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Greek History (CLAS 251 = HIST 241) 
Course Outline / Winter 2018 – Preliminary version: 31 Dec. 2017 

 
his course surveys the political history of ancient Greece. Nearly two thousand years will be covered, from the 
later Bronze-Age civilizations of the Minoans and Mycenaean Greeks down to the Roman conquest of the 
Greek world. Most of the course, however, concentrates on the Greek city states from Archaic times (9th to 6th 
centuries) over the Classical and late Classical periods (5th-4th cents.) to the Hellenistic age (4th-1st cents.). A 

focus is on the most influential polis of all, Athens. This allows us to establish a narrative through those eventful ages 
and observe in much detail how the first democratic constitution came into being and was gradually adjusted to 
changing social and political conditions. Among the topics discussed are the development of the city-state and the 
expansion of Greek settlements in the Mediterranean, the phenomenon of Greek tyrants, the unique Spartan state, the 
functioning of early democracy, the development of the Athenian naval empire, the Persian and Peloponnesian Wars, 
the new direction of events in Greece under Macedonian hegemony, as well as the empires of Alexander the Great and 
his successors. Attention is also be paid to the way the Greeks remembered their past in their historical writings, and 
to how modern society reflects on the ancient Greeks, especially in recent Hollywood movies. 
 
Instructor Professor Altay Coşkun 

ML 228, ext. 38903 
acoskun@uwaterloo.ca  
Office hours: MWF 11:30-12:30, and on appointment 

Term/Time/Location Winter 2018 / MWF 10:30-11:20 / Room: ML 349 
Required Texts S.B. Pomeroy et al., Ancient Greece. A Political, Social and Cultural History, 

4th ed., Oxford 2018. Other materials will be shared through LEARN. 
Requirements  Three Multiple-Choice Tests 30% 

One Mini-Essay: 10% 
One Essay Abstract: 10% 
Course Essay: 30% 
Final Exam: 20% 
Regular attendance is required, active participation expected. 

Expected Workload  3 + minimum 5 hrs. / week 
 

Learning Outcomes and Course Objectives 
The main objective of this course is to convey basic familiarity with the political and military events of the ancient 
Greeks (students more interested in social and cultural history should consider taking CLAS 201). The particular focus 
on Classical Athens allows us to deepen our understanding of the conditions that brought about the first democracy in 
World History, to learn how it affected citizenship and imperialism in Greece, and to reflect critically on the 
advantages and challenges of modern democracy. Moreover, students learn the fundamentals of historical 
methodology as applied to the study of antiquity, and develop a basic understanding of the main types of primary 
sources (historiography, inscriptions, coins, architecture and artefacts). In-class discussions and written assignments 
enable students to develop their analytical skills and their ability to articulate their arguments. By the end of this 
course, students should be able to undertake more advanced studies in Greek History such as CLAS 351. 
  

Expectations in the Classroom 
Everyone in the classroom is expected to do his/her best, so that we enjoy an atmosphere of mutual respect and are 
able to concentrate on our academic matters. Electronic devices are required for the three multiple-choice tests and are 
also permitted for note-taking, whereas texting, emailing or facebooking are not. As a matter of courtesy, you should 
inform your instructor, if you cannot attend class, or have to enter late or leave early for any good reason. Unexcused 
failure to attend class may result in penalty points. 
 

Communication outside the Classroom 
You are encouraged to see me after class, to discuss your course essay with me, or to obtain other guidance, when 
needed. If you email me (acoskun@uwaterloo.ca), do not forget to mention the subject “Greek History”. In times in 
which junk mails abound, emails without recognizable subject may well be deleted without reading them. 
WATERLOO LEARN will be used to share further learning materials, and to send out course updates on a regular 
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basis (mostly on Friday afternoon). So please do not forget to check your UW email account regularly: you may be 
disadvantaged, if you fail to take my updates into account. 
 

