
 HIST 262 EARLY MODERN EUROPE (*CORRECTED*) 
WINTER 2018: TTH 2:30PM - 3:50PM 

CGR 1300 
 
Instructor Contact Information: 
Professor:  Dr. Troy Osborne   Office:  Conrad Grebel 2114 
Phone:  (519) 885-0220 ext. 24260  Email:  t3osborne@uwaterloo.ca 

(Email is the easiest way to contact me) 
Office Hours Office Hours:  Tuesday 3:-4:30 (Or other times by appointment or luck) 

• You can find the syllabus for this class on the course's learn page. .  

Course Description and Pedagogy 
In this class, you will gain an understanding of the beginnings of the period that historians 
call early modern Europe – roughly the period from the Renaissance to the French 
Revolution.  In an introductory course, it will be impossible to cover every important aspect 
of the period’s history.  Therefore, we will study the broad themes and patterns of this period 
in order to build a foundation for further coursework in pre-modern or modern Europe. 
 
A major portion of this course will use Reacting to the Past pedagogy to study the early 
modern themes of the Renaissance, Reformations, and development of the nation-state. In a 
Reacting course, students are assigned roles informed by historical documents. You then try 
to influence the course of historical events by supporting your character’s position through 
persuasive (and sometimes impassioned) writing and speeches based on the ideas from the 
past. I will act as ‘Gamemaster,’ preparing you to play, assigning roles, marking your work, 
and occasionally prodding the game from behind the scenes.  
 

ASSESSED REQUIREMENTS:   
This course is designed to foster critical thinking and communication skills that are central to 
your education in the Liberal Arts tradition and will be important to your life after university.  
During the semester, you will read challenging texts and be encouraged to think carefully 
about the ideas and evidence of the sources.  You should, in turn, also, skillfully communicate 
your analysis of the material in discussions, your game research, and when writing your 
exam.  I have tried to design this course in a manner that allows you to show me what you 
have learned and to give you the opportunity to improve in your analysis and 
communication. 
 

ATTENDANCE– 10 percent total:  
Excused absences are those caused by documented illness, family/personal emergencies, or 
participation in college-sponsored activities.  (The supervisor of the activities must provide a 
letter stating the dates, times, and details of the absences.)  In the case of excused absences, it 
will always be possible to make-up exams, quizzes, or papers.  Up to three excused absences 
per semester are acceptable.  If you will have to miss more than this, see me as soon as 
possible.  Unexcused absences are inevitable, but more than three absences will result in a 

mailto:t3osborne@uwaterloo.ca
http://learn.uwaterloo.ca/
http://www.usatoday.com/videos/news/nation/2015/03/12/24439789/


lowering of your attendance mark by 3 points per absence. Missing more than two sessions 
of the Reacting Game may result in failing the course. 

EXAM – 25 percent total:   
The exam will be a combination of short answer objective questions and longer analytical 
essays, with the analytical portion of the exam worth more than the objective section.  The 
questions will draw from assigned readings, discussions, and lectures from the first ½ of the 
course.  They will reward you for your ability to illustrate comprehension of and think 
critically about the course content.  I will distribute study guides at least one week before the 
day of the exam. 
 

QUIZ: 5 PERCENT  
On the first day of the Game preparation, I will hand out a guideline for a quiz based on the 
game materials. On the last day of the game prep, you will take the same quiz. This is a low-
stakes exercise meant to reward your preparation. 
 

THREE PAPERS 45 PERCENT (15% EACH).  
You will write three papers for this course. The papers will be 3-4 pages double-spaced, 12-
point font, and due at the beginning of class, for a total of 10-15 pages for the course. (See the 
rubric at the end of the syllabus.) Your role description will provide instructions for the topic 
and timing of your paper. You will also deliver speeches based on your research (but not 
read them word-for-word). You will only be permitted to use one piece of paper for your 
speech, which you will hand in along with your paper. 
 

GAME PARTICIPATION 15 PERCENT  
During the game, I will be assessing your participation in the events and ideas of the class. I’ll 
do this by assessing the skill with which you deliver your speeches and your interaction with 
the responses of your peers.  In general, the lens I’ll be assessing is as follows:  
80-100-level - Correct, unexpected, and amazing comments. 
70-80-level - Correct, expected comments. 
60-70-level - Correct, reiterated comments. 
60 and below-level - Factually incorrect, off-topic, or out-of-character comments. 
The victory bonus for winning the game is an increase to your participation mark by 1/3 of a 
mark (e.g. from 80 to 83). The final mark will be a holistic overview of your participation. If 
you want to know what your mark might be for this, feel free to check in with me to see how 
you are doing. 
 
NOTE:  You must attend class regularly, take the exam, and participate in an informed 
manner in order to pass the course.  If you think that you may have difficulties fulfilling 
aspects of the course, see me as soon as possible (that is, before it becomes a problem!). 
  



