
 
 

St. Jerome’s University in the University of Waterloo 

Department of History 

HIST 115 / MEDVL 115 
Crusading in the Middle Ages 

Fall 2017 

M 2:30-3:30 W 2:30-4:30, SJ1 2009 
 

Instructor and T.A. Information 

Instructor: Jolanta N. Komornicka 
Office: SH 2016 
Office Phone: x28255 
Office Hours: M 3:35-4:15; W 1-2; Th 9:30-11:30; and by appointment 
Email: jolanta.komornicka@uwaterloo.ca 
I am often in my office, so feel free to stop by at any time. 
 

T.A. Andrew Moore    

Email A5moore@uwaterloo.ca    

Office Hours By appointment    

Course Description 

In this course, we will examine the first three crusades to the Holy Land, looking at both 

Muslim and Christian perspectives. The focus will be on how crusading fit into the cultures and 

societies as they existed at the time, the degree to which crusading was a reflection of what 

already existed, and to what extent crusading altered its world. 

 

You will learn about the various ways the crusades were preached and understood by the 

people of the time. Through the readings, discussions, lectures, and writing assignments in this 

class, you will build your ability to think historically by critically analyzing primary and 

secondary sources; setting aside presentism to evaluate people and documents within their 

contemporary contexts; developing historical empathy through a semester-long Creating Lives 

project; and learning to construct a historical narrative out of the dusty documents of the past. 

This course is not focused on simply memorizing names, dates, or facts. There are far too many 

of those and they are, on the whole, easy to look up when you need to.  

 

This is an opportunity to do history. 

 

Course Goals and Learning Outcomes 

-- Develop historical thinking  

-- Evaluate people and events within their own contexts and cultivate historical empathy 

-- Communicate clearly and analytically both in writing and speech 
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Upon completion of this course, students should be able to: 

A. Develop historical thinking 

 Be able to read a primary document and identify not only who wrote it and when, but 

who its intended audience was, why it was written, the historical information it imparts 

to us, and its relationship to other primary documents. 

 Be able to read a piece of scholarly literature and identify not only who wrote it and 

when, but the thesis, the course of the argument, its use of evidence, its significance to 

the topic, and its relationship to other scholarly texts. 

B. Evaluate people and events in their own contexts 

 Be able to set aside modern expectations of behavior and values in order to think about 

how the social, political, and cultural influences of the past shaped possibilities and 

outlooks. 

 Be able to take an event or individual from the course and explain what influences acted 

on them that shaped the choices they made, with reference to material from the 

course. 

C. Communicate clearly and analytically in writing 

 Write with correct grammar and spelling while developing a thought from its premise to 

its conclusion. 

 Use primary and secondary source materials to come to conclusions, as well as support 

argumentation.  

D. Communicate clearly and analytically in speech 

 Participate in class discussion in a manner that hears what others have said and 

contributes your own understanding to the topic. 

 Reference readings and lectures in discussion to undergird your point and show mastery 

of the course material. 

Required Text 

 Asbridge, The Crusades 

 Allen and Amt, The Crusades: A Reader 

 Cobb, The Race for Paradise 

Other assigned readings can be found on Course Reserve linked on LEARN (listed as ereserve on the 

Course Outline) and on LEARN. 

Course Requirements and Assessment 

Assessment  Date of Evaluation (if known) Weighting 
Participation During Every Seminar Meeting 12% 
Blog Posts Weekly 48% 
Primary Document Analysis October 13 13% 
Paper December 4 12% 
Final Exam TBA 15% 
   

Total  100% 
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Students have the opportunity to rewrite the Primary Document Analysis for a chance to improve their 

marks. If you desire to take advantage of this, you must inform me of your decision within one week of 

receiving the marked assignment. 

