
Hist 111: History of the Western World 2 
Winter 2018 

MW 2:30PM – 3:50PM; CGR 1111 

Instructor Information 
Instructor: Troy Osborne 
Office: CGR 2114 
Office Phone: 519-885-0220 x24260 
Office Hours: Tuesday 10:00-12:00 am, or by appointment and after class 
Email: troy.osborne@uwaterloo.ca 
(Email is the best way to contact me!) 
 
You can find the syllabus and other course links and materials at The Learn Website 
http://learn.uwaterloo.edu .  
 
Course Description:  
In this class, we will study the intellectual, political, social, economic, and cultural events that have 
shaped the history of modern Western Europe.  In an introductory course, it will be impossible to 
cover every aspect of this important period.  Therefore, while we will definitely learn about specific 
dates, events, and people, the emphasis will be on processes, developments, and themes.  We will 
cover a wide breadth of topics, but we will pay particular attention to several questions and themes: 
 

• What happened during and following the French and Industrial Revolutions that has led 
many historians to consider them to be the transition into “modern” Europe? 
 

•  What were the intellectual and cultural changes of nineteenth century and how are they 
intimately related to the political and social transformations of modernity? 

 
• What was the process by which the modern state formed, and what was the intellectual 

background of the modern nation state? 
 

• To what extent were World War I and World War II the culmination of trends from the 
nineteenth century?  How was twentieth century Europe markedly different from pre-war 
Europe? 
 

COURSE EXPECATIONS:   
Attendance – In this course, it is assumed that students have attended every scheduled class session. 
 
Quizzes – There will be 11 unannounced quizzes over the course of the semester.  At the end of the 
semester, I will drop the lowest score.  The quizzes cannot be made-up without a valid excuse.  You 
can verify illnesses with a medical certificate from the Health Services Site.  Health Services 
https://uwaterloo.ca/health-services/student-medical-clinicThe only acceptable UW Verification of 
Illness forms will be those that indicate SEVERE illness.  Students whose illness forms indicate 
MODERATE, SLIGHT, OR NEGLIGIBLE illnesses will not be allowed to make up the quizzes and 
they will receive a grade of zero for that particular exam or quiz.  (Remember, you can drop the 
lowest score.)  The quizzes will cover lecture content, online material, and geography.  Study the 

http://learn.uwaterloo.edu/
http://learn.uwaterloo.edu/
https://uwaterloo.ca/health-services/student-medical-clinic
https://uwaterloo.ca/health-services/student-medical-clinic


maps in the textbook and to prepare for the quizzes.  Absences or missed work should be addressed 
as soon as possible (i.e. before you miss class!).  Any concerns about missed work should be brought 
to the professor’s attention before the last class session. 
 
Two Exams – The exams will be a combination of multiple choice, fill in the blank, short answers, 
and a longer essay.  The questions will draw from assigned readings, discussions, and lectures.  They 
will reward you for your ability to illustrate comprehension of and think critically about the course 
content. 
 
GRADES: 
Midterm  25 percent  
Final   25 percent 
Quizzes 10 x 20 points each= 50 percent 
 
Grading Scale:  
Courses in the Faculty of Arts are graded according to the following scale: 

Letter Grade Numeric Value Description 
      
A+  90-100 Exceptional 
A 85-89 Excellent 
A- 80-84 Excellent 
B+ 77-79 Very good 
B 73-76 Good 
B- 70-72 Good 
C+ 67-69 Competent 
C 63-66 Fairly Competent 
C- 60-62 Fairly Competent 
D+ 57-59 Passing 
D 53-56 Barely passing 
D- 50-52 Barely passing 
F+ 42-49 Marginally failing 
F 35-41 Failing 
F- 0-34 Failing 

 
 
NOTE:  My lectures supplement and reinforce the textbook readings, but they will not copy them.  
You are responsible for reading the material.  Exams will cover the readings and the lectures.  Bring 
your textbooks with you to class, since we might analyze some sections together. 
 
I will communicate to the class through LEARN.  Please make sure that you check your email 
account associated with LEARN daily. 
  
Miscellaneous:  An easy way to show respect is by arriving on time instead of straggling late and 
interrupting the class proceedings.  If you arrive late, please enter unobtrusively and take the first 
available seat so as not to distract the rest of the class.  In addition, students should not start packing 
up their notes and books until I have excused them.  Make sure to turn off all cell phones before 



class starts.  I you have to leave early or are expecting an important phone call, please let me know 
before class begins (and try to sit near the door!).  You are welcome to bring something to drink with 
you (no food please), but make sure that you clean up after yourself.  
 
You can also show respect for your peers and the professor by completing your work without 
cheating.  Below you will find the University of Waterloo’s policies regarding cheating.   It is 
important that you familiarize yourself with them! 
 

