
 
 

  

St. Jerome’s University in the University of Waterloo 

Department of History 

HIST 260-001, cross-listed MEDVL 260-001 
Europe: 410 to 1303 

Winter 2018 

MW 10-11:20am 

SJ2 2003 
 

Instructor and T.A. Information 

Instructor: Jolanta N. Komornicka 
Office: Sweeney Hall 2016 
Office Phone: 519-884-8111 x28255 
Office Hours: MW 8:30-9:30am; Th 8:30-10:30 
Email: jkomorni@uwaterloo.ca 
I am available outside of office hours by appointment 
 

T.A. Andrew Moore    

Email A5moore@uwaterloo.ca    

Office SJ1 2018    

Office Hours M 11:30-12:30    

Course Description 

Students in HIST 260 will study of the evolution of European society, circa 410 to 1303. Against a 

background of the decline of Roman imperial power and the establishment of the barbarian kingdoms, 

the course traces the growth of medieval economic, social, political, religious and judicial institutions. It 

focuses on the nature of kingship and the law, so-called “feudal” institutions, the growth of the papacy 

and the evolution of monasticism, the birth of universities, and such social institutions as marriage and 

the family.  The course ends with the fourteenth-century crisis. 

Course Goals and Learning Outcomes 

Upon completion of this course, students should be able to: 

A. Trace the basic outlines of medieval history up to 1303 

B. Analyze primary documents, answering who, what, why, and for whom 

C. Accurately identify the main argument and thesis in a scholarly article 

D. Apply historical methodology in an evaluation of scholarly work and in their own writing  

 

Required Texts 

 Peters, Edward. Europe and the Middle Ages. Fourth Edition. 

o This is the standard university textbook for survey courses on the Middle Ages. The book 

is available new from the university bookstore and retails for about eighty dollars.  Used 
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copies, however, are also widely available.  Some students may wish to obtain an older 

edition.  In most cases, this will not pose a difficulty for the course material 

 HIST 260 Course Packet 

o This bound set of legally photocopied readings is available at the UW bookstore.  The price 

is dictated in large part by the constraints imposed by the Canada Copyright Act. 

In addition to the textbook and course packet, further readings will be provided online. For the primary 

sources, links or direct uploads will be available. Information on accessing the other readings is provided 

on the Class Schedule below. These readings are also required and consist mainly of primary sources. 

Course Requirements and Assessment 

Students, moreover, must fulfill all the course requirements in order to receive credit for HIST 260.  This 

not only includes attendance at lectures but also all written assignments and examinations. 

Assessment  Date of Evaluation (if known) Weighting 
Participation Daily 17% 
Midterm February 12 20% 
Research Essay March 28 27% 
In Class Final and take-home essay April 2 and 13 25% 
Reading Quizzes Weekly by 9:50am Mondays 11% 

Total  100% 
 

Assessment 1 
The basic requirement for participation is attendance and, in HIST 260, attendance is mandatory.  The 

instructors take attendance each class.  The first requirement of participation is attendance (see syllabus 

statement on mandatory attendance). Participation scores reflect from evidence of active student 

engagement. 

  

The total participation score is derived from oral participation and a brief written reflection based on 

attendance in at least one of two public talks / events. 

  

Students in HIST 260 also earn participation points by attending Norm Klassen’s book launch and 

Chaucer talk. Please arrange personal and work schedules in advance so that you are able to attend. You 

must submit a one-page written reflection, before the last day of classes, to summarize your thoughts 

on the event. You may upload it via Dropbox on Learn. The date is 28 February, 4:30pm, room TBA. 

 

The instructor will announce the dates for these seminars during the term. 

