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University of Waterloo 
Department of History 

HIST 223 
The Holocaust in History 

Winter 2018 
2:30-3:50 Tuesdays and Thursdays 

AL 208 

Instructor Information 
Instructor: Dr. Gary Bruce 
Office: HH 107 
Office Phone: 519-888-4567 ext. 36780 
Office Hours: 10:30-12:30  Thursdays 
Email: gsbruce@uwaterloo.ca 
Please come to office hours for course-related questions, rather than sending email 
 
     
     

Course Description  
How the destruction of the European Jews could have happened, particularly in a modern country that 
exhibited many of the aspects of Western Civilization that we cherish, has occupied historians for over 
60 years. This course introduces students to the origins of the Holocaust, to the process by which Nazis 
exterminated European Jews, and to the legacy of the Holocaust. We will explore these topics with the 
use of historical documents, film, and memoir literature. 
 
Students should be aware that virtually every topic in this course is fraught with controversy. Historians 
continue to debate key questions such as whether Hitler planned the Holocaust from the outset, 
whether the Holocaust was different from other genocides, and whether the Nazis were unstable racists 
or simply ordinary Germans. All of the questions we will address are highly complex and do not lend 
themselves to simple answers. As such, your research should be meticulous and broadly based. 
Historians of the Holocaust cannot afford their facts to be even slightly in error. 
 
I look forward to our journey through this complicated period in European history. 

Required Texts 
• Doris Bergen, War and Genocide 
• Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz  
• Elie Wiesel, Night 
• Art Spiegelman, Maus: A Survivor’s Tale Vols I and II 
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Course Requirements and Assessment 
Assessment  Date of Evaluation  Weighting 
Analysis of  Survival in Auschwitz and Night Due Thursday, February 1 25% 
Assignment on Maus Due Thursday, March 15 30% 
Class participation Discussions on January 18, 

February 8, March 1 & March 22 
15% 

Final Examination To be determined 30% 
Total  100% 
Failure to complete all of the assignments will result in a failing grade for the course.  

Analysis of Survival in Auschwitz and Night 
For your paper on the works by Elie Wiesel and Primo Levi, please write a paper of 5 pages (double-
spaced) in which you discuss how each of them comes to terms with their experiences, and how they try 
to comprehend the world of Auschwitz. What themes are important to each author? What are the 
aspects of the camps that they dwell upon? Why? What are their thoughts on the perpetrators and 
victims? Are they uniform or different? In what ways? 

Maus Essay 

Please first read Primo Levi’s essay ‘The Gray Zone,’ then Maus. In your essay, discuss the nature of 
the ‘gray zone’ and why it is important to Levi. Follow this discussion with examples from Maus that 
illustrate Levi’s ‘gray zone.’ Conclude your essay with reflections on how these works enhance our 
understanding of the Holocaust. Your essay should be 6 pages in length, double-spaced. 

Class Participation 
In addition to lectures, this course will have discussion periods. At the beginning of term, you will be 
divided into groups of five. You are expected to read the assigned material and come to class prepared 
to discuss it. Your class participation mark will be based on your performance during class discussions 
and on written submissions at the end of each discussion period. Please note as well that the written 
submission of the discussion period is a group assignment, and as such, each member of the group will 
receive the same grade.  The first three readings are on reserve at the library, the last one is available on 
UW LEARN. 
 
On discussion day, half the class will meet in the first 40 minutes, while the other half will meet in the 
second 40 minutes. In other words, approximately 40 students (divided between the TAs and the 
professor) will attend any given discussion period. 

Final Examination 
Examinations will be primarily essay format, with some choice. 

Course Outline 
Week Week of Topic Readings Due 

1 January 1 Jews In Modern European History 
Anti-Semitism in its European context 

Bergen, ch. 1 
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Week Week of Topic Readings Due 
2 January 8 Life of Hitler  

& The rise of the Nazis 
Bergen, ch. 2 and 3 

3 January 15 The Rise of the Nazis 
Anti-Semitism in Nazi Germany 
DISCUSSION on 18 January: How much did 
the Germans know? 

DISCUSSION: Ian Kershaw, 
“The German People and 
Genocide” 
Bergen, ch. 4 and 5 

4 January 22 The outbreak of war and anti-Jewish 
measures 

Bergen, ch. 6, 7 
 

5 January 29 Barbarossa and genocide 
The Wannsee Conference? 

Levi/Wiesel paper due on 
February 1.   
 

6 February 5 Fateful months: The Origins of the ‘Final 
Solution’ 
The years of the extermination camps 
1942-1944 
DISCUSSION on 8 February: Did the Jews 
contribute to their own destruction 

No text readings 
 
DISCUSSION: Hannah 
Arendt, Eichmann in 
Jerusalem.  
Isaiah Trunk, Judenrat 
 

7 February 12 The final phase of the ‘Final Solution’ No readings 
 February 19 Reading week. No classes  

8 February 26 Perpetrators: Ordinary men? 
Bystanders  
The Allies and Auschwitz? 
DISCUSSION on 1 March: Who were the 
killers 

No text readings 
DISCUSSION: Christopher 
Browning, Ordinary Men 

9 March 5 The Holocaust in popular conscience 
War Crimes Trials 
 

Bergen, Conclusion 
 

10 March 12 West German politicians and the Holocaust 
The Holocaust in Public Memory 

No readings 
Maus Essay due Thurs, 
March 15  

11 March 19 Holocaust Monuments 
DISCUSSION on 22 March: Analyzing the 
words of a perpetrator 

DISCUSSION: ‘Excerpts from 
letters of a 39 year-old 
Bremen salesman.’ 

12 March 26 Holocaust Denial 
Review on April 2 

No readings 

Late Work  
Late papers must be handed in both on the Learn dropbox and in person to either the instructor or your 
TA. Essays will be penalized 2% per day late. 

Academic Integrity 
In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of  
Waterloo community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility.  See 
the UWaterloo Academic Integritity Webpage (https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/) and the Arts 

http://www.uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/current-undergraduates/academic-responsibility
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Academic Integrity Office Webpage (http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/current-undergraduates/academic-
responsibility) for more information.  

Discipline 
A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity to avoid committing academic 
offenses and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action 
constitutes an offense, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offenses (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) 
or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, 
academic advisor, or the undergraduate associate dean. For information on categories of offenses and 
types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71, Student Discipline 
(http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm). For typical penalties check Guidelines 
for the Assessment of Penalties 
(http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/guidelines/penaltyguidelines.htm).  

Grievance 
A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been unfair or 
unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70, Student Petitions and 
Grievances, Section 4 (https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70). When 
in doubt please be certain to contact the department’s administrative assistant who will provide further 
assistance.  

Appeals 
A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70, Student Petitions and Grievances (other than a 
petition) or Policy 71, Student Discipline may be appealed if there is a ground. A student who believes 
he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72, Student Appeals 
(http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm).  

Note for Students with Disabilities 
The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in Needles Hall, Room 1132, collaborates with all 
academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without 
compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to 
lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the OPD at the beginning of each academic 
term. 

http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/current-undergraduates/academic-responsibility
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/current-undergraduates/academic-responsibility
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/guidelines/penaltyguidelines.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/guidelines/penaltyguidelines.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/guidelines/penaltyguidelines.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm
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