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STV 210 & HIST 212 The Computing Society 

Location & Hours 
• Lectures: DWE 2527, 6:30-9:20 Tuesday 
• Mid-terms: DWE 2527 & DWE 3516, Feb 13 & Apr 3 

Instructor 
• Dr. Scott Campbell scott.campbell@uwaterloo.ca 

Office hours: Tuesday 10am-Noon / E3 Room 3174 (Map online) 
519-888-4567 x35635 

Teaching Assistant 
• Wendy Stocker wlstocker@uwaterloo.ca 

Office hours: Monday and Wednesday Noon-3pm / E3 Room 3171 (Map online) 
519-888-4567 x36215 

Calendar Description 
This course examines the historical relationship between computer technology and society, to review 
the impact and consequences of computing from a social perspective but also to consider the various 
non-technical factors and values that have shaped computing technology and practice. The scope 
ranges from early mechanical aids, through the mid-20th century invention of electronic digital 
computers, to the networks and mobile applications of the 21st century, and includes technological 
studies relating to gender, education, employment, and war. Material artifacts will be used as a core 
element of the course. 

Credit weight: 0.5 / Pre-requisite: None 

Course Objectives 
When students have finished the course they should be able to: 

• Identify and recognize the historical events relating to various computing technologies, people, 
places, and activities and the circumstances that shaped these events. 

• Describe various social and technological practices, relationships, and values that are 
connected to the rise and use of computing technologies in past and modern societies. 

• Use sound historical and interdisciplinary arguments about significance, evidence, continuity, 
causation, perspective, and ethics to explain or contextualize past and current computer-
related events. 

• Analyze textual and material artifacts, carry out straightforward historical research, and 
compose arguments of a historical nature. 

To achieve these objectives, students should be prepared to set aside an average of five to six hours a 
week (three hours for the lecture slot, and one to three hours to prepare and review), plus extra time 
for assignments and studying for tests. However, if you keep on top of your readings and show up to 
class, time spent preparing for the tests will be minimized. 

mailto:scott.campbell@uwaterloo.ca
https://uwaterloo.ca/centre-for-society-technology-values/about-centre-society-technology-and-values/our-location
mailto:wlstocker@uwaterloo.ca
https://uwaterloo.ca/centre-for-society-technology-values/about-centre-society-technology-and-values/our-location
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Website and slides 
Use LEARN for access to lecture slides, assignment instructions and drop boxes, course readings and 
study questions, a course discussion forum, and other resources. I'll post lecture slides to LEARN a day 
before the lecture, but students are expected to take additional notes. 

Textbook and readings 
There is a one required textbook, and it is $27.30 in the UW Bookstore. 

• Campbell-Kelly, Martin, William Aspray, Nathan Ensmenger, and Jeffrey R Yost. Computer: A 
History of the Information Machine, Third Edition, Westview Press, 2013. 

Older editions are not quite up to date, and you probably can't buy this book any cheaper anywhere 
else because this is a special, cheaper student edition. You might find ebooks or PDFs online, but 
electronic devices are prohibited during the two open-book tests. So it's probably easiest to buy it at 
the bookstore. Other than the textbook, additional required readings will be assigned occasionally and 
distributed on the course website. You should print these and bring them to class and the tests. 

To help with the readings, I will provide a schedule and study guide each week. Students are expected 
to study the readings before class and bring them to class for use during lectures and in-class activities. 

Schedule 
The workshop, tests, assignment deadlines, and in-class participation (marked with a "P") in the 
schedule are fixed; the lecture topics and readings should be thought of as tentative and may evolve as 
the term unfolds. Always check the reading study guide on LEARN for weekly reading requirements. 

