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The Roman Catholic Episcopal Corporation has appealed to the Ontario Municipal Board under 
subsection 34 (11) at the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.P.13, as amended, from Council's 
refusal to enact a proposed amendment to Zoning By-law 1998 of the City of Ottawa to rezone 
lands respecting 90 Parent Avenue and 60 Guigues Avenue from l1 to l1 with exception to 
permit the expansion of the existing public parking lot 
OMB File No. Z040021 
 
The Roman Catholic Episcopal Corporation has referred to the Ontario Municipal Board under 
subsection 41 (12) at the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.P.13, as amended, determination and 
settlement of details of a site plan for lands composed of 90 Parent Avenue and 60 Guigues 
Avenue, in the city of Ottawa.  
OMB File No. M040016 
  
 
A P P E A R A N C E S :  
 

Parties Counsel 
 

Roman Catholic Episcopal Corporation P. Vice 
 

City of Ottawa T. Marc 
 
 

MEMORANDUM OF ORAL DECISION DELIVERED BY M. DENHEZ ON JULY 
28, 2004 AND ORDER OF THE BOARD       

 The Roman Catholic Episcopal Corporation (Archdiocese) of Ottawa, proposes 
to expand the public parking lot behind its cathedral.  This involves demolition of two 
buildings in a Part V Heritage District designated under the Ontario Heritage Act, a 
rezoning, and site plan approval.  Initially, the City of Ottawa (City) and various 
community groups opposed this parking lot expansion, whereupon the Archdiocese 
appealed to the Board. 

A number of things then happened. On July 14th, 2004, City Council approved 
the demolitions, and agreed to the site plan and rezoning; the only substantive change 
concerning the latter, which was drawn to the Board’s attention, was that the rezoning 
would now be “temporary” instead of permanent, as will be described below. Planner 
Jane Ironside, retained by the Archdiocese, testified that the community associations 
also withdrew their opposition in return for changes to street access, lighting and 
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landscaping. In short, said counsel for the City and the Archdiocese, the matter had 
been settled. 

 Aside from one individual who called himself strictly an "observer", there was no 
one from the community in attendance at the hearing. 

 The Archdiocese’s planner testified that the rezoning and site plan complies with 
the Official Plan and represents good planning. 

 The Planning Act permits temporary zoning, to a maximum of three years.  In 
order to further maximize the amount of time during which the Archdiocese may benefit 
from the temporary zoning, the City has agreed that the three year period will not start 
to run until some months hence, when the parking lot is actually completed and is in a 
position to start generating revenue for the Archdiocese.  

 Counsel for the Archdiocese formally requested, however, to put certain 
information on the public record.  The Archdiocese had sought to rezone (for public 
parking) for an indefinite period; the City responded with a limitation of three years; and 
counsel for the Archdiocese declared that there is little or no expectation that this 
limitation will be meaningful, for the following reason. The long-term plan of the 
Archdiocese, he said, is to close and move its offices/facilities from Kilborn Avenue, and 
construct new premises for them near the cathedral.  At present, the Archdiocese does 
not have the available funds, having just spent considerably on the restoration of the 
cathedral itself.  As new funds are generated, the Archdiocese will plan for new 
buildings in the vicinity of those it is now demolishing.  In the meantime, the parking lot 
generates income.  Counsel for the Archdiocese warned, for the record, that he did not 
expect this plan to materialize within the three year term of the temporary zoning; he 
therefore gave notice that in due course, the Archdiocese is expected to seek one or 
more extensions of the term. 

 In the absence of any argument or evidence in any other direction, the Board 
hereby approves the draft Site Plan which the parties have agreed upon, and which is 
reproduced herewith as “Attachment 1.” The Board also approves the Proposed 
Conditions of Approval of the Site Plan, and the draft Landscape Plan, which the parties 
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have agreed upon, and which are reproduced herewith as “Attachments 2 and 3.” The 
above approvals are effective immediately, and it is so Ordered. 

 The Board also amends the Zoning By-law as set forth in “Attachment 4.”  
However, in accordance with the terms of the settlement, the Order on that point is 
being withheld, until the Board is notified by the City that the expanded parking area 
(designated as “Area A” in the Attachment) is being used for parking purposes. 

 
 
 
 
 
M. DENHEZ 
MEMBER 
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FOR ATTACHMENTS PLEASE SEE ORIGINAL.  