 

History 260 is a survey course.  It covers a lengthy and significant period in Western development.  This 

period spans many different regions and cultures, and reflects the deeds and thoughts of many 

individuals.  In short, the course is as heavy on data as it is on theory.  The course moves quickly to touch 

upon all this material.  Students who do not participate in weekly lectures, or who fall behind on weekly 

readings, will find it challenging to catch up.  The best way to avoid this difficulty is to keep up to date 
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with the workload.  This means, each week, reading carefully and making meticulous notes.  Students 

should come to class armed with questions or opinions and be prepared to voice them. 

 

Some students find it helpful to read more extensively on the material covered in the course.  The best 

reference source for quick facts about medieval topics is the Dictionary of the Middle Ages, available in 

Porter Library’s reference department at D114.D5 1982.  The best online academic site for medieval 

primary sources is Fordham University’s Medieval Sourcebook. 

 

Each week’s class focuses on a given theme or topic.  The two-hour lecture is followed by a discussion 

period with exercises.  During this time, students explore a series of questions pertaining to the facts of 

medieval history and to the study of primary and secondary sources. It is essential to have the readings 

done in advance of class and to bring the primary readings with you to discussion section, whether 

printed out or on an electronic device.  

Assessment 2 
There will be an in-class midterm exam on the material covered to that point in the course. Exams may 

consist of Multiple Choice, True/False, Fill-in-the-Blank, Essay, Identification, Map, and/or Essay 

questions, at the instructor’s discretion.  

Assessment 3 
There will be one formal paper for this class. It requires research using scholarly secondary sources. The 

guidelines for the paper are available on Learn and will be discussed in class.  

Assessment 4 
There will be an in-class final exam focusing on the material covered since the midterm. Exams may 

consist of Multiple Choice, True/False, Fill-in-the-Blank, Essay, Identification, and/or Map, at the 

instructor’s discretion. The final exam will also include a take-home essay. The essay question will be 

provided to you once you turn in your completed in-class portion. 

Assessment 5 

In order to be successful in this course, and to participate effectively in the weekly discussions, you must 

stay on top of the workload. To help ensure that you do so and that you understand the material, you 

will complete a short online reading quiz before the beginning of class on Mondays, in the form of 

multiple choice and fill-in-the-blank questions. The quiz will close 10 minutes prior to the start of class. 

You may retake the quiz up to four times in order to earn the best score you can. Only your top score 

will be retained. However, the quiz will close ten minutes before the start of class. Only under 

exceptional circumstances will the instructor reopen a quiz for a student after it has closed. Your lowest 

score of the term will be dropped. Quizzes are to be taken independently and without consultation with 

other students or with the TA. Quiz questions may be addressed during class, however, once the quiz 

has closed. 

Because of the limits of Learn’s embedded quiz system, you will use an online testing site, 

classmarker.com. You will receive an email from me, via the site, with registration information. This is 

required in order for you to be able to take the quiz. The password is HISTMEDVL260. Write down your 
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user name and password in a secure place. If you have not received an email from me by the end of 

class on January 3, please contact me immediately. 

Course Outline / Class Schedule 

We meet on Mondays and Wednesdays each week. Monday classes are devoted to discussion. For 

discussion to be successful, all students must have done the readings in advance and taken time to 

reflect on them. Wednesdays are devoted to lecture.  

All readings are due prior to the beginning of class on Mondays, when you will have discussion on a 

given topic. However, I strongly recommend you try to read the textbook (Peters) prior to the associated 

lecture, which comes the preceding Wednesday, as opposed to waiting to do that reading.  

1: Jan. 3  
 
W: Introduction to the Course 
 
Required Readings Due Monday, Jan. 8 
 

Primary Learn - Upload Salvian 
 
 
2: Jan. 8 and 10 
 
M: Decline of Rome (discussion) 
W: Decline of Rome (lecture) 
 
Required Readings Due Monday, Jan. 15 
 

Secondary Textbook 
Course Packet 

Peters, pg. 11-38, 39-56, pg. 59-66 
Jones, “Over-Taxation” 
Jones, “Decline and Fall” 
 