Assessment 1 
Participation: I expect you to be on time and ready to go when class begins. This means having done the 

readings in advance, prepared for a lively and engaging discussion, and brought the primary texts with 

you to class. During seminar, you will be called upon to help lead the discussion and contribute to the 

class’s and your own understanding of the topic. If you have concerns about your ability to participate in  

a seminar discussion, see me by September 15 so we can discuss strategies to ensure your success. 

Assessment 2 
Blog Posts: Each student will be given an avatar (aka character) at the beginning of the semester. I will 

supply their given name, where they reside, gender, religion, and social status/occupation. Throughout 

the semester, you will have three avatars, all related to one another. Each week, you will write a short 

blog post (550 words minimum) responding to the prompt I provide, written from the avatar’s point of 

view, like a diary entry (the prompt may be a reaction to a key event, an eye-witness experience, etc.). 

You will also provide a brief analytical paragraph (400 words minimum), in which you step back from 

your avatar’s perspective and explain his or her attitudes and actions through reference to lecture and 

readings. In the diary entry portion, your avatar should be presented with as much historical accuracy as 

possible. Your avatars are free to go on crusade or not (even if women), become refugees or not. 

However, they must be able to respond to the events covered in class and you risk giving yourself extra 

work if you take them to a place our readings don’t cover, as you will need to do research to provide 

verisimilitude and historical accuracy. There are relatively few restrictions other than the above, and 

that your avatar cannot die prematurely, nor engage in any actions that change the course of history. 

You must always have one avatar alive and kicking. Only your first avatar is provided for you. Your 

second and third are entirely yours to design, though they must be a family relation of your first avatar. I 

will provide a handout that goes into more depth on this assignment and will discuss it in class. 

Assessment 3 
Primary Source Analysis: You will write one short analysis of a primary document. In this assignment, 

you will develop the skills necessary to effectively read and analyze primary documents, the heart of all 

historical research. It will be written as answers to a list of questions. See the Primary Document 

Analysis Guidelines on LEARN.  

Assessment 4 
Paper: You will write a short paper, 5-6 pages, double-spaced, 12 pt Times New Roman Font, reflecting 

on ways of understanding the Crusades. See guidelines on LEARN. 

Assessment 5 
Final Exam: While the discussions and semester writing assignments focus on your ability to look at the 

whole messy context of crusading in the Middle Ages, the exam will test your knowledge of the crusades 

basics: the who, what, when, where of history.  
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Course Outline / Class Schedule 

 

Readings are to be completed by class time Monday for the weeks you are in seminar and by class time 

Wednesday for those weeks you are off from seminar. I encourage you to note below which day is which 

for you for each week. 

 

Note that everyone meets on Monday Sept. 11th for the first day of class, but readings are not due until 

the 13th. 

 

You are not required to do any outside research in this course. However, if for your avatar posts you 

want to do so, I encourage you to go ahead (Wikipedia is not research and should not be used).  

I also encourage you to bring to the discussions information and perspectives you’ve gained from 

engaging with the course materials from the perspective of your avatars. 

 

Ereserves refers to the Course Reserves site, linked off the LEARN site. 

 

 

Week Date Topic Readings Due 

1 Sept. 11/13 
 
No seminar 
meetings this 
week. Everyone 
meets together 
for lecture on 
both Monday and 
Wednesday. 

Introduction to the Course 
The Pre-1095 World 
Perceptions of the Other 

Backman – ereserve  
Cobb, pg. 23-28, 41-53, 65-
77 
Hillenbrand, pg. 257-258, 
267-271 – ereserve  
Tolan, pg. 105-109 – 
ereserve  
Reader: #8 
“Christian Piety and Muslim 
Piety” – LEARN  
“What Things Cost” – 
LEARN  
 

2 Sept. 18/20 Call to Crusade; Spread and Reception 
Medieval Armies 

Asbridge ch. 1 
Cobb, pg. 28-35 
Reader, #6, 10, 11, 12 
Secrets of the Faithful of the 
Cross – LEARN  
 

