Book Reviews 103

Anne Krabill Hershberger, ed. Sexuality: God’s Gift. Second edition.
Scottdale, PA/Waterloo, ON: Herald Press, 2010.

Given that contemporary theology has seen a renewed interest in the
significance of embodiment, the second edition of Sexuality: God's Gift is
a timely addition to Anabaptist-Mennonite pastoral theology. According to
editor Anne Krabill Hershberger, the book aims “to put in accessible form
some topics on sexuality which have special meaning for Christians and to
interpret them from a Christian, Anabaptist, biblical perspective” (13). With
its 16 chapters tracing issues related to sexuality from childhood through
old age, this volume is an updated, more comprehensive version of the
first edition, and is sure to be useful in congregational, small group, and
individual settings.

Sexuality: God’s Gift draws from the wisdom and experience of a
number of authors without attempting to harmonize their views, giving
the book an interdisciplinary and intergenerational flavor. Hershberger and
Willard S. Krabill begin the collection by framing sexuality in terms of a
divine gift, in contrast to the negativity about sexuality and indeed about
embodiment itself in the history of the Christian tradition (19). Sexuality
is further understood as broader than genital sex, encompassing gender as
well; thus the authors state that “[a]lways, from birth to death, we are all
sexual beings” (18). This is followed by a thorough and realistic look at
biblical depictions of sexuality by Keith Graber Miller that concludes, not
with a simplistic appeal to so-called ‘biblical marriage’ or ‘family values,’
but with an appeal to emulate sexuality at its “biblical best” (50). After
Krabill places sexuality within the broader category of human intimacy, the
discussion turns to sexuality at different life stages.

While the first edition addressed youth and children in a single chapter,
the second edition distinguishes between the two age groups, resulting in
James H. Ritchie Jr.’s chapter on “The Gift and Its Youngest Recipients”
and Barbara J. Meyer’s “The Gift and Nurturing Adolescents.” In “The Gift
and Singleness,” Julie Nash writes candidly of her experience of singleness,
followed by Krabill’s chapters on marriage, same-sex orientation, and
“Cross-Gender Friendships.” Miller and Hershberger discuss sexuality
and aging, and Rachel Nafziger Hartzler discusses sexuality “After Losing
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a Spouse.” The final essays explore sensuality (Hershberger), the arts
(Lauren Friesen), celibacy (Sue L. Conrad), the “misuse” of sexuality
(Krabill and Hershberger), and its “restoration” (Delores Histand Friesen),
and offer resources for further reading compiled by Histand Friesen and
Hershberger.

Many chapters are compelling and well-researched, drawing from
well-known scholars in Christian sexual ethics such as James B. Nelson
and Lisa Sowle Cahill. Still, several chapters stand out. Meyer provides
a sensitive account of sexuality and the complexities of adolescence that
encourages and challenges youth pastors and parents to discuss sexual
ethics openly with youth. Krabill’s take on same-sex orientation is likewise
nuanced and hospitable, an appropriate tone given the still-charged nature
of the subject in many congregations. Both Friesen’s discussion of sexuality
in the arts and Conrad’s artful and quite theological portrayal of celibacy
deepen the definition of sexuality beyond sex or marriage to include broader
aspects of church and community life.

I was less drawn to Krabill’s discussion of marriage, which focuses
more on the downfalls of pre-marital sex than on the positive values of
healthy marriage relationships. Since same-sex marriage is not a possibility
in many contexts, there are hints here of a possible double standard
regarding acceptance and hospitality: those who identify as gay or lesbian
are welcomed without judgment, while heterosexuals remain accountable to
a cut-and-dried sexual ethic. This distance is troubling and requires further
reflection. The emphasis on the legal aspect of marriage was also somewhat
puzzling, as Anabaptist-Mennonite marriages have historically relied
primarily on the church community, not the state, for legitimation. Krabill’s
look at “cross-gender friendships,” among other chapters, made several
generalizations about gender that reveal an area the authors could have
researched further. Consultation with feminist and womanist theologies,
and with theologies of gender and embodiment could have strengthened the
discussion significantly.

This edition of Sexuality: God’s Gift delves deeper into the
controversies of sexual ethics than its predecessor, tackling singleness and
celibacy, widowhood, and divorce, in addition to same-sex orientation
and various kinds of abuse. Though readers looking for a more sustained
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Anabaptist-Mennonite theology of embodiment and sexuality will have to
look elsewhere, this volume provides a fitting introduction for Mennonite and
other congregations who have yet to begin the conversation on sexuality.

Susanne Guenther Loewen, doctoral student, Toronto School of Theology

John D. Roth. Teaching that Transforms: Why Anabaptist-Mennonite
Education Matters. Scottdale, PA/Waterloo, ON: Herald, 2011.

Commissioned by Mennonite Education Agency to articulate a cogent
Mennonite philosophy of education, John Roth offers a proposal for why
Anabaptist-Mennonite education is important for young people, the church,
and the community. For many years, this faith tradition saw education as
something that was more caught than taught, more implicit than explicit.
Through Teaching that Transforms, the author seeks to make explicit
the philosophical, theological, and pedagogical assumptions implicit in
Mennonite communities. The philosophy of education he puts forth is
focused on common Mennonite theological emphases, pedagogical practice
informed by Mennonite convictions, and educational outcomes that reflect
the distinctives of Mennonite communities.

Roth begins with an introduction offering brief foundational
information about Mennonite education. He speaks of the current state of
Anabaptist-Mennonite education, addresses key aspects of a philosophy of
education in this Christian tradition, and notes challenges and limitations
of his book. Chapter 1 provides a background to the contemporary context,
giving a historical overview of developments in North American education
as well as Mennonite responses and alternatives to public schooling.
Chapter 2 guides readers through a proposal for a theological foundation for
Mennonite education. Arguing that the identities of Mennonite schools must
be informed by “conscious engagement with a theological tradition,” Roth
states that education that is Mennonite rests on a theology of the incarnation
infused into every aspect of education — from the content studied to the
student doing the studying, from pedagogy and outcomes to the ways
community is fostered.



