Foreword

With this issue, Jeremy Bergen, assistant professor of Religious Studies
and Theology at Conrad Grebel University College, takes over the reins
as CGR’s academic editor and becomes the fifth person to serve in that
capacity in the journal’s 26-year history. He follows Arnold Snyder (2002-
2009; 1990-1997), Marlene Epp (1998-2002), Rod Sawatsky (1989-1990),
and founding editor Walter Klaassen (1983-1989).

The contents of this issue must be as diversified as those of any
issue we have produced in recent years. The 2009 Bechtel Lectures, given
at Conrad Grebel University College by Ched Myers and Elaine Enns
and titled “Ambassadors of Reconciliation: Biblical and Contemporary
Witnesses,” form the core of the contents. Articles by Scott Holland and
Sidonie Swana follow. Scott Holland provides an address he gave at the 2008
Believers Church conference in Winnipeg. Sidonie Swana Tanziga Falanga
adds another voice — and an African perspective — to the “Mennonites and
Policing” discussion that provided the theme of our Spring 2008 issue. A
Reflection by poet Jean Janzen, “Piano,” is part of her series of memoir
essays. A spate of book reviews on a wide array of recent publications
completes the agenda.

In preparation now are materials for two thematic issues. One of these
issues will take up the theme of “Teaching the Bible,” while the other has
the working title “International Justice and Reconciliation: Challenges and
Opportunities for the Peace Church Tradition” and will deal directly with
the activities of the International Criminal Court.

We invite submissions — and new subscribers. Please join us as we
continue to make contemporary Anabaptist-Mennonite scholarship available
to a wide audience. We also remind readers that we regularly post new book
reviews to the CGR website, where they can be accessed free of charge.
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