3 Sept. 25/27 The Crusaders 
People’s Crusade 

Riley-Smith, “Recruitment, 
Lordship and Family” – 
ereserve 
Chazan – ereserve  
Reader, #13, 14, 15, 52, 55 
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Week Date Topic Readings Due 

4 Oct. 2/4 Looting, Plunder, Desertion, and Vows Asbridge, ch. 2-3 
Cobb, ch. 3 
Reader: #17, 18, 19 
“The Franks Seize Antioch” 
– LEARN  
“Pay for Service” – LEARN  
 

5 Oct. 13 
Wednesday 
Schedule 
No Discussion 
Section 

Conversion 
Muslim Consolidation and the Seljuk 
Response 

Talmon-Heller – ereserve  
Hillenbrand, “Muslim 
Perspective” – ereserve 
Asbridge, ch. 4 
Reader: #20, 21, 23 
“Franks Conquer 
Jerusalem” – LEARN 
“Effects in Baghdad of the 
Events in Syria” – LEARN  
 

6 Oct. 16/18 Life in Outremer 
Jihad 

Cobb, ch. 4, pg. 174-79 
Mallett, ch. 5 and 6 – 
ereserve 
Asbridge, pg. 168-171 
Reader: #22, 24, 25, 28 
 

7 Oct. 23/25 Memory of the First Crusade 
Military Orders 
Family 

Paul, ch. 2 – ereserve  
Asbridge, pg. 174-189 
Reader: #31, 50, 51, 36, 52 
  

8 Oct. 30/Nov. 1 Zengi 
Preaching the Second Crusade 

Cobb, pg. 124-46, 160-65 
Asbridge, pg. 190-217, ch. 7 
Reader: #33, 34, 35 
“Zangi, Man of Destiny for 
Islam” – LEARN   
 

9 Nov. 6/8 Crusades and Medicine Philips, ch. 14 – ereserve  
Asbridge, 217-221, ch. 8 
Reader: #38 
“Siege of Damascus” – 
LEARN  
“Frankish Medicine” – 
LEARN 
  

10 Nov. 13/15 Crusade Criticism  
Crusade Songs 

Constable – ereserve   
Asbridge, pg. 275-84, ch. 10 
Reader: #40, 56 
Crusader Songs – LEARN  
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Week Date Topic Readings Due 

11 Nov. 20/22 Rise of Saladin Cobb, pg.166-174, 184-93 
Asbridge, ch. 12-13 
Reader: #41, 42, 43, 44 
“Condition of the Franks on 
Their Departure from 
Jerusalem” – LEARN 
“Saladin’s Good Works in 
Jerusalem” – LEARN  
 

12 Nov. 27/29 Third Crusade 
Summing Up 

Cobb, ch. 7 
Asbridge, 391-412, 445-55, 
498-521 
Reader: #45, 47 

 
Monday Seminar Meetings 

Monday seminars will be held with half the class in order to facilitate discussion. If you are Group A, you 

will meet on the following days: 

Sept. 11 
Sept. 18 
Oct. 2 

Oct. 23 
Nov. 6 
Nov. 20 

Dec. 4 

 
If you are Group B, you will meet on the following days: 
Sept. 11 
Sept. 25 
Oct. 16 

Oct. 30 
Nov. 13 
Nov. 27 

Dec. 4 

 

Late Work  

Late work is accepted, but will be penalized by 5% per day. 

Electronic Device Policy 

Electronic devices must not be used in class, including laptops, cell phones, and tablets, unless you’re 

given express instruction to do so. Multiple studies have shown that the use of electronic devices results 

in reduced mastery of the subject material, besides being a distraction to students near the user, 

thereby reducing their mastery (think of it as the second-hand smoke effect for laptops). Therefore, 

unless a student can provide documentation from a university office to the effect that a laptop or other 

electronic device is required for learning purposes, none will be permitted in class. 