Study Materials and Learning Routines 
You are expected to read the assigned course book chapter before class. This will help you follow my lecture with 
more ease, but by no means replaces the lecture itself, which may pursue alternative arguments. Occasionally, there is 
an additional handout to support classroom teaching (they are listed in the course schedule below, and they will be 
uploaded to LEARN, see Content). All lecture slides will be shared with you on a weekly basis through LEARN as 
well. The slide numbers will help you correlate your notes with the slides.  
By Saturday morning, weekly instalments of the Possible Test Questions (PTQs) will be put up on LEARN. They 
consist of 15-30 multiple-choice questions (MCQs) and one or two mini-essay questions (MEQs). These questions 
will help you consolidate your knowledge and understanding of Greek History. If you work on them in a weekly 
rhythm when your memory is still fresh, you should be able to answer most of them right away. For some of them, 
you will have to go back to the according slides. If you do not find the answer, the course book may help. The 
detailed table of contents, the large maps (book cover and esp. pp. 480f.), the detailed timeline (pp. xviii-xxviii) as 
well as the alphabetical glossary (pp. 535-547) and index (pp. 555-578) are designed to provide you with quick access 
to the information you are looking for.  
Once you have done your MCQs, you are ready to address the MEQs. Your mini-essays should demonstrate not only 
a basic knowledge of names, dates, and facts, but also of difficulties that ancient sources or modern scholarship imply. 
Whether you choose to agree or disagree with a view expressed in the course book, you still have to explain why. 
Main arguments made in class need not be accepted, but should at least be considered in your composition. Every 
mini-essay should comprise between 250 and 350 words. Further guidelines for the composition of (mini) essays 
will be available through LEARN. 
After trying to answer all questions, you are advised to team up with other students, to compare your answers, and 
explain your choice in cases of disagreement. If uncertainties remain, you may contact me as follows: copypaste the 
full question plus answers into an email, and explain as precisely as possible why you think you can exclude some 
answers and consider correct others. I shall then try to give you a clue. In any week, there is a limit of two questions 
per student and week – you cannot accumulate them, so work on the PTQs continually. 
 

Three In-Class Tests (Multiple Choice) 
There will be three in-class tests consisting of 20 MCQs each. Since the questions will all be drawn from the PTQs, 
you are expected to be familiar with them, and to do the test in 10 min. The tests will be done through LEARN, so 
please bring an electronic device (laptop, tablet, smart phone etc.). If you cannot do so, please, inform me a day in 
advance, so that I can work out an alternative. These tests will always start at 10:30 sharp, so be prepared. Regular 
teaching will be resumed after the tests. 
 

Mini-Essay and Final Exam 
By Friday of week 3, you are to submit (as a Word document via email) one of your weekly mini essays that you find 
most successful. Expect graded feedback in week 4 (submit a day earlier, if you need graded feedback by Monday, 
Jan. 22; last day to drop the course without penalty is Tuesday, Jan. 23). The date of the final exam (anytime in April) 
will be set by the Registrar’s Office and released in the course of February. You will have three questions to choose 
from, to write a short essay of 300 to 400 words. None of the three questions will be drawn directly from the PTQs, 
but having prepared those on a weekly basis will be an ideal preparation of this final exam.  
 

