Foreword

This issue of The Conrad Grebel Review (CGR) comprises two main articles,
two reflections, a book review essay, and a handful of book reviews, each of
which has the capacity to stimulate and contribute to the kinds of generative
conversations that the CGR seeks to nurture. Both main articles seek to probe
more deeply into dense and pressing theological terrain. The first does so by
analyzing the extent to which the voluntarist underpinnings of Anabaptist/
Mennonite practices of baptism may end up disqualifying for membership
those people labeled as profoundly intellectually disabled despite genuine
attempts at “inclusion” and provocatively suggests a potential new way
forward while the second suggests that art and the artist are central figures
for the ecclesial task of reconciliation and are vital as we re-imagine the
importance of place in a post-pandemic church and world. The reflections,
book review essay, and book reviews extend and deepen these themes in
different ways and, taken together, make for a highly engaging issue.

I also want to take this opportunity to formally recognize and thank
Christian Snyder for his skilled service over almost three decades. Christian
has been quietly working in the background doing layout and typesetting
since the mid-1990’, which makes him the longest continuously serving
member of the CGR team. With this issue, the mantle is being passed to
Maxwell Kennel, Director at Pandora Press, and I am grateful for the
thoughtfulness, skill, and energy he will undoubtedly bring to his work on
and for the journal.

As always, The Conrad Grebel Review invites submissions of articles or
reflections on topics in keeping with our mandate to advance thoughtful
discussion of theology, ethics, peace, society, history, and culture from
broadly-based Anabaptist/Mennonite perspectives.

Kyle Gingerich Hiebert
Editor