Cross-listed course  
Please note that a cross-listed course will count in all respective averages no matter under 
which rubric it has been taken. For example, a PHIL/PSCI cross-list will count in a Philosophy 
major average, even if the course was taken under the Political Science rubric. 

Academic Integrity 
Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the 
University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and 
responsibility. See the UWaterloo Academic Integrity webpage and the Arts Academic 
Integrity webpage for more information.  
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid 
committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is 
unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid 
offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek 
guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. 
When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed 
under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of 
penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline. For typical penalties check 
Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties. 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university 
life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 
70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4. When in doubt, please be certain to contact 
the department’s administrative assistant who will provide further assistance. 
Appeals: A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 - Student Petitions and 
Grievances (other than a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline may be appealed if there is 
a ground. A student who believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72 - 
Student Appeals. 

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities 
Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services office, located on the first 
floor of the Needles Hall extension (1401), collaborates with all academic departments to 
arrange appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the 
academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to lessen the 
impact of your disability, please register with the AS office at the beginning of each academic 
term. 

 
Finally:  If you have questions about anything this semester, ASK ME.  If you are unsure about whether you 
should ask me about something, you are better off checking with me.  If you are facing unexpected challenges 
during the semester that make it difficult for you to meet the course expectations, please contact me.  
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Required Texts available in the bookstore 
• Backman, Clifford R. Cultures of the West: A History. Volume 2: Since 1350. Second 

Edition. 
• Backman, Clifford R, Et al. Sources for Cultures of the West: A History. Volume 2: Since 

1350.  Second Edition 
 TOPIC READINGS 

 January 3 
 
  

Course Introduction:  
Medieval Heritage    

Syllabus 

January 8 
 
 

War, Religion, and the State:  France and 
England 

 Backman, 527-537, 557-562 
 
 

January 10 Scientific Revolution Backman, 462-478, 481-489 
Sources: 13.2 Galileo; 13.4 Descartes; 
13.6 Hobbes 
  

January 15 The Development of the Trans-Atlantic 
World 

 Backman 567-575 
 Sources, 13.1 De las Casas 

January 17 Eighteenth Century Social Changes  Backman, 522-524 
 

January 22 The Age of Enlightenment Backman, 579-600, 612-617 
Sources, 16.1 Locke, 16.2a Rousseau, 
16.2b Voltaire 
 

January 29 The Enlightenment and Women Backman, 600-603 

January 31 
 

Central and Eastern European States Backman, 537-545 
Sources,15.3 

February 5 French Revolution   Backman,  621-642 
 

February 7 
 

Age of Napoleon and the Romantic 
Reaction 

Backman, 643-659 
Sources, 17.2 Robespierre; 17.3 
Napoleon 

February 12 Exam   

February 14 Industrial Revolution Backman, 663-678 
Sources, 18.4 Mayhew 



February 19-23  STUDY DAYS – NO CLASS  

February 26 Liberalism and the Middle Classes Backman, 703-725 
Sources, 19.4 Norton; 19.5 Beeton 

February 28 Socialism and Revolution  Backman,  684-694, 723-725, 728-732 
(Marx Handout) 
Sources, 19.3 Eccarius 
 

February 28 Nationalism and 1848  Backman, 725-728, 745-759 (stop at 
German) 
Sources, 19.1 Kossuth 
 

March 5 Bismarck’s Germany  Backman, 759-763  
 

March 7  Darwinism and Imperialism Backman, 819-838, 863-867, 875-895 
Sources, 22.5 Darwin; 22.2 Hobson 

March 12 World War I and its Consequences  Backman, 899-925, 933-937 
Sources, 24.2 Versailles; 24.4 Graves 

March 14 
 

Interwar tensions Backman, 943-960, 965-975 
Sources, 24.3 Keynes 

March 19 The Soviet Experiment Backman, 925-933, 975-980 
 

March 21 
 

World War II and the Holocaust  Backman, 989-1018 
Sources, 26.4 Gilbert 
 

March 26 The Cold War Era  Backman, 1029-1043 
Sources, 27.2 Novikov; 27.3 Churchill 

March 28 Rise of the Welfare State  Backman, 1043-1056, 1064-1068 

April 2 1989 and the Future of Europe Backman, 1099-1102, 1111-1117, 
1123-1129, 1136-1149 
Sources, 29.3 Fukuyama 

 
FINAL EXAM – DURING EXAM PERIOD – DATE WILL BE ANNOUNCED LATER 
 
University of Waterloo’s Territorial Acknowledgement 

We acknowledge that we are living and working on the traditional territory of the Attawandaron (also known as 
Neutral), Anishinaabe and Haudenosaunee peoples. The University of Waterloo is situated on the Haldimand 
Tract, the land promised to the Six Nations that includes ten kilometres on each side of the Grand River. 
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