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ASuccessful Three Years

The third and final year of
the Heritage Resources
Centre’s (HRC) Historic
PlacesInitiative (HPI) proj-
ecthascometoaclose.
In2009, the team
engaged eightnew mu-
nicipalities,completed
251 nominationsforthe
CanadianRegister of
HistoricPlaces - exceeding
theinitial goal, prepared six
bridge designationfilesand
inventoried 133 bridges
and culvertsinthe Town-
ship of Centre Wellington.
Avery productive and

successful2009!

Wewould like to thank
allof theindividualsand
groupswho have helped
the projectachieveits
many successes. We could
nothave completedsuch
a remarkable number of
nominationswithoutyour
help!

TheHPIprojectwasinit-
iated by ProfessorRobert
Shipley and operated out
ofthe Heritage Resources
Centre atthe University of
Waterloo.

InJanuary 2007, the HRC

organizedanactionteam
thathasbeenresponsible
forassistingmunicipalities
incompleting nominations
forselected heritagesites.
Theprojectstartedinthe
Grand Heritage River Cor-
ridorandhas steadily ex-
panded throughout south
westernOntario.

Overthelastthreeyears
the actionteamhas
consisted of high school,
university and co-op
students, aswellasrecent
graduates.

The Historic PlacesInitiative

Since HPIwaslaunched
in2003 by the federal
government, steady prog-
resshasbeenmadeinthe
efforttostandardize the
methods for historic place
recognitionacrossthe
country, createanational
registerandintroduce
new programs forheritage
conservation. Allof the
provincesand territories
joined the programand
various projectswere
undertaken toachieve the
goalof promotingabetter
understanding of Canada’s
historicplaces.

INn2006, the Ontario
Ministry of Culture, with

funding from Parks Canada,

beganaseriesof pilot
projectsinpartnership
with educationally-based
researchcentrestoraise
awareness of heritage
resourcesintheProvince

ofOntarioandtohelpcom-

munities nominate desig-
nated heritage properties
to the CanadianRegister
of HistoricPlaces.
TheHRC, incollaboration

with the Ministry of Culture

and participating munici-
palities, hasundertaken

and nowcompleteda
projecttonominate
heritage propertieswithin
southwestern Ontario to
the CanadianRegister of
HistoricPlaces.

ToaccesstheRegister
pleasevisit:

www.historicplaces.ca

Thewebsite haslistings
of formally recognized
propertiesin Canada, as
wellas themed toursand
factsheetsrelating to
heritage.




GoalsoftheProject

The HRC nominationteam operated
based onfive specificgoals:

1.Toincrease the numberof placesin
Ontarionominated forinclusionon the
CanadianRegister of Historic Places.

2.Totrainand provide experience
forthe skilled heritage workers of the
future.

3. Tobuild the capacity of municipal
staff, heritage committee members

and othersincompleting the Historic
Places Initiative documentation
processes.

4.Toencouragelocal councilsto plan
andbudget for the completion, ongo-
ing maintenance and upgrading of
theirheritage propertyregisters.

5.Toincreaselocalinterestinand
knowledge of the Historic Places
Initiative.

DevelopmentoftheProject

The teambeganoperationsin Janu-
ary 2007.TheHRChad not previously
worked onnominating properties
tothe CanadianRegister of Historic
Places, butthoughtitwasaworth-
while endeavor.

With funding from the Ontario
Ministry of Culture, Parks Canada,
the Region of Waterloo and the City
ofLondon, the team’sfirstmembers
were hired.

These members, some ofwhom
worked onthe project throughoutits

entirety, wrote the team’sfirstnomi-
nations for the Canadian Register of
Historic Places. These nominations
werewritten based on training provid-
ed by the Ministry of Culture and fol-
lowed the Documentation Standards
created by Parks Canada.

With the training and guidance pro-
vided to the team, they were able to
developasetoftemplatesandcreate
astandardized process thatbecame
the basis forallnominationswritten by
the team.

ProjectCompletion

December 2009 marks theend ofa
very successful three-year partner-
ship between the Ministry of Cul-

ture, Parks Canadaand the Heritage
ResourcesCentre. The HRC’steam
wrapped up the HPI project, complet-
ingagrandtotal of 878 nominations,
anumber farexceedinginitial expecta-
tions.

Thisyear the teamalso concluded
anadditional projectcarried outin
conjunctionwith the Ministry of Cul-
tureandthe Grand River Conservation
Authority. Historic bridgesbecame
thefocusofstudy, resultingin the
preparation of designationfiles for six
bridgesinvarious municipalities,

including the Township of Centre Wel-
lington, the Region of Waterloo, the
Township of Wellesley, and the City
of Brantford. Apilotbridge inventory
projectwasalsocarried outinthe
Township of Centre Wellington, which
provided detailedinformation onthe
133 bridgesand culvertsfoundin the
municipality.

Itishoped thattheresearch carried
outby the HRC will assist these munici-
palitiesin making decisions about their
historicbridges.

Overthecourse of the pastyear
the team hasexceeded their target
nominations, trained young heritage
workers, engagedlocalmunicipalities

municipalities the HPI project
hasworkedwithover the past
threeyears.

Propertieswithinthe Grand River
Watershed were thefirst to be nomi-
nated, however the ability of the team
to quickly complete well-drafted
nominationsled to the expansion of
work outside of theinitial projectarea.

HRC Team, April 2009

andincreased the capacity of local
plannersand heritage committee
members.