Primary Learn - Link Salvian, “Romans and Barbarians” 
Letters of Sidonius 

 
3. Jan. 15 and 17 
 
M: Decline of Rome (discussion) 
W: The Merovingians (lecture)       
 
Required Readings Due Monday, Jan. 22 
 

Secondary Textbook 
 

Peters, pg. 67-87, 124-130, 140-159 
 

Primary Learn - Link Gregory of Tours, “On Clovis” 
The Conversion of Clovis, two accounts 
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4. Jan. 22 and 24 
 
M: The Merovingians (discussion) 
W: The Carolingians (lecture)       
 
Required Readings Due Monday, Jan. 29 
 

Secondary Textbook 
 

Peters, pg. 160-198 
 

Primary Learn – Link 
and upload 

Einhard, “The Life of Charlemagne” 
Nithard, The Decline and Fall of the Carolingian Empire 

 

5. Jan. 29 and 31 
 
M: The Carolingians (discussion) 
W: Charlemagne and Muhammad (lecture)       
 
Required Readings Due Monday, Feb. 5 
 

Secondary Textbook 
 

Peters, pg. 107-123, 217-237 
 

Primary Learn - Upload Chronicle of Albelda  
Ibn ‘Abd Rabbihi, I Have Never Seen   
Dunash ben Labrat, There Came a Voice  

 

6. Feb. 5 and 7 
 
M: Charlemagne and Muhammad (discussion) 
W: Monasticism (lecture)  -- Discussion for this topic will be held on Monday, Feb. 26   
  
Required Readings Due Wednesday, Feb. 14 
 

Secondary Textbook 
Course Packet 
 

Peters, ch. 2.7, 6.3-5, 12.1-3 
Nelson, “Medieval Monasticism” 
Goering, “Origins of Monasticism” 
 

Primary Learn - Upload Rule of St. Benedict 
“The Faith of St. Francis of Assisi” 
“The Rule of the Franciscan Order” 

 

7. Feb. 12 and 14 
 
M: IN-CLASS MIDTERM 
W: Feudalism (lecture)      
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Required Readings Due Monday, Feb. 26 
 

Secondary Textbook 
Course Packet 
 
JSTOR.org 
 

Peters, ch. 10 
Bloch, “Feudal Society” 
Rosenwein, pg. 91-94 of A Short History of the Middle Ages 
Elizabeth A. R. Brown, “The Tyranny of a Construct: Feudalism 
and Historians of Medieval Europe,” American Historical Review 
79 (1974): 1063-1088. 

   
8. Feb. 19 and 21 
NO CLASS! 
 
9. Feb. 26 and 28 
 
M: Monasticism (discussion) 
W: Investiture Controversy (lecture)       
 
Required Readings Due Monday, Mar. 5 
 

Secondary Textbook 
 

Peters, ch. 13, 14.1-4 
 

Primary Learn - Links Gregory VII, Lay Investitures Forbidden 
Henry IV, Letter to Gregory VII 
Gregory VII, First Deposition and Banning of Henry IV 
Gregory VII, Second Banning and Dethronement of Henry IV 
The Concordat of Worms 

 
10. Mar. 5 and 7 
 
M: The Investiture Controversy (discussion) 
W: The Crusades (lecture)       
 
Required Readings Due Monday, Mar. 12 
 

Secondary Textbook 
Course Packet 
 

Peters, ch. 12.4, 14.5-7 
Tyerman, “What the Crusades Meant to Europe” 
Rosenwein, pg. 156-58 of A Short History of the Middle Ages 
 

Primary Learn – Links Urban II, “Speech at Clermont,” five versions 
“Audita Tremendi” 

 

 
11. Mar. 12 and 14 
 
M: The Crusades (discussion) 
W: The Twelfth-Century Renaissance (lecture)       
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Required Readings Due Monday, Mar. 19 
 

Secondary Textbook 
Course Packet 
 

Peters, ch. 15.1-5, 16 
Le Goff, “What did the Twelfth-Century Renaissance Mean?” 
Pedersen, “The First Universities” 
 