Essay Abstract, Thesis Challenge and Course Essay 
Get started no later than week 5: choose one of the topics listed in the Essay Topics File (in LEARN), and check 
out what your course book (and, in case, also my lecture) has to say on it. If you are still interested in pursuing this 
topic, then go to the course bibliography (in LEARN) and pick no less than four other meaningful modern readings 
beside the course book. When you have read at least two specialized chapters, you should be able to sketch your basic 
idea: what is the problem? What is your answer to it? Which will be the most important arguments or examples to 
make your case? In addition, you will by now have an idea which ancient sources (e.g., one or more chapters of 
Herodotus or Thucydides) to integrate into your argument.  
You now have studied enough to write out your essay abstract. As your mini essays, it should start with a title (you 
are welcome to add a subtitle to the official topic title), have a brief introductory section (which sets out what the topic 
is about, perhaps which time, place or main agents or aspects of society you are dealing with and what the question at 
stake is). You can then develop your argument: having three major points is good, especially for a short abstract, but 
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sometimes it may be two or four. A critical essay, however, does not simply present arguments in favor of a thesis, but 
also considers potential counter-arguments, so that the conclusion will be balanced. Either before or after your 
conclusion, you should make clear which ancient source(s) you will be drawing on, and what you intend to show with 
it / them (the more precisely, the better: e.g., Herodotus 1.2.3). The whole text should comprise between 200 and 300 
words. Make sure that the text is clear and concise; avoid repetitions, colloquialism or vague expressions. Next, you 
add the bibliography (not part of your word count), starting with references to the ancient sources (which translation or 
commentary have you used?), and continuing in alphabetical order with your scholarly readings plus the relevant 
course book chapter. Make sure that the bibliography is relevant, meaningful and at least for the most part recent. 
Adjust the quotation to a uniform style, e.g., you may follow the style of the course book (p. 54 et al.) or of my 
bibliography file – but try to be consistent. The abstract is due on Friday in week 7 (Feb. 16); one penalty point per 
day will apply for unexcused late submissions. Submit as Word document attached to an email to me. 
My feedback on the abstract is supposed to ensure the success of your course essay, which can normally be elaborated 
on along the lines of your abstract. You add to your readings, detail your argument and deepen the discussion of the 
ancient source(s). Make sure you reference your ancient sources and modern readings regularly and precisely, about 
three to six instances per page is good for an undergraduate essay (e.g., Salmons 2008, 123; Blok & Lardinois 2006, 
12). Your essay will comprise between 1,200 and 1,800 words, plus bibliography. Set aside sufficient time for text 
editing before submission: make sure your text is grammatically correct, your sentences are complete, your language 
is clear and ideally also elegantly phrased. Submit by Monday, April 2 as a Word file via email – do not submit 
paper. One penalty point per day for unexcused late submissions will apply until Sunday, April 8; two penalty 
points until Sunday, April 22; I may no longer accept the essay after that date. 
Wednesday, March 28, is reserved for a special event: the Thesis Challenge, which will not only be training in public 
debate, but also sharpen your view for strengths and weaknesses of two essays in preparation. Brave students ready to 
defend their thesis in a 3-5 min presentation and face my (improvised) counter-arguments: please, come forward and 
contact me by Friday, March 23. 
 

Regulations Concerning Tests and Grades 
Extensions of the submission deadline or make-up tests will only be granted if the student obtains the instructor’s 
permission in advance for a good reason, or offers, at the next possible opportunity, documentation for a strong, 
normally medical, reason for missing the test or deadline. 
 

Tentative Lecture Schedule, Winter 2018 
Week Topics & Tests Required Readings* 
(1) Jan 3/5 Introduction to Greek History. Primary Sources. Periodization. 

Bronze Age: Near Eastern, Minoan & Mycenaean Cultures. 
Pomeroy et al.4, 
Introduction, pp. 1-10; ch. 
1, pp. 12-51 

(2) Jan 8/10/12 Homeric World, Trojan War, Sea Peoples, Dark Ages.  Pomeroy et al.4, ch. 1, pp. 
52-54; ch. 2, pp. 56-99 

(3) Jan 15/17/19 Early Greek Colonies, Archaic Polis, Archaic Corinth.  
F: ME due. 

Pomeroy et al.4, ch. 3, pp. 
101-130  

(4) Jan 22/24/26 Archaic Sparta. Archaic Athens. F: MC Test 1.  Pomeroy et al.4, ch. 4, pp. 
154-185 (Handout 1) 

(5) Jan 29/31,  
   Feb 2 

Archaic Athens ct’d, Kleisthenes. Persian Empire & Persian War.  
Get started with Essay Abstract.  

Pomeroy et al.4, ch. 5, pp. 
186-229 (Handout 2 +3) 

(6) Feb 5/7/9  Periclean Athens: Delian League, Imperialism, Democracy, 
Citizenship. Optional Film Viewing? (as announced in class) 

Pomeroy et al.4, ch. 6, pp. 
231-275 (Handout 4) 

(7) Feb 12/14/16 Pericles continued. Eve of Peloponnesian War. F: Essay Abstract 
due.  

