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More than an Event

Dothan Moyo

My father and mother-in-law recently visited us in Harare to see the new
home that my wife Ski and I had built over the last two years. I had kept with
me the Assembly 14 (“A 14”) conference bag, in which I had stuffed my
Assembly program book, song book, the Anabaptist Seed, and a collection of
previous Assembly song books. As soon as my in-laws had left, I found the
bag contents sprawled on the floor, and I was sad in a way to learn that my
mother-in-law had requested the bag. But I was later excited that even ten
months after the Assembly, both of us valued that bag!

I still had the books and a couple of volunteer T-shirts that I had used
at the Assembly, but most importantly I still have the good memories of the
Assembly itself, and how God’s mighty hand had played a major part in the
proceedings. Both my in-laws had attended A14 and even now they are
amazed at how spiritually filling the sermons were. To them it was a great
occasion. My parents were there too, and have fond memories of the
Assembly.

I worked as the National Coordinator for Assembly 14, and it was
an honor working with Ray Brubacher and others in planning for it. I am
ever thankful to the MWC community at large for the opportunity to serve
God in my assignment. In August 2001 at Thomas Hoff in Germany, I had
just started my official assignment as coordinator. My task then, so it seemed,
was to defend my church and my country as a good choice to hold the
Assembly. Already there were too many questions – about security, food
issues, the rule of law – but I had been convinced that by God’s grace all
would be well. I drew a lot of inspiration and support from a prayer committee
that we had chosen to intercede for the Assembly. My faith grew, and was
never shaken, because then the only way to answer the concerns was by
approaching God in prayer, knowing that he is a God who listens to and answers
our prayers.
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All may be history now, but my testimony is God is always faithful. I
acknowledge that the Assembly itself succeeded not by might, power, or
anyone’s intelligence but by God’s spirit and grace.

My role meant that I would be the team leader for the organizing
committee. I had not done anything close to this before. Even Bishop Ndlovu
allowed me to lead him at times. My age was against me, but I was determined
to make this work. I met and made so many friends and connections both
locally and overseas. I accessed high offices in Government departments,
and at the end of it all had personal fulfillment. Today I don’t think my wife
would care to walk the streets of Bulawayo with me, because I now stop at
every corner, meeting people who attended the Assembly, and hearing just
how wonderful the event was and how much they wish another Assembly
would be hosted in Zimbabwe again. Quite a few are ready to attend the next
Assembly, wherever it might be held.

I attended a wedding in Bulawayo in May 2004. One of the cooks
was wearing a volunteer T-shirt used at the Assembly. During the same month
I was privileged to attend a BIC Men’s Fellowship Conference. I was amazed
at seeing so many Assembly bags carried by the participants. It was good to
re-unite with all those who had played a part in making the event a success.

I draw many lessons from the Assembly: the power of unity, trusting
in God, the power of prayer and fasting. “Assembly Scattered” effects are
still being felt. One pastor thanked me for the vision of Assembly Scattered.
He received a donation of a computer and fax modem from an A14 “scattered
visitor,” and the world was opened to him. A church in Mutoko is well mobilized
to build a church building, thanks to a donation from other such visitors. A
lecturer at a Bible school has connected with Bible Overseas to exchange
information.

The Assembly may be history now, but it was more than an event: it
was a blessing to us in Zimbabwe. We have fond memories of it, and we
believe it was certainly a platform to share, in suffering, in joy, and all to the
glory of God.


