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History 102 

European Society in Upheaval, 1914-1945 

 

 

This course explores the modern phenomenon of “total war," focusing in particular on the two World 

Wars in Europe. Our main concern is to examine the complex and shifting relationship of state, society 

and economy at a time of widespread social and political conflict.  We will explore the impact of World 

War I on both the soldier at the battlefront and on the people left at home, and the consequences of that 

war for Europe socially, politically and economically. In the second half of the course, we will explore the 

rise of Communism, Fascism and Nazism, looking at how society was reshaped in Europe by these 

forces. We will then examine the events leading to the Second World War, the unfolding of the conflict, 

the policy of Nazi occupation and the liberation of Europe. 

 

Books to purchase:  

 

coursepack (available at the University bookstore) 

 

 

Grade allocation: 

 

40% final examination  

20% first precis assignment (due, Thursday, 30 January, 4 pm)  

20% second precis assignment (due, Thursday, 5 March, 4pm) 

20%  third precis assignment (due, Thursday, 2 April, 4 pm) 

 

NOTE: The articles for the precis assignments are available in a coursepack sold at the UW Bookstore.  

 

Final examination: 

 

The final examination will be held during the scheduled final examination period. It is the student's 

responsibility to make themselves available for the entire examination period, and travel plans are not a 

sufficient reason to have a final exam deferred.  

 

 

Late policy and extensions:  

 

Papers are due by 4 pm the day assigned in the syllabus. Extensions will not be granted. Any paper that is 

late will be docked 10% for the first day late and 5% each subsequent day. After 3 days, the student will 

be given a failing grade for the paper (32%) once submitted. All assignments must be completed and 

submitted by the last day of class or the student will automatically fail the course. There will there be no 

opportunity to rewrite any precis assignment. Do not put papers under the office door. Instead, deposit 

them in the History essay drop box (in Dr. Lynne Taylor’s slot, please!) which is in the corridor across 

from HH110. 
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Academic integrity: 

 

In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo are expected 

to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. 

 

Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing 

academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an 

action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, 

cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, 

academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have 

occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on 

categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline. For 

typical penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties.  

 

Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has 

been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student 

Petitions and Grievances, Section 4. When in doubt, please be certain to contact the department’s 

administrative assistant who will provide further assistance. 

 

Appeals: A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances (other than a 

petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline may be appealed if there is a ground. A student who believes he/she has 

a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72 - Student Appeals. 

 

Accommodation for students with disabilities: 

 

The AccessAbility Services office, located on the first floor of the Needles Hall extension (1401), 

collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with 

disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic 

accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the AS office at the 

beginning of each academic term. 

 

 

Intellectual Property: 

 

Students should be aware that this course contains the intellectual property of their instructor, TA, and/or the 

University of Waterloo.  Intellectual property includes items such as: 

 Lecture content, spoken and written (and any audio/video recording thereof); 

 Lecture handouts, presentations, and other materials prepared for the course (e.g., PowerPoint slides); 

 Questions or solution sets from various types of assessments (e.g., assignments, quizzes, tests, final 

exams); and 

 Work protected by copyright (e.g., any work authored by the instructor or TA or used by the instructor or 

TA with permission of the copyright owner). 

  

Course materials and the intellectual property contained therein, are used to enhance a student’s educational 

experience.  However, sharing this intellectual property without the intellectual property owner’s permission is a 

violation of intellectual property rights.  For this reason, it is necessary to ask the instructor, TA and/or the 

University of Waterloo for permission before uploading and sharing the intellectual property of others online 

(e.g., to an online repository). 

Permission from an instructor, TA or the University is also necessary before sharing the intellectual property of 

others from completed courses with students taking the same/similar courses in subsequent terms/years.  In many 

https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/
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cases, instructors might be happy to allow distribution of certain materials.  However, doing so without expressed 

permission is considered a violation of intellectual property rights. 

  

Please alert the instructor if you become aware of intellectual property belonging to others (past or present) 

circulating, either through the student body or online.  The intellectual property rights owner deserves to know 

(and may have already given their consent) 

 

 

 

Grading system: 

 

This course uses an alphabetical scale for grading. The following chart may be used to convert the 

alphabetical grades to numerical grades. It is also the conversion chart used for submitting the final grade 

for the course, which is a numerical grade. 

 

A+ 95 

A 89 

A- 83 

B+ 78 

B 75 

B- 72 

C+ 68 

C 65 

C- 62 

D+ 58 

D 55 

D- 52 

F 38 
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Precis assignments: 

 

For each precis assignment, the student will respond to a specific question or set of questions set by the 

instructor about the assigned article (see below). By answering the question(s) assigned, you will be 

summarizing the article’s key argument(s). Each essay will be a maximum of two pages, double-spaced, 

in length. Remember that this is an exercise in conciseness and brevity. Every word counts! All articles 

are available in the coursepack, for sale at the bookstore. 

 

All assignments must have a title page with the course number, precis title, student name and number.  