 Date Topic Event  Reading 
1 Jan. 9 Welcome  P See guide 
2 Jan. 16 Computing before computers  P Ch.1,2 
3 Jan. 23 Artifacts and material culture Workshop  See guide 
4 Jan. 30 Inventing the computer  P Ch.3,4 
5 Feb. 6 Constructing computing (Part I) Book review P Ch.5,6 
6 Feb. 13  Test 1   
  Reading week    
7 Feb. 27 Real Canadian computers  P Ch.7 
8 Mar. 6 Definitions and disciplines  P Ch.8,9 
9 Mar. 13 Re-constructing computing (Part II)  P Ch.10 
10 Mar. 20 "The Computer Girls" Essay P See guide 
11 Mar. 27 Social computing and the future  P Ch.11,12 
12 Apr. 3  Test 2   

See http://www.quest.uwaterloo.ca/undergraduate/dates.html for more information regarding 
university dates for drop deadlines and related penalties. 

http://www.quest.uwaterloo.ca/undergraduate/dates.html
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Evaluation 
Evaluation Value Brief description 
Tests 50% Two tests, 25% each, no final 
In-class engagement 24% 4%/week over nine weeks, drop lowest three 
Online engagement 2% 1% Entry & 1% Exit quiz 
Artifact project 14% Workshop and book review, 7% each 
Historical essay 10% About four pages, choice of topics 

Tests (50%) 
There will be two tests worth 25% each. Both tests are open-book, but electronic devices are 
prohibited. The first test will deal exclusively with material covered up to that point of the course. The 
second test will emphasize concepts and historical events from the second half of the course, but 
students are encouraged to draw on material from the whole course. 

Engagement (26%) 
Students are expected to attend class and be prepared to engage with the material. Setting aside the 
week of the tests (week 6 and 12) and the artifact workshop (week 3) there are nine weeks with in-
class participation activities. Normally, you'll work in groups and share the grade, but some weeks you 
may be asked to work independently. Each submission will be graded out of four, and the lowest three 
grades will be dropped from the final participation grade. The general goal is to reinforce course 
content, exercise skills in critical thinking, and practise collaboration. 

• How to get a good engagement grade 
− do everything you're asked to do 
− use course material from the lectures and readings 
− elaborate with specific, concrete examples 
− use prose (full sentences) for arguments; use point form for lists or brainstormimg 
− ask for help if uncertain about expectations 

• How NOT to get a good grade 
− offering "yes/no/sometimes" answers with no weight on a particular response 
− making stuff up 
− using general or abstact examples 
− “telling" when you can “show", or "telling" with no evidence of "showing" 
− assuming that "no one right answer" means that "every answer is as good as any other" 

There will also be an entry quiz and exit quiz held online at the beginning and end of the course. They 
are not graded. Instead, each quiz is worth 1% and if you complete each one on time, you get the credit. 
There may be bonus engagement opportunities offered as well; if so, these will amount to 2% or less. 
Don't count on the bonus. 
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Artifact project (14%) 
The artifact project has two parts: an in-class group workshop (week 3) and a follow-up book review 
assignment. Each part is worth 7%. I'll distribute instructions at the workshop, and each group must 
submit a report before leaving. Students who do not attend that night will forfeit the workshop portion 
of the grade. The instructions for the follow-up book review will be available the same night. This 
assignment builds on the workshop conceptually, but you do it outside of class. It also requires more 
historical digging and more time for thinking, and is done individually. The normal late penalty applies 
(see "Course Policies" below). 

Historical essay (10%) 
Think of this as the traditional essay for a history course, but short at only four pages. You'll have a 
choice of topics that require some basic research and analysis intended to demonstrate your 
knowledge and understanding of key course concepts. Further instructions and topics will be revealed 
early in the course, and students are encouraged to discuss their ideas with the instructor and TAs as 
the term proceeds. The essay is to be done by individuals and is worth 10%. 

Notes for all assignment submissions 
All electronic assignments must be submitted to LEARN. Do NOT email any submission to the 
instructor or TA. Unclaimed paper assignments and tests will be retained for one year. After that time, 
they will be destroyed in compliance with the university's confidential shredding procedures. 
Electronic documents not stored on LEARN will also be deleted after one year. 