Attendance Policy 

Students are expected to be in class for every meeting, on time and ready to go. Due to the size of the 

course, in order to facilitate seminar discussion you will only attend 6 seminars per semester. Therefore, 

there will be no excused absences from seminar. You otherwise have 1 excused absence from the 

Wednesday lectures. 
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Important Information 

 
Academic Integrity: To maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo 
and its Affiliated and Federated Institutions of Waterloo (AFIW) are expected to promote honesty, trust, 
fairness, respect, and responsibility. See the UWaterloo Academic Integrity webpage and the Arts 
Academic Integrity webpage for more information. 
 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing 
academic offences, and to take responsibility for their actions. A student who is unsure whether an 
action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, 
cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course 
professor, academic advisor, or the Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, 
disciplinary penalties will be imposed under the St. Jerome’s University Policy on Student Discipline. For 
information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to University of 
Waterloo Policy 71 - Student Discipline. For typical penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment of 
Penalties. 
 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of their university life has been 
unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance.  Read the St. Jerome’s University 
Policy on Student Petitions and Grievances. 
 
Appeals: A decision made or penalty imposed under the St. Jerome’s University Policy on Student 
Petitions and Grievances (other than a petition) or the St. Jerome’s University Policy on Student 
Discipline may be appealed if there is a ground. A student who believes they have a ground for an 
appeal should refer to the St. Jerome's University Policy on Student Appeals. 
 
Note for Students with Disabilities: The AccessAbility Services office, located on the first floor of the 
Needles Hall extension (1401), collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate 
accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the 
curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please 
register with the AS office at the beginning of each academic term. 

https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/guidelines-instructors
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/undergraduate/student-support/academic-standing/ethical-behaviour
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/undergraduate/student-support/academic-standing/ethical-behaviour
https://www.sju.ca/sites/default/files/PLCY_AOM_Student-Discipline_20131122-SJUSCapproved.pdf
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties
http://www.sju.ca/sites/default/files/PLCY_AOM_Student-Petitions-and-Grievances_20151211-SJUSCapproved.pdf
http://www.sju.ca/sites/default/files/PLCY_AOM_Student-Petitions-and-Grievances_20151211-SJUSCapproved.pdf
https://www.sju.ca/sites/default/files/PLCY_AOM_Student-Appeals_20131122-SJUSCapproved.pdf
http://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/
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In Class 
 
You can expect me to be 
prepared and on-time for 
class each week. Should 
something arise that requires 
a change in the reading 
schedule, what we’ll be doing 
for a particular day, or if class 
needs to be cancelled, I will 
inform you via email as soon 
as possible and will post a 
note on the CMS. 
 
You can expect me to be 
respectful of everyone’s class 
contributions during 
discussion, even when I 
politely disagree with an 
interpretation.  
 
You can expect me to manage 
the class by balancing lecture, 
explanations, and discussion 
in a way that results in the 
least number of glazed eyes 
and the most participation. 
 

In the Office 
 
You can expect me to be in 
my office during my posted 
office hours. Should a conflict 
arise, you will be notified via 
email and a note will be 
placed on the CMS as soon as 
possible. 
 
Even if my door is closed, 
knock. If I am there and not 
busy with another student, I 
will open it to you. I prefer 
quiet to work, so often close 
my door – it is not a sign that I 
do not want visitors!  
 
You can expect me to help 
you with whatever difficulties 
you’re having in class, as well 
as shoot the breeze and talk 
about university life.  
 
 

Communication 
 
You can expect that the best 
means of reaching me outside 
of in-person contact is via 
email. I answer my emails 
within 24 hours during the 
week and within 36 hours on 
weekends. 
 
You can expect my emails to 
be polite and to the point, 
using correct salutation and 
valediction, grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation. You 
can also expect a nudge from 
me to do the same if your 
emails do not adhere to 
standard email etiquette.  
 
You can expect assignments 
to be graded and returned 
within one week for the blog 
posts, two weeks for the 
document analyses.  