 

They must be:  

-typed and double-spaced;  

-the font used must be a minimum of 11-point in size and in Times New Roman;  

-the margins may not be less than 2cm.  

 

The precises may not exceed two pages of text in length, excluding the title page. The grade assigned to 

an assignment is an evaluation of both the paper's content and of the grammar and spelling in it. 

Excessive spelling, typographical or grammatical errors will be penalized. Assignments must be 

submitted on paper. Assignments submitted in any electronic format (by email, for example) will NOT be 

accepted.  

 

If it appears that the paper is improperly formatted, the instructor reserves the right to request that it be 

reformatted appropriately (without changing the content) before being graded. 

 

Note: no footnotes are required. HOWEVER, all direct quotes must be put in quotation marks and the 

page number cited at the end of the sentence. Also note that anything beyond two pages will not be read. 

 

The purpose of these assignments is to identify and explain concisely the central argument(s) of the 

reading assigned. To that end, questions have been provided for each assignment in order to help the 

student focus on the central argument(s). Thus, the student is expected to address the question(s) 

assigned. 

 

 

Precis workshops: (location: HH 1106) 

 

In order to help students with the precis assignments, there will be a workshop held before each precis 

assignment is due. Attendance is NOT mandatory, but some students may find these helpful. At the 

workshop, I will discuss how to 'read' the article, as well as how one might structure the precis. You 

should come having read the article and ready to discuss it. If  you are unable to attend, please feel free to 

contact me directly with any questions you may have.  

 

precis 1: Thursday, 23 January, 4:30-5:30 

 

precis 2: Thursday, 27 February, 4:30-5:30 

 

precis 3: Thursday, 26 March, 4:30-5:30 
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Due dates and assignment questions: (papers are due by 4pm on the due date) 

 

30 January  1st precis assignment 

 

Ute Daniel, " Women's Work in industry and family: Germany, 1914-1918," In Richard 

Wall and Jay Winter, eds., The Upheaval of War (Cambridge University Press, 1988), pp. 

267-296. 

 

Ute Daniel disagrees with the common perception that World War I and its impact on the 

German economy "is said to have increased female employment to unprecedented levels 

and to have brought about lasting changes in its [women's employment] structure. What 

did happen to women's employment, according to Daniel? 

 

 

5 March 2nd precis assignment  

 

  Richard Bessel, "The Nazi Capture of Power," Journal of Contemporary History 39/2  

  (April 2004): 169-188. 

 

  What are the reasons for the Nazis’ successful ‘capture of power’ in the elections of  

  January 1933, according to Bessel? What does he believe is the significance of these  

  reasons for our understanding of the Nazi regime? 

 

 

2 April  3rd precis assignment  

 

 Paula Schwartz, "The politics of food and gender in Occupied Paris," Modern and 

Contemporary France (1999): 35-45. 

 

 Paula Schwartz argues that, although few women engaged in combat as part of the French 

resistance, those who did "pushed the gender barrier to its outermost limit." (151) In their 

participation in armed combat, one can see both the flexibility and the resilience of 

traditional gender roles. Explain what Schwartz means by this. 
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Sessions and readings: 

 

6 Jan Introduction 

 

8 Jan Europe in 1900 - a Portrait 

 

10 Jan Europe in 1900 - a Portrait continued 

 

13 Jan The Causes of World War I 

 

15 Jan World War I Erupts 

 

17 Jan The Battlefront 

 

20 Jan Impact on the Homefront 

 

22 Jan Impact on the Homefront continued 

 

24 Jan Disintegration of the Austro-Hungarian Empire 

 

27 Jan The Russian Revolution 

 

29 Jan The Russian Revolution continued 

 

31 Jan The Peace Settlement 

 

3 Feb 1917-1923 - Years of Revolution 

 

5 Feb 
 

1917-1923 - Years of Revolution continued  

 

7 Feb The Interwar Years -Sliding into the Great Depression 

 

10 Feb The Interwar Years - Political Stagnation in Western Europe 

 

12 Feb Establishment of the Soviet Union 

 

14 Feb CLASS CANCELLED 

 

17-21 Feb READING WEEK 

 

24 Feb The Soviet Union in the 1930s 

 

26 Feb The Rise of Fascism 

 

28 Feb Triumph of the Will - Fascism applied 

 

2 Mar Hitler Seizes Power 

 

4 Mar Hitler and the Nazi Revolution 
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6 Mar Reconstruction of Germany 

 

9 Mar The New European Order 

 

11 Mar The Coming of World War II 

 

13 Mar World War II erupts 

 

16 Mar The Occupation of Western Europe 

 

18 Mar Popular Reaction in Western Europe 

 

20 Mar The Occupation of Eastern Europe 

 

23 Mar Popular Reaction in Eastern Europe 

 

25 Mar 
 

The Holocaust  

 

27 Mar The Holocaust continued 

 

30 Mar Liberation and Postwar Europe 

 

1 Apr Review Class 

 

3 Apr CLASS CANCELLED 

 

 


