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University of Waterloo 
Department of History 

History 257 
America from Slavery to Civil War 

Fall 2017 
Tuesdays 2:30-5:20, EV3 3412 

 

Instructor Information 

Instructor: John Sbardellati 
Office: Hagey Hall 111 
Office Phone: ext. 32737 
Office Hours: Tues & Thurs 1-2pm, and by appointment 
Email: jsbardel@uwaterloo.ca 
 john.sbardellati@gmail.com 
 
Teaching Assistants: 
Russ Freure: trfreure@uwaterloo.ca 
Michael Soares: m3soares@edu.uwaterloo.ca 
 
Course Description 
This course offers a survey of American history from its beginnings through the Civil War 
and its aftermath.  Focusing on political, cultural, and social themes, we will consider:  

 the impact of European colonization and the responses of Native Americans;  

 the development and entrenchment of slavery;  

 the American Revolution;  

 the expansion and limitations of American democracy;  

 westward expansion and borderlands interaction;  

 the rise of various antislavery movements in the North and the stiffening of 
resistance in the South;  

 the Civil War;  

 the period of Reconstruction.   
 
Our main task shall be to come to appreciate how this history is the product of human 
agency (including elites and “ordinary” people) as well as broader structural 
transformations in terms of economy, geography, and ideology.   Students will be assessed 
based on two in-class exams, an analytical book review, and participation in tutorials. 
 

Required Texts 

Elizabeth Cobbs and Edward J. Blum, eds., Major Problems in American History, Volume I: 
To 1877, 4th edition (available at UW Bookstore and on 3 hour reserve at the library) 
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Course Requirements and Assessment 

Assessment  Dates   Weighting 
Exam #1 October 24 25% 
Paper November 7 25% 
Exam #2 November 28 25% 
Participation in Tutorials See schedule below 25% 

Total  100% 

 
 
Assessments: Exams #1 and #2  
Both of these exams will be held in-class, as noted on the schedule below.  You will receive 
a study-guide with potential exam questions one week before each test (exams will 
feature essay questions and short ID’s drawn from the terms that appear on the lecture 
PowerPoint slides).   Exam #1 will cover material from the first half of the course (lectures 
through October 17/readings through chapter 7).  Exam #2 will cover material only from 
the second half of the course (lectures since October 24/readings from chapters 8-15).   
 
 
Assessment: Paper 
Your assignment is to write a 5-6 page book review.  You may choose to review any book 

included under the “Further Reading” lists that conclude each chapter of MAJOR 

PROBLEMS IN AMERICAN HISTORY, Volume I.  Your task is to review the book of your 

choice in light of the material in said chapter.  Your central task is to explore the following 

question: how does your book contribute to a better understanding of the issues raised in 

the MAJOR PROBLEMS chapter from which it was drawn? 

 

The first half of your paper should encompass a critical review of your chosen book.  Do 

not merely summarize the book here.  Instead you should: identify the author’s main 

arguments; assess the persuasiveness of the arguments in light of the evidence assembled 

by the author; and examine the author’s approach and interpretation. 

 

In the second half of your paper, you are to continue your evaluation of this book with 

reference to the primary and secondary sources in the relevant chapter of MAJOR 

PROBLEMS. Specifically, you must choose at least one primary document and one 

secondary source for comparative analysis.   

 

Questions to consider for the primary document(s): does your author utilize this 

document, and if so is his or her interpretation convincing?  If not, then does your reading 

of this document support or detract from the book’s thesis.   

 

Questions to consider for the secondary source(s): do the historians in MAJOR PROBLEMS 

offer complementary interpretations, or do these essays challenge or refute the ideas 
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presented in your chosen book?  If the interpretations are essentially complementary, 

how does your chosen book further our understanding of the ideas raised in the essay(s)? 

If, on the other hand, you find these interpretations at odds, which is the most persuasive, 

and why?   

 

Your paper is due in the LEARN Dropbox class on Tuesday, November 7, by 5pm.  Late 

papers will be penalized 2 grade points for each day they are late.  Your paper must be 

double-spaced, using 12 point font, and standard margins.  Citations should be in the form 

of either footnotes or endnotes.  In regards to citation method, you are to follow the 

guidelines in the Chicago Manual of Style (Notes-Bibliography System).  You can access 

information regarding citation methods/style guides from the UW library’s “Citing 

Sources” page.  Citations must be in the form of footnotes or endnotes.  When citing a 

primary document from MAJOR PROBLEMS include the document title and page 

number(s).  When citing a secondary source from MAJOR PROBLEMS include the author’s 

name, essay title, and relevant page number(s).   

