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MEMORANDUM OF ORAL DECISION DELIVERED BY R. E. DRURY ON 
FEBRUARY 18, 2004 AND ORDER OF THE BOARD      
  

Robert Irwin has appealed the passing of By-law 183-2003 of the City of 
Vaughan (City).  By-law 183-2003 (By-law) designates lands in the Kleinburg-Nashville 
area as a Heritage Conservation District (HCD).  

 As the Board understands it, Mr. Irwin is concerned that because his lands are 
being included in the HCD he has not been given the right to “opt out” of the By-law.  It 
is his opinion that it could be against the Canadian Charter of Rights.  His house is a 
1950’s era home and is not a heritage home. Mr. Irwin feels that his rights would be 
eroded, the Ontario Heritage Act will cause him inconvenience and he is being 
penalized, as an individual, by living where he lives.  

Mr. Irwin  will  be  undertaking  quite a few repairs and renovations over the next 
2 to 5 years and he objects to having to go to the City on a regular basis for a heritage 
permit.  

 Mr. Irwin advised the Board that he does not object to the HCD for the remainder 
of the City and not for his own property, after he has his renovations completed. His 
request to the Board was to have his property removed from the By-law for five years.  
Once the five years has expired, he is willing to have the HDC apply to his property.  
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 Mr. Stephen Bell, an Urban Design Project Coordinator employed by the City,  
appeared as a friend to the Board.  He directed the Board to Exhibit 1, the Study and 
Plan for the HCD By-law.  Page 66 sets out the general guidelines of what projects 
would require a permit.  

The Board finds that one of the key points in the Plan is in the following 
sentence:  Council and Heritage Vaughan have delegated the approval of non-
controversial Heritage Permits to City Staff.  Although it is a small inconvenience of  
having to go to the City’s office to receive a Heritage permit, the Board is satisfied that 
this section of the Plan has been set up to make it more convenient for the average 
layperson to proceed with repairs, renovations and changes to the subject property and 
that the process will run smoothly and co-operatively without delay. 

The Board is not persuaded by Mr. Irwin’s argument that By-law 183-2003 is not 
in the best interest of the public as it relates to his property or the area as a whole. 

 Therefore, the Board dismisses the appeal against By-law 183-2003 of the City 
of Vaughan. 

 The Board so Orders. 

 

 

        “R. E. Drury” 

R. E. DRURY 
MEMBER 

 
 


