Foreword

Tuesday, September 11, 2001 wasthefirst day of classesin thefall semester at
University of Waterloo. At Conrad Grebd University College, students and
professorsalike began the day anticipating new encountersand afresh exchange
of ideas. Asnewsunfolded of theterrorist attackson the World Trade Center and
Pentagon, academic agendawas put aside as people gathered around televisions,
internet, and also together in discussion and prayer. Little did we know that the
exchangeof ideas, opinions, and emotionsthrough theschool year to comewould
be shaped by the horrific eventsin the United Statesthat Tuesday morning.

Asthis special issue of The Conrad Grebel Review goesinto production,
peoplearound theworld areanticipating thefirst anniversary of 9/11. Undoubtedly,
anew waveof anayss, reflection, and commemoration will happen at that point.
Most of thewritinginthisissuewasproduced inthemonthsimmediately following
September 11. In our Cal for Papers, we offered as a theme “Responding to
Terrorism: Does Nonviolence Work?” And so most of the essaysin some way
reflect onthedilemmasof apacifist or nonresistant stancein light of theenormity
and closeness (to North Americans) of the September 11 terrorist violenceaswell
asinlight of the organized state violencein Afghani stan that followed.

Theessaysinthisissuehave gpproachesthat aremulti-varied— philosophical,
historical, autobiographical, biblically-rooted, for instance. Wewere struck by the
fact that the piecessubmitted did not easily fadl into theregular categoriesof scholarly
article, reflective essay, or crestive writing. The table of contents without our
regular sectionsreflectsthisblurring of the boundariesin genresof writing. The
Literary Refractions in poetry and prose are found throughout the issue. The
booksreviewed are a so relevant to thetheme.

Thisissueismy last aseditor of The Conrad Grebel Review. Beginningwith
theFal 2002issue, anew editoria teamwill bein place, cond sting of Stephen Jones
asManaging Editor, and C. Arnold Snyder as Supervising Editor. Arthur Boerswill
continueasBook Review Editor and Carol Lichti asCirculation Manager.

We hope thisissue stimulatesyour mind and spirit.

Marlene Epp, Editor

Cover: Computer artwork by Christopher Tiessen. Chrisisa 2002 graduate
of Conrad Grebel University College at the University of Waterloo.