 

Your paper, which counts for 25% of your grade in this course, will be judged based on the 

strength of your argument, the quality of your writing, the appropriateness of your 

sources, and your comprehension of the subject. 

 

Assessment: Participation in Tutorials 
Your participation in discussion is an essential part of this course (and 25% of your overall 
grade).  Discussion tutorials will take place during the second hour of our weekly 
meetings.  Your placement in tutorial groups is based on your last name.  Students with 
last names starting with the letters A-L are in GROUP A.  Students with last names starting 
with the letters M-Z are in GROUP B.  Each group meets four times throughout the course 
of the term, as listed in the schedule below.  Your tutorial mark will be based on your 
three best performances over the course of the term.  You are not able to make up a 
tutorial by sitting in with the other group.  You are strongly advised to attend all four of 
your tutorials, but you must ensure that you attend at least three otherwise you will have 
zeroes factored in with your overall tutorial mark. 
 
It is imperative that you complete the relevant readings before coming to the tutorial, and 
that you bring your readings to the tutorial.  You are expected to be a thoughtful 
contributor to our discussions, and to respect the ideas of others.  When factoring a 
discussion mark, there are two broad categories we look at: the frequency of a student’s 
remarks, and the quality of those remarks.  Frequency needs little elaboration, but when 
assessing the quality of a student’s participation, I break this down into 4 categories: 
 
1) Insight—how well does the student grasp major interpretative points in the readings? 
2) Specificity—is the level of detail in the student’s responses strong, or do these remarks 
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tend to be vague? 
3) Originality—does the student contribute new thoughts that advance the discussion, or 
do their remarks tend to largely echo points already made by others? 
4) Citizenship—does the student engage the ideas of others, and in a respectful manner? 
 

 

 Course Outline 

Week Date Topic Textbook Readings  

1 Sept 12 
 

Introduction 
Three Worlds Collide 

Introduction, 
Chapter 1 

2 Sept 19 
 

The First English Colonies 
Tutorial Group A: Chapter 2 
The Origins of Slavery 

Chapter 2 
 

3 Sept 26 
 

18th Century Colonial Society 
Tutorial Group B: Chapter 3 
The Road to the Revolution 

Chapter 3 

4 Oct 3 
 

The American Revolution 
Tutorial Group A: Chapter 4 
Creating a Nation 

Chapter 4 

5 Oct 12 
THURS! 

Creating the Constitution 
Tutorial Group B: Chapter 5 
The 1790s: From Consensus to Conflict 

Chapters 5-6 

6 Oct 17 
 

Thomas Jefferson’s America 
Tutorial Group A: Chapter 7 
Foreign Policy and the Early Republic 

Chapter 7 

7 Oct 24 
 

EXAM #1 
The Market Revolution 

Chapter 8 

8 Oct 31 
 

The Age of Jackson 
Tutorial Group B: Chapter 9 
Separate Spheres, Women, and Reform 

Chapters 9-10 

9 Nov 7 
Paper Due 

Slavery in the Old South  
Tutorial Group A: Chapter 12 
A Clash of Ideologies 

Chapters 11-12 

10 Nov 14 
 

The Origins of the Civil War 
Tutorial Group B: Chapter 13 
The Origins of the Civil War, Part II 

Chapter 13 

11 Nov 21 
 

The Civil War 
Reconstruction 

Chapters 14-15 

12 Nov 28 
 

EXAM #2  

 

Late Work  

The penalty for late submissions for all assignments in this course is two grade points for 
each day they are late. 
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Statements and links to be included on all course outlines 

Academic Integrity 

Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members 
of the University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, 
respect and responsibility. See the UWaterloo Academic Integrity webpage and the 
Arts Academic Integrity webpage for more information.  
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to 
avoid committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A 
student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help 
in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for 
group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, 
academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has 
been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 
– Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of 
penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline. For typical 
penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties. 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her 
university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a 
grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4. When in 
doubt, please be certain to contact the department’s administrative assistant who 
will provide further assistance. 
Appeals: A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 - Student Petitions 
and Grievances (other than a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline may be 
appealed if there is a ground. A student who believes he/she has a ground for an 
appeal should refer to Policy 72 - Student Appeals. 

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities 

Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services office, located on the 
first floor of the Needles Hall extension (1401), collaborates with all academic 
departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities 
without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require 
academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register 
with the AS office at the beginning of each academic term. 

 

https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/undergraduate/student-support/academic-standing-understanding-your-unofficial-transcript/ethical-behaviour
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/accessability-services/