Primary Learn - Link Peter Abelard, Prologue to Sic et Non 
Robert de Courçon, “Statutes for the University of Paris” 
Gregory IX, “Statutes of the University of Paris” 

 

12. Mar. 19 and 21 
 
M: The Twelfth-Century Renaissance (discussion) 
W: Cities and Trade (lecture)       
 
Required Readings Due Monday, Mar. 26 
 

Secondary Course Packet 
Learn – Links 
 

Given, pg. 1-22 of Inquisition and Medieval Society 
Epstein, “Urban Society” – access on campus 
Reyerson, “Commerce and Communication” – access on campus 
 

Primary Learn – Upload 
and Link 

“Frederick of Hamburg’s Agreement with Colonists from Holland” 
Henry I, Privileges for the Citizens of London 
On the Internet Medieval Sourcebook (link on Learn), look 
through the selections concerning trade (state interference; sea; 
long distance; mid-distance; slave, Hanse) after 1100. Select one 
account from each category to read in preparation for discussion. 

 

13. Mar. 26 and 28 
 
M: Cities and Trade (discussion) 
W: Europe on the Eve of Crisis (lecture)       
***Paper Due in Class*** 
 
Required Readings Due Monday, Apr. 2 
 

Secondary Textbook Peters, ch. 17, 18 
   

 
14. Apr. 2   Last Day of Class 
 
M: IN-CLASS FINAL plus a take-home essay due April 13 on Learn via Dropbox. 
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Late Work  

Late work on the paper will be accepted, but subject to a 5% penalty for every 24-hour period the 

assignment is late. Late quizzes will not be permitted except in unusal circumstances and based upon 

consultation with the instructor. 

Attendance Policy 

Attendance is mandatory, both for discussion and lecture. 

Important Information 

 
Academic Integrity: To maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo 
and its Affiliated and Federated Institutions of Waterloo (AFIW) are expected to promote honesty, trust, 
fairness, respect, and responsibility. See the UWaterloo Academic Integrity webpage and the Arts 
Academic Integrity webpage for more information. 
 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing 
academic offences, and to take responsibility for their actions. A student who is unsure whether an 
action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, 
cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course 
professor, academic advisor, or the Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, 
disciplinary penalties will be imposed under the St. Jerome’s University Policy on Student Discipline. For 
information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to University of 
Waterloo Policy 71 - Student Discipline. For typical penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment of 
Penalties. 
 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of their university life has been 
unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance.  Read the St. Jerome’s University 
Policy on Student Petitions and Grievances. 
 
Appeals: A decision made or penalty imposed under the St. Jerome’s University Policy on Student 
Petitions and Grievances (other than a petition) or the St. Jerome’s University Policy on Student 
Discipline may be appealed if there is a ground. A student who believes they have a ground for an 
appeal should refer to the St. Jerome's University Policy on Student Appeals. 
 
Note for Students with Disabilities: The AccessAbility Services office, located on the first floor of the 
Needles Hall extension (1401), collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate 
accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the 
curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please 
register with the AS office at the beginning of each academic term. 
 

https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/guidelines-instructors
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/undergraduate/student-support/academic-standing/ethical-behaviour
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/undergraduate/student-support/academic-standing/ethical-behaviour
https://www.sju.ca/sites/default/files/PLCY_AOM_Student-Discipline_20131122-SJUSCapproved.pdf
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties
http://www.sju.ca/sites/default/files/PLCY_AOM_Student-Petitions-and-Grievances_20151211-SJUSCapproved.pdf
http://www.sju.ca/sites/default/files/PLCY_AOM_Student-Petitions-and-Grievances_20151211-SJUSCapproved.pdf
https://www.sju.ca/sites/default/files/PLCY_AOM_Student-Appeals_20131122-SJUSCapproved.pdf
http://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/