Through the efforts of the Heritage
Resources Centre’s Historic Places
Initiative Project, the Grand River
Watershed and surrounding areawill
bewell-represented on the Canadian
Register of Historic Places and bet-
ter positioned to protectits heritage
resources.



Highlight of ourFinal Year

OnNovember 6th, fourresearchers
fromthe HRCreceived the Architec-
turalConservancy of Ontario’s A. K.
Sculthorpe Award for Advocacy. This
award recognizes theirworkin nomi-
nating heritage properties to the Ca-
nadian Registerand for such projects

astherecentstudy of 32 Heritage
Conservation Districts, aswellasfor
theirleadershipincommunicating the
value of heritage conservationtooth-
ers, including dozens of city councils
and community groups.

Community Outreach

Goderich CHL Workshop, October2009

TheHistoricPlaces|Initiative team par-
ticipatedin many community events
throughout2009.

Grand River Heritage Day

OnFebruary 16, the teamtraveled to
the WilmotRecreational Complexin
Baden for the Heritage Day Workshop
titled, “Rural Routes - Rural Roots”.
The team enjoyed presentations, pro-
moted the Historic Places Initiative

and networked with otherorganiza-
tions.

ACO/CHO/CAHP Conference

The HPIteam attended the “Heritage
inCreative Communities” Heritage
Conservation Conference, heldin
PeterboroughfromMay 29to31.The
teamdisplayed theirupdated poster
board. Itwasanexcellentopportunity
tonetworkand promote the success
of the project.

Heritage CanadaFoundation
Conference

TheHPIteamhadalarge presenceat
thisyear’sHeritage CanadaConfer-
ence, entitled, “The Heritage Impera-
tive: Old Buildingsinan Age of Environ-
mental Crisis”, heldin Toronto from
September24to26. The teamwas
able to network, promote the success

Training Young Professionals

Inaddition to theregularHeritage
Resources Centre staff, the HRC has
trained avariety of young heritage
workersindraftingnominationstothe
CanadianRegister of Historic Places.
Forathird consecutive year the
HPlteamwas able to hireaSummer
Experience Program studentforseven
weeks during the summer phase of
the project. Thiswas made possible
throughthe HRCin cooperationwith

Community Heritage Ontario (CHO)
and the Ministry of Culture.

Thisyearthe successful candidate
was Karthy Chin,a Grade 12 student,
chosenoutofover 100 applicants.
During her sevenweeks, Karthy
learned the importance of designation
andthe nomination of sites, aswell
asthe benefits of listing these sites
onthe CanadianRegister of Historic
Places.

HRCresearchers, Paul Dubniak, KaylaJonas,
MarthaFallisand Lindsay Benjaminwith ACO
PresidentLloyd Alter,acceptingthe A. K.
Sculthorpe Award, Toronto 2009

ofthe projectandattendsomeinter-
estingsessions.

Goderich Cultural Heritage
Landscapes Workshop

InOctober, membersofthe HRC team
traveled to Goderich to help facilitate
aworkshop ondesignating Cultural
Heritage Landscapes. The teamwas
able to meetsomegreatnew con-
tacts.
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Beatrice Tam, Chelsey Tyers, Paul
Dubniak and MarthaFallis at Grand
RiverHeritage DayinBaden, February
2009

TheHRCteamalsoundertook to
teach Statement of Significance
Workshopstoover 60 studentsin
ProfessorRobert Shipley’sHeritage
Planning classes at the University of
Waterloo. Each studentwasgiventhe
opportunity todraftanomination for
alocalsite, broadening theirunder-
standing of theimportance of heritage
resourcesintheregion.



ThankYou!

The Heritage Resources Centre would like to extend our deepest thanks to
all of those who made this project possible over the past threeyears. The
projectwould not have been so successfulwithoutyour supportand coop-
eration.

Thank you to all of the municipalities who have participated in the Historic KaylaJonas, MarthaFallis, Chelsey Tyers,
Places Initiative Project: Karthy Chin, Beatrice Tamand Paul Dubniak at

the OntarioHeritage Conference, May 2009

Township of Ashfield-Colborne- City of Guelph Town of Oakville
Wawanosh Town of Goderich Town of Orangeville
Municipality of Bluewater Town of Halton Hills City of Owen Sound
City of Brampton City of Hamilton Six Nations First Nation
Municipality of Brant County Municipality of Huron East Town ofSt. Mary’s
City of Brantford City of Kitchener City of Stratford
Municipality of Brockton Municipality of Kincardine City of Waterloo

City of Burlington CityofLondon Township of Wellesley
City of Cambridge Town of Markham Township of Wilmot
Town of Caledon Town of Milton Township of Woolwich
Township of Centre Wellington City of Mississauga

Municipality of Chatham-Kent Township of Norwich

Andthankyoutoall pastand presentHRC staff memberswho’s hard work and dedication
led this projectonapathtogreatsuccess:

KaylaJonas LyndsayHaggerty Diane Unger
Paul Dubniak SteveBell Beatrice Tam
Lindsay Benjamin Emily Elliot Karthy Chin
MarthaFallis Mary Tivy AndrealLam
KendraGreen KirstenPries

MartinaBraunstein Chelsey Tyers

The HRC also gratefully acknowledges the financial contributions and support of the Ontario
Ministry of Culture, Parks Canada, the Region of Waterloo and the City of London, aswellas
the guidance provided by staffat the Grand River Conservation Authority.

Welook forward toworking with many of youagaininthe future!