Assignment word count guidelines are expectations only, not hard limits. Shorter or longer 
submissions are acceptable, but students may be penalized if, in the assessment of the marker, more or 
fewer words would be beneficial. 

Writing Assistance and Guidance 

Students with writing concerns should contact the instructor or TA for help as early as possible. 
Students can request that the instructor or TA review a final draft of the assignment, if the draft is 
complete, submission-ready, and the student can meet with the instructor or TA to discuss the draft at 
least one business day before the deadline. 

The Writing Centre (https://uwaterloo.ca/writing-centre/) offers additional help in planning and 
executing writing assignments, and might be worth consulting. 

Policies 

University policies 
The following sections must be included in all course outlines. 

https://uwaterloo.ca/writing-centre/
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Academic integrity 

In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo 
community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. Check the 
Office of Academic Integrity for more information. 

Note that all cases of academic misconduct–even minor mistakes or apparently trivial cases–must be 
reported to the appropriate academic dean. There are no exceptions to this rule! 

Grievance 

A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been unfair 
or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70, Student Petitions and 
Grievances, Section 4. When in doubt, please be certain to contact the department’s administrative 
assistant, who will provide further assistance. 

Discipline 

A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity to avoid committing an academic 
offence, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. Check the Office of Academic Integrity for more 
information. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in 
learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work or 
collaboration should seek guidance from the course instructor, academic advisor, or the 
undergraduate associate dean. For information on categories of offences and types of penalties, 
students should refer to Policy 71, Student Discipline. For typical penalties, check Guidelines for the 
Assessment of Penalties. 

Appeals 

A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70, Student Petitions and Grievances (other than a 
petition) or Policy 71, Student Discipline may be appealed if there is a ground. A student who believes 
he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72, Student Appeals. 

Note for students with disabilities 

AccessAbility Services, located in Needles Hall, Room 1401, collaborates with all academic 
departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without 
compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to 
lessen the impact of your disability, please register with AccessAbility Services at the beginning of each 
academic term. 

Turnitin.com and alternatives 

Text matching software (Turnitin) may be used to screen assignments in this course. This would be 
done to verify that use of all material and sources in assignments is documented. In the first week of 
the term, details will be provided about the arrangements for the use of Turnitin and alternatives in 
this course. 

Note: students must be given a reasonable option if they do not want to have their assignment 
screened by Turnitin. See Academic Integrity - Guidelines for Instructors for more information. 

https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/node/100
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/node/100
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/node/97
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/node/131
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/node/131
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/node/100
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/node/97
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/node/99
https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/node/3/guidelines-instructors
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Religious accommodation for tests 

Students who require religious accommodation should contact the instructor immediately if any 
religious observations prevent them from meeting academic obligations. See the Undergraduate 
Calendar "Academic Regulations Related to Assignments, Tests, and Final Exams" section. 

Service interruptions 

The University of Waterloo service interruption guideline states that accommodations are required in 
the event of an unforeseen and protracted service interruption of four hours or more/or overlapping 
with a deadline. If it happens, don't panic! I'll figure out what to do. 

Course policies 
The following policies are specific to this course and my own way of doing things. 

Mental health 

I take mental health concerns seriously. Students who are experiencing anxiety, stress, depression, or 
other mental health issues, whether related to this course or not, are always welcome to visit my office 
to chat. I'll listen and do what I can to help. There are mental health professionals available at UW's 
Counselling Services and Campus Wellness programs. I'd encourage you to visit the website and 
browse the many resources (https://uwaterloo.ca/campus-wellness/counselling-services). You are 
not alone. 

Late assignments 

In-class activities (ie: tests, workshops, group exercises) must be submitted before the lecture is over, 
without exception. Any other assignments can be submitted late, but will be penalized one mark per 
24-hour period (including weekends) past the deadline to a maximum of the assignment value. 

