philosophy would be helpful.

Michael Buttrey, Th.D. student, Regis College, University of Toronto, Toronto,
Ontario.

Ralph P. Martin. 2 Corinthians: Word Biblical Commentary. Second Edition.
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2014.

Ralph P. Martins commentary was originally published in 1986. In the
preface to this revised, 751-page edition, Martin notes that he has corrected
small errors but was “not inclined to meddle with the text” (10)—a wise
course for an octogenarian whose earthly life ended a year before this edition
was published. Instead, he and “a cohort of willing helpers” (10) updated the
already-vast bibliography and added twelve new excursuses on key topics.
These helpers include Carl N. Toney as overall supervisor of the
revision, together with Mark W. Linder and David J. Downs. The new
material is scattered throughout the commentary and is printed on gray
paper in order to distinguish it from the original copy. Since 2 Corinthians
itself is a composite letter, it seems appropriate that a commentary on it
should include material from different sources and time periods. If only Paul
had so clearly identified the dates, helpers, opponents, and specific conflicts
in 2 Corinthians, how much paper and speculation we would save today!
Martin retains his overall conclusion that 2 Corinthians is composed
of just two letters: (a) chapters 1-9 written earlier about Paul’s deep desire for
Corinthian believers to be reconciled with him and with God; and (b) chapters
10-13, reflecting new conflicts because of rival super-apostles bringing a
“different gospel” from the one Paul proclaimed to them (11:4). Although
chapters 1-9 show definite breaks in thought, Martin explains them as Paul’s
writing sections of the letter at different times because of interruptions in his
missionary lifestyle. Even 6:14-7:2, which may not be Pauline, is used by Paul
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to further his agenda. This conclusion disagrees with those of scholars who
find three, four, or more smaller letters in 2 Corinthians.

I will not comment further on Martin’s 1986 edition, since there
are 18 reviews of it, mostly positive, in the American Theological Library
Association database. I will focus instead on some of the twelve excursuses.
Martin wrote seven of them, on these topics: the history of the composition of
2 Corinthians; revisiting the identity of the opponents of Paul; theology and
mission in 2 Corinthians; Paul’s collection; the relationship of 2 Corinthians
8 and 9; Israel’s salvation and the gentiles’ reconciliation; and “the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit” in 2 Cor. 13:14. Occasionally, Martin evaluates recent
research by other scholars, but his larger purpose appears to be articulating
his own recent thinking on a topic or summarizing larger ideas that the
verse-by-verse structure of the commentary had constrained.

For example, Martin integrates Paul’s theological reflections on Jews
and gentiles in Rom. 9-11with 2 Cor. 8:13-14, where Paul explains how his
collection will promote mutual obligation between the gentiles and the
Jerusalem church (447-49). An essay on chapters 10-13 (105-115) discusses
Paul’s opponents as possible “Judaizers” or “Hellenists,” but Martin avoids
specifics and concludes by identifying them as apostles who promote a
“theology of glory” in contrast to Paul’s “theology of the cross” where
“strength is perfected in weakness” (115).

Carl Toneys first excursus discusses multiple theories on the
composition of 2 Corinthians developed between 1985 and 2007. He maintains
Martin’s view above but recognizes how impossible it is to be certain (50-
63). In “Rhetorical Studies of 2 Corinthians” (82-93), Toney moves beyond
Martin’s scattered references to rhetoric, and systematically analyzes Greco-
Roman rhetoric to show how it can help readers understand Paul’s theology on
its own terms. Toney’s third excursus compares Paul’s view of resurrection in 2
Corinthians with his previous discussion in 1 Cor. 15 (250-56).

Mark Linder’s essay on social-scientific criticism in 2 Corinthians
from the past two decades provides a welcome break from the heavier (for
me) rhetorical and theological issues (94-104). Linder draws heavily from
Bruce Malina and John Pilch, but unfortunately their book, Social-Science
Commentary on the Letters of Paul (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2006) is never
named nor listed in any bibliography or index. They accept 2 Corinthians
as a composite of five letters (plus the non-Pauline 6:14-7:1) and show
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how these fit into “the dispute process” between Paul and his Corinthian
house churches. David Downs’s “Collection in 2 Corinthians (1985-2008)”
highlights the collection’s critical importance through recent studies
connecting it to Greco-Roman patronage, economic issues, and Paul’s
tensions with the Jerusalem church (421-27).

It can be hard to see the big picture in Martin’s intensely detailed
commentary. These additional excursuses helpfully summarize main ideas
and bring a 30-year-old commentary up to date.

Reta Halteman Finger, Affiliate Associate Professor of New Testament,
Eastern Mennonite University, Harrisonburg, Virginia.

David M. Allen. The Historical Character of Jesus: Canonical Insights from
Outside the Gospels. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress, 2014.

Traditionally, historians of the life of Jesus limit themselves to the material
found in such gospels as the canonized Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John,
and sometimes other non-canonized works such as the Gospel of Thomas.
David M. Allen bucks this trend in The Historical Character of Jesus. This
aptly titled book asks what we may learn about the historical (or historian’s)
Jesus if we expand our data pool to include the rest of the New Testament
outside the Gospels. What Allen presents is not so much bare-bone historical
“facts” about Jesus, the sort of thing some seek to mine from gospels, but the
“character” of Jesus, i.e., his mental and moral qualities, as he is remembered
and proclaimed throughout the NT.

The book comprises nine chapters, including an introduction and
conclusion. The seven middle chapters examine how Jesus—most specifically
the “earthly,” pre-resurrection/ascension Jesus—is presented in Acts, the
undisputed Pauline Epistles, the disputed Pauline Epistles (Colossians,
Ephesians, 2 Thessalonians, and the Pastorals), Hebrews, James, the Petrine
Epistles, Jude, the Johannine Epistles, and Revelation. What emerges from
these chapters is the relevance of this earthly Jesus for the early audiences
of these books. The authors don’t share information about his hometown or
family, or about many of the central events in his life. Instead, they present
Jesus’ character as a model for his followers.