Pomeroy et al.4, ch. 7, pp. 
277-320 

(8) Feb 19–23 Reading Week – no class – 
(9) Feb 26/28,  
   Mar 2  

Course of Peloponnesian War & the Breakdown of Athens. M: 
MC Test 2.  

Pomeroy et al.4, ch. 8, pp. 
325-359, 364-367 

(10) Mar 5/7/9 Athenian recovery, Spartan decline & Rise of Thebes.  
M: Guest lecture by Dr. Lothar Willms on Greek drama. 

Pomeroy et al.4, pp. 359-
356; ch. 9, pp. 369-407 

(11) Mar  
   12/14/16 

Rise of Philip of Macedon. Alexander the Great: Succession, 
Consolidation of Power, Invasion of Asia.  

Pomeroy et al.4, ch. 10, 
pp. 409-432; ch. 11, pp. 
434-449 

(12) Mar  Alexander’s World Empire. Age of the Successors.  Pomeroy et al.4, ch. 11, 
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   19/21/23 F: Register for Thesis Challenge. pp. 449-468; ch. 12, pp. 
470-489 (Handout 5) 

(13) Mar 26/28 
(no class on 30) 

M: Hellenistic Kingdoms. M: MC Test 3. W: Thesis Challenge. ch. 12, pp. 489-513 

(14) Apr 2/4 
 

Outlook: The Greeks from the Roman Empire to the Nation State. 
M: Course Essay Submission. W: Course Evaluation. 

Pomeroy et al.4, ch. 13, 
pp. 514-533 

 
*Handouts and occasional optional readings will be uploaded to LEARN. Ideally, you read the full chapters of the 
course book, as indicated here. If time is pressing, concentrate on the sections that deal with major events and political 
institutions. The weekly course updates will occasionally specify the most relevant sections. 
 
 
The Fine Print: Academic Integrity, Discipline, Grievance, Services & Declaration 
 
Cross-listed course (requirement for all Arts courses) 

Please note that a cross-listed course will count in all respective averages no matter under which rubric it has been 
taken. For example, a PHIL/PSCI cross-list will count in a Philosophy major average, even if the course was taken 
under the Political Science rubric. 

Academic Integrity 
Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo are 
expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. See the UWaterloo Academic Integrity 
webpage and the Arts Academic Integrity webpage for more information.  
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing academic 
offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an 
offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group 
work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate 
Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under 
Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer 
to Policy 71 - Student Discipline. For typical penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties. 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been unfair or 
unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, 
Section 4. When in doubt, please be certain to contact the department’s administrative assistant who will provide 
further assistance. 
Appeals: A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances (other than a 
petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline may be appealed if there is a ground. A student who believes he/she has a 
ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72 - Student Appeals. 

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities 
Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services office, located on the first floor of the Needles Hall 
extension (1401), collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students 
with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic 
accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the AS office at the beginning of each 
academic term. 

Mental Health Support – On Campus 
• Counselling Services:  counselling.services@uwaterloo.ca / 519-888-4567 xt 32655 
• MATES:  one-to-one peer support program offered by Federation of Students (FEDS) and Counselling Services 
• Health Services Emergency service: located across the creek form Student Life Centre 

Mental Health Support – Off campus, 24/7 
• Good2Talk:  Free confidential help line for post-secondary students. Phone: 1-866-925-5454 
• Grand River Hospital: Emergency care for mental health crisis. Phone: 519-749-433 ext. 6880 
• Here 24/7: Mental Health and Crisis Service Team. Phone: 1-844-437-3247 
• OK2BME: set of support services for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or questioning teens in Waterloo.  Phone: 

519-884-0000 extension 213 
Full details can be found online at the Faculty of ARTS website. 
 
Territorial Acknowledgement 

We acknowledge that we are living and working on the traditional territory of the Attawandaron (also known as 
Neutral), Anishinaabe and Haudenosaunee peoples. The University of Waterloo is situated on the Haldimand Tract, 
the land promised to the Six Nations that includes ten kilometres on each side of the Grand River. 
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