Exceptions and extensions 

To be fair, extensions for assignments are not normally available. Exceptions to this or any other 
course policy will require documentation and, wherever possible, advance notice. Family emergencies 
and illnesses are fair reasons for an exception. A heavy course load or failure to plan ahead are 
generally not appropriate reasons. 

Students who miss a deadline or class because of illness must contact the instructor within 48 hours, 
and must supply a University of Waterloo Verification of Illness form within one week to obtain an 
extension. 

Groups vs individual work 

Generally, there are in-class group exercises every week. Some students dislike working in groups 
because of the apparent lack of efficiency. This is a feature, not a bug. Working with other people 
means slowing down, paying attention to other perspectives, and expressing yourself constructively. 
And in the "real world," nobody works in complete isolation. 

All group members share the same grade and the same penalties for any work submitted, so it's 
important to work together graciously. If you don't like how your group is working or getting along, 

http://ugradcalendar.uwaterloo.ca/page/Regulations-Overview
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/service-interruptions-online-learning-environment-guidelines
https://uwaterloo.ca/campus-wellness/counselling-services
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you should let them know. You are also free to choose a new group the following week or ask the 
instructor to mediate conflicts. 

For individual assignments, students are required to develop their own ideas, do their own research, 
and write in their own words. However, they are also encouraged to discuss their ideas with 
classmates, colleagues, friends, or family, and even get help proofreading. It is, quite frankly, difficult to 
proofread your own writing. However, students who collaborate excessively to the point of copying 
ideas without attribution will be charged with academic dishonesty. 

Regrading 

Grades for all assignments or tests can be appealed internally using the process below, starting from 
the time your work is returned. 

Wait 24 hours to cool off. Review any feedback provided. 

Within two weeks, contact the person who marked your work to discuss the grade. The TA or instructor 
may agree to change the grade at this point. If this is unsatisfactory, then consider the next step: 

Within one month, contact the instructor with a formal, written explanation of why the grade is 
inappropriate and how you would address the original feedback. I will regrade the assignment or test. 
The new grade may be higher or lower than the original, and will be considered final. 

Time conflicts 

I do not sign override forms for time conflicts. Inevitably, it creates more work for me and implicitly 
prioritizes one course over another. 

If your other instructors schedule a midterm that conflicts with the official lecture time of this course, 
then they are obligated to provide an alternate test arrangement. See the Undergraduate Calendar 
"Academic Regulations Related to Assignments, Tests, and Final Exams" section. Students are expected 
to notify their instructors of such conflicts as soon as possible. 

Gender-inclusive language 

Gender-inclusive language is expected, in the interests of both precision and politeness. Don't use the 
word "man" to refer to everyone or all humans in general because it's exclusive: not all humans are 
men. Instead, use "people" or another gender-neutral or gender-inclusive term. Similarly, don't use 
"he" to refer to a person unless you know that person is male and prefers to be identified as male. To 
familiarize yourself with gender-fair language in your writing, see: 
http://www.ncte.org/positions/statements/genderfairuseoflang. 

Excessive disruptions, smartphones and computers 

Arriving late or using smartphones or laptops inappropriately in class is disruptive to those around 
you. Excessive disruptions will not be tolerated. 

I encourage students to take notes by hand when able; studies have shown repeatedly that student use 
of electronic devices in class correlates with decreased understanding and lower test scores. 

http://ugradcalendar.uwaterloo.ca/page/Regulations-Overview
http://www.ncte.org/positions/statements/genderfairuseoflang


STV210 & HIST212 / Scott Campbell /  Syllabus Winter 2018  

8 

Final grades 

I do not curve or modify final grades when submitting to the Registrar. There is no "golden boot", extra 
assignments, or sympathy bonus at the end of term for students who feel that they need or deserve a 
certain grade but did not earn it. Instead, you should ask for help before submitting your assignments 
or writing tests. 

Feedback 

I encourage feedback at all times. Contact me directly, or submit feedback to the Anonymous Feedback 
Survey on the website. I will address all concerns transparently, in class, as soon as possible. 
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