 Policies (How to succeed in this course.):   
Attendance:  In order to master the course material, it is important that you attend all class 
sessions and come prepared to participate actively in the day’s discussion.  If you are to 
become a critical learner, you should try to enter into an active conversation with the 
material and the other students in the course. The class schedule indicates which readings 
you will be discussing and I will try to provide study questions for some of the readings in 
advance.  Remember, asking informed questions is an important part of active participation. 
 
 Read the course materials:  The literature and background material we read will provide us 
with the common ground upon which we base our conversations.  Without that common 
ground, our conversations will lose some of their richness.  You are expected to bring the 
appropriate books or printouts with you to class.  If overall participation wanes, I may decide 
to introduce additional quizzes and in-class writing assignments to encourage you to keep up 
with the reading and to aid class participation. 
 
Late Work:  In order that you get prompt feedback on your work, I encourage you to 
complete all of your assignments on time.  In the rare circumstance of a documented family 
or medical emergency, I will grant an extension.  In such a circumstance, you should contact 
me as soon as possible in order to make alternate arrangements.  Otherwise, late work will be 
marked 1/3 grade off for every 24 hours that it is past due.  A mark that would have been an 
85 will become an 82 for a paper that is one day late.  Remember…it is always better to turn 
something in late than to get zero points for an assignment. You cannot make up a missed 
exam without an excused absence form. 
 
Miscellaneous:  Since discussion will be so important in our time together, it is important that 
respect and courtesy characterize all of our interactions.  Disagreement and dissent are vital 
to the intellectual life of a university, and I welcome both.  While disagreement may make us 
uncomfortable, it can make learning meaningful, interesting, and fun.  Diverse views can 
make us think more deeply about the basis of our opinions and give us practice in the kind of 
debate that lies at the heart of a democratic society.  Even so, disagreement and dissent must 
be expressed in ways that remain respectful of other people and of their right to hold 
different opinions. 
  
Another way to show respect is by arriving on time instead of straggling late and 
interrupting the class proceedings.  If you arrive late, please enter unobtrusively and take the 
first available seat so as not to distract the rest of the class.  In addition, students should not 
start packing up their notes and books until I have excused them.  Make sure to turn off all 
cell phones before class starts.  I you have to leave early or are expecting an important phone 
call, please let me know before class begins.  You are welcome to bring something to drink 
with you (no food please), but make sure that you clean up after yourself. If you take notes on 
a laptop, please make sure that you limit your computer use to course content.  I would 
strongly encourage students to take notes by hand since laptop use distracts other students 
around you, and you learn more when taking notes by hand. 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0360131512002254
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/a-learning-secret-don-t-take-notes-with-a-laptop/


Cross-listed course (requirement for all Arts courses) 
Please note that a cross-listed course will count in all respective averages no matter under which 
rubric it has been taken. For example, a PHIL/PSCI cross-list will count in a Philosophy major 
average, even if the course was taken under the Political Science rubric. 

Academic Integrity 
Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University 
of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. See the 
UWaterloo Academic Integrity webpage and the Arts Academic Integrity webpage for more 
information.  
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing 
academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an 
action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, 
cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course 
professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found 
to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For 
information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - 
Student Discipline. For typical penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties. 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has 
been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student 
Petitions and Grievances, Section 4. When in doubt, please be certain to contact the department’s 
administrative assistant who will provide further assistance. 
Appeals: A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances 
(other than a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline may be appealed if there is a ground. A 
student who believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72 - Student Appeals. 

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities 
Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services office, located on the first floor of the 
Needles Hall extension (1401), collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate 
accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the 
curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please 
register with the AS office at the beginning of each academic term. 

 
Finally:  If you have questions about anything this semester, ASK ME.  If you are unsure about 
whether you should ask me about something, you are better off checking with me.

https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/undergraduate/student-support/academic-standing-understanding-your-unofficial-transcript/ethical-behaviour
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/accessability-services/


The following required texts are available for purchase in The Bookstore: 
 
ROUSSEAU: SOCIAL CONTRACT  - ISBN: 9780140442014 
KONNERT: MEDIEVAL TO MODERN: EARLY MODERN EUROPE - ISBN 9780199018482 
POPIEL ET AL: ROUSSEAU BURKE AND REVOLUTION IN FRANCE 1791 - ISBN 
9780393938883 
 

 TOPIC READINGS 

1. January 4 Course Introduction:  
Orientation 

Syllabus 

2. January 9 
 
 

Setting the stage: Late Medieval Europe Konnert, 1-15 
 

 
3. January 11 Early Modern Society 

 
Konnert, 16-46 

4. January 16 Urban growth and education Konnert, 48-52, 64-84 

5. January 18 Renaissance Humanism Konnert, 52-55, 85-91 
“Alberti and Pico” (Learn handout) 

6. January 23 Humanist art Konnert, 55-64 

Reforming Faith, Science, and the State 
7. January 25 European Expansion Konnert, 174-193 