 
 
 
 
 
Plundering history to deliver modern indictments serves no rational or benign purpose. To observe the 

past through the lens of the present invites delusion; so too does ignoring the existence of that lens. 

However, the burden of understanding lies on us to appreciate the world of the past, not on the past to 

provide ours with facile precedents or good stories, although of the latter the Crusades supply plenty. 

Tyerman, The Crusades, 10. 
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How to take this 
course 
 
Like all history courses, 
it’s about how deep you 
go. Students take 
medieval history for lots 
of reasons, most often 
because it offers the 
chance to get to know a 
time period that is the 
basis for so much of our 
pop culture (GoT, 
anyone? LoTR?). 
 
You can do well in this 
course without either 
liking the Middle Ages 
or coming away 
transformed in your 
understanding of a 
culture at once foreign 
and familiar. However, it 
would be unfortunate if 
that were the case. 
 
You can picture this 
course as having three 
levels.* Imagine 
standing on a hilltop in 
the middle of the night; 
this course is the 
universe. Come with me 
and go as deep as you 
dare…. 
 

Star-Gazer Astronomer Astronaut 
 
 
You need to fulfill a 
requirement. You want 
the basic info, main 
ideas, surface-level 
knowledge. 

 
 
You know the basic 
outlines of medieval 
history or the history of 
the Crusades and are 
ready to see the 
pockmarks on the 
moon. 

 
 
You want to actually 
walk on the moon, go 
deeper into the past, 
using the tools of 
history to think critically 
and analytically. 

 
There’s nothing wrong 
with this. This approach 
will work for you if 
you’re unlikely to take 
another history course 
and have little interest 
in the Middle Ages. 

 
Maybe you’ve studied 
medieval history before, 
or you’re thinking of 
being a history major. 
You already know that 
history is a 
conversation, 
sometimes an 
argument. 

 
You don’t need to be 
told that history is full of 
controversy and that 
historical knowledge is 
constructed and remade 
every generation, or 
that current events can 
color the past. You 
actively seek alternate 
sources, voices, and 
interpretations.  

 
Star-Gazers tend to 
assume that what the 
professor says in class 
and what’s in the 
readings are without 
contradiction or 
difference in 
interpretation. Star-
Gazers are mainly 
concerned with WHAT 
happened in the past. 

 
Astronomers catch 
when authors disagree 
with each other and 
they respectfully 
challenge assumptions 
and arguments through 
lively debate. 
Astronomers are 
interested in HOW and 
WHY things in the past 
occurred the way they 
did. 

 
Astronauts don’t 
assume that the 
structure or content of 
the course is inevitable 
or obvious. They seek 
out and fill in the gaps in 
the course content. 
They are curious, 
passionate, 
adventurous, and ask 
WHY HISTORY 
MATTERS. 

 

*There is a fourth level, and that is the Astrologer. Astrologers think they are engaging with the history, 

but they are really seeking to reaffirm preconceived ideas. They insist that Pluto is really a planet, 

because it’s comfortable and familiar and they prefer a solar system with nine planets. They are not 

interested in the past, but in a historical fiction that often forgets it’s fiction and frequently ignores the 

history. 
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Student-to-Student 

Introduce yourself to the two people beside you. Exchange information. If you have to miss class, you now 

have a ready resource for getting notes. 

Student 1: Name_______________________________________________________________________  

Phone___________________ Email________________________________________________________ 

Student 2: Name_______________________________________________________________________  

Phone___________________ Email________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do I pronounce your name? 

As someone with a foreign name, I am sensitive to how frustrating it can be when someone 

gets your name wrong. Please don’t hesitate to correct me until I get it right. 

For my first name: In Polish, Js are pronounced as Ys. Hence Jola is pronounced like Yola. 

As for my last name, which is a little trickier, here’s a handy Rebus puzzle to help you out: 

 

Komornicka = 

  +    +    +    

(comb)  +  (oar)  +  (knee)  +  (ska) 

 

 

 

 

  +    +    +    


