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History 227 

 

The French Revolution and Napoleonic Europe 

 

 

The French Revolution and, then, the startling rise and subsequent precipitous fall from power of 

Napoleon Bonaparte shaped the history of Europe irrevocably and fundamentally. This course 

will trace the nature of these momentous events and their impact on both France and Europe. We 

will begin with the pre-revolutionary years, dissecting the long-term and short-term causes of the 

Revolution. We will then discuss in detail the trajectory of the Revolution, from the calling of 

the Estates-General through the Terror and its collapse. Our purpose will be to understand the 

logic of the Revolution, as it radicalized increasingly, as well as the reasons for its collapse. We 

will then explore the reasons for and logic behind the rise of Napoleon Bonaparte, the creation of 

his empire, and then his dramatic fall from power. 

 

 

books to purchase: (available at the bookstore) 

 

Peter McPhee, Liberty or Death: the French Revolution (Yale University Press, 2017) 

coursepack 

 

Grade allocation: 

40% final examination 

20% first precis assignment (due Tuesday, 4 February, 4 pm) 

20% second precis assignment (due Tuesday, 3 March, 4 pm) 

20%  third precis assignment (due Tuesday, 31 March, 4pm) 

 

Assignments and examinations:  
Each student is required to complete all three precis assignments.All three precis assignments are 

compulsory. Failure to submit any of the three precis assignments by the day of the final 

examination will result in an overall grade 32% in the course. Students will not be allowed to re-

write any of the precis assignments. 

 

Late policy and extensions:  

Papers are due by 4 pm the day assigned in the syllabus. Extensions will not be granted. Any 

paper that is late will be docked 10% for the first day late and 5% each subsequent day. After 3 

days, the student will be given a failing grade for the paper (32%) for any submitted precis. All 

assignments must be completed and submitted by the last day of class or the student will 

automatically fail the course, nor will there be an opportunity to rewrite any essay assignment. 

Do not put papers under the office door. Instead, deposit them in the History essay drop box (in 



Lynne Taylor’s slot, please!) which is in the corridor across from HH110. 

 

Academic integrity and discipline: 

Academic integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of 

Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. See the Office of 

Academic Integrity webpage for more information. 

Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing 

academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. Check the Office of Academic Integrity 

for more information. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs 

help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group 

work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the 

Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary 

penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of 

offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline. For typical 

penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties. 

Grievances and appeals: 

Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has 

been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student 

Petitions and Grievances, Section 4. When in doubt, please be certain to contact the department’s 

administrative assistant who will provide further assistance. 

Appeals: A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances (other 

than a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline may be appealed if there is a ground. A student who 

believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72 - Student Appeals. 

Accommodation for students with disabilities 

Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services office, located on the first floor of the 

Needles Hall extension (1401), collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate 

accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the 

curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please 

register with the AS office at the beginning of each academic term. 

 

  

https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/accessability-services/


precis assignments: 

 

All assignments must have a title page with the course number, precis title, student name and 

number. The precises may not exceed two pages of text in length, excluding the title page. They 

must be typed and double-spaced; the font used must be a minimum of 11-point in size and in 

Times New Roman; the margins may not be less than 2cm.  

 

The grade assigned to an assignment is an evaluation of both the paper's content and of the 

grammar and spelling in it. Excessive spelling, typographical or grammatical errors will be 

penalized. Assignments must be submitted on paper. Assignments submitted in any electronic 

format (by email, for example) will NOT be accepted.  

 

If it appears that the paper is improperly formatted, the instructor reserves the right to request 

that it be reformatted appropriately (without changing the content) before being graded. 

 

Note: no footnotes are required. HOWEVER, all direct quotes must be put in quotation marks 

and the page number cited at the end of the sentence. Also note that anything beyond two pages 

will not be read. 

 

The purpose of these assignments is to identify and explain concisely the central argument(s) of 

the reading assigned. To that end, questions have been provided for each assignment in order to 

help the student focus on the central argument(s). Thus, the student is expected to address the 

question(s) assigned. 

 

  



Precis assignment questions (and due dates): 

 

(formatting reminder: double-spaced; minimum font size of 11-point; font type: Times 

New Roman; minimum margins of 2cm) 

 

4 February 1st precis assignment 

  

 Dale Clifford, "Can the Uniform Make the Citizen? Paris, 1789-1791," 

Eighteenth-Century Studies 34/3 (Spring 2001): 363-382. 

  

 Question TBA 

 

3 March 2nd precis assignment  

 

  Katie L. Jarvis, "Exacting Change: Money, Market Women, and the Crumbling 

Corporate World in the French Revolution," Journal of Social History 51/4 

(2018): 837-868. 

 

  Question TBA 

 

31 March 3rd precis assignment 

 

 Gavin Daly, "English Smugglers, the Channel, and the Napoleonic Wars, 1800-

1814," Journal of British Studies 46 (January 2007): 30-46. 

 

 Question TBA 

 

  



grading system: 

This course uses an alphabetical scale for grading. The following chart will be used to convert 

the alpha grades to numerical grades. It is also the conversion chart used for submitting the final 

grade for the course, which is a numerical grade. 

 

A+ 95 

A 89 

A- 83 

B+ 78 

B 75 

B- 72 

C+ 68 

C 65 

C- 62 

D+ 58 

D 55 

D- 52 

F 38 

 

 

  



sessions and text readings: 

 

 

6 Jan Introduction 

 

8 Jan Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment 

 

10 Jan Social Order and Privilege I 

 

13 Jan Social Order and Privilege II 

 

15 Jan Run-up to Estates General  

 

17 Jan Calling of Estates General to 14 July 

 

20 Jan the Night of 4 August to October Days 

 

22 Jan Challenges facing the Assembly, 1790 

 

24 Jan Precis Workshop: Dale Clifford, "Can the Uniform Make the Citizen? 

Paris, 1789-1791," Eighteenth-Century Studies 34/3 (Spring 2001): 363-

382. 

 

27 Jan What is Going On? 

 

29 Jan Growing Opposition 

 

31 Jan Varennes 

 

3 Feb Crisis in Paris & the Radicalization of Assembly 

 

5 Feb 

 

War and National Convention Declared 

 

7 Feb The Convention 

 

10 Feb Challenges, 1792-93 - the war 

 

12 Feb Challenges, 1792-93 - the army, the Vendée 

 

14 Feb CLASS CANCELLED 

 

17-21 Feb READING WEEK 

 

24 Feb Precis Workshop : Katie L. Jarvis, "Exacting Change: Money, 

Market Women, and the Crumbling Corporate World in the French 

Revolution," Journal of Social History 51/4 (2018): 837-868. 



26 Feb Challenges, 1792-93 - the Federalist Revolt 

 

28 Feb The Fall of the Girondins 

 

2 Mar The Establishment of the Committee of Public Safety 

 

4 Mar The Cultural Project I 

 

6 Mar The Cultural Project II 

 

9 Mar The Terror I 

 

11 Mar The Terror II 

 

13 Mar Thermidor and the Directory 

 

16 Mar Napoleon’s rise to Emperor 

 

18 Mar Napoleon’s France  

 

20 Mar Precis Workshop: Gavin Daly, "English Smugglers, the Channel, and the 

Napoleonic Wars, 1800-1814," Journal of British Studies 46 (January 

2007): 30-46. 

 

23 Mar Napoleon at War 

 

25 Mar 

 

Napoleon’s Spain 

 

27 Mar Breaking Napoleon 

 

30 Mar The 100 Days 

 

1 Apr Review 

 

3 Apr CLASS CANCELLED 

 

 