 

8. January 30 
 

Religious Reform Konnert 92-114, 119-133 
E-Reserves: Martin Luther, “Freedom 
of a Christian 

9. February 1 Wars of Religion Konnert 136-172 

10. February 6 
 

Scientific ‘Revolution’ Konnert 194-212 
Learn Handout, “Scientific 
Revolution” 

11. February 8 Absolutism in theory and practice Konnert, 215-247 
Learn Handout, “Visions of Kingship” 

https://learn.uwaterloo.ca/d2l/home/211259


12. February 13 Eighteenth Century Transformations Konnert, 284-315 

13 February 15 EXAM  

Revolution in Theory and Practice—France 1791 
14. February 27 Ideas in Ferment: From the 

Enlightenment to Rousseau 
Readings: Game book (GB):  
“Versailles to Varennes,” pp. 19–33; 
excerpts of Montesquieu, Voltaire, 
and Rousseau (pp. 87–99) 

15. March 1 The French Revolution to 1789 Readings: (GB): “Versailles to 
Varennes,” pp. 33–47; Sieyès, 
“Declaration of the King,” “August 
Decrees” 

16. March 6 Rousseau and Burke 
Factions meet; select editors 

Readings: Rousseau’s Social Contract, 
Books One and Two (chapters 1-7);  
(GB): excerpts from Burke, 
Reflections, and Declaration of the 
Rights of Man 
 

17. March 8 National Assembly: elect President QUIZ 
 (GB): Read roles and biographies 
of all players and 
game rules; also read “Origin 
of the Jacobin Club” 

17. March 13 Game Session 1:  
National Assembly: Civil Constitution 
 

First National Assembly 
Volume 1 newspapers due; editors 
distribute their newspapers to 
players 

18. March 15 
 

Game Session #2 
 

Second National Assembly 

19. March 20 Game Session #3 
 

Third National Assembly 
Volume 2 of newspapers due 

20. March 22 
 

Game Session #4 Fourth National Assembly 

21. March 27 Game Session #5 
 

Fifth National Assembly 
Volume 3 of newspapers due 

22. March 29 Game Session #6 Final Meeting of National Assembly 



23. April 3 Game Post-Mortem (What really 
happened?) 

 

No final exam 
REACTING PAPER RUBRIC 
Student: 
Paper:   
Final Score:  

Criteria Exceptional  Good Fair Needs improvement 
The Claim/Thesis I make a claim and 

explain why it might be 
controversial. 

I make a claim but don't 
explain why it is 
controversial. 

My claim is buried, 
confused and/or 
unclear. 

I don't say what my 
argument or claim is. 

Reasons to 
Support the Claim 

I make strong 
arguments to support 
my character’s stance 
and support those with 
relevant facts. I also 
discuss arguments 
against my stance and 
refute them. 

I make strong 
arguments to support 
my character’s stance 
and support those with 
relevant facts. 

I make arguments to 
support my 
character’s stance 
and list some related 
facts. However, my 
case is not 
particularly strong. 

I do not give any 
evidence to support 
my character’s stance.  

Voice and Tone It sounds like I care 
about my argument. I 
show how I think and 
feel about it. 

My tone is OK but my 
paper could have been 
written by anyone. I 
need to tell more about 
how I think and feel. 

My writing is bland or 
pretentious. There is 
either no hint of a 
real person in it or it 
sounds like I'm too 
fake. 

My writing is too 
formal or too informal. 
It sounds like I don't 
like the topic of the 
essay. 

Accuracy My historical 
statements and facts 
are very accurate.  

There are occasional 
mistakes in my historical 
statements. 

There are many 
historical 
inaccuracies. 

There are enough 
mistakes that this 
paper is misleading. 

Organization My writing has a 
compelling opening, an 
informative middle and 
a satisfying conclusion. 

My writing has a 
beginning, middle and 
end. It marches along 
but doesn't dance. 

My writing is 
organized but 
sometimes gets off 
topic. 

My writing is aimless 
and disorganized. 

Word choice The words I use are 
striking but natural, 
varied and vivid. 

I make routine word 
choices. 

The words I use are 
often dull or 
uninspired or sound 
like I am trying too 
hard to impress. 

I use the same words 
over and over and 
over and over. Some 
words may be 
confusing to a reader. 

Sentence fluency My sentences are clear, 
complete, and of 
varying lengths. 

I have well-constructed 
sentences. 

My sentences are 
sometimes awkward, 
and/or contain run-
ons and fragments. 

Many run-ons, 
fragments and 
awkward phrasings 
make my essay hard to 
read. 

Conventions I use correct grammar, 
spelling, and 
punctuation. 

I generally use correct 
conventions. I have a 
couple of errors I should 
fix. 

I have enough errors 
in my essay to 
distract a reader. 

Numerous errors 
make my paper hard 
to read. 
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