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Fall 2017 

 

History 275: The Modern World in Historical Perspective 
 

 

Lectures: Mondays and Wednesdays, 2:30-4pm in RCH308 

 

Instructor: Dr. Dylan A. Cyr, dacyr@uwaterloo.ca  

Office Hours: Mon and Wed, 1:15-2:15pm, Hagey Hall 152 

Teaching Assistant: Ph.D. student Evan Cater, ecater@uwaterloo.ca  

 

Course Description and Objectives:  

 Calendar Description: "This survey of the 20th century explores the non-Western world's 

response to a series of selected global themes: the rise of the West; post-colonialism; war and peace; 

human migration; culture; international organizations; climate change; human rights; disease; and 

globalization"—Undergraduate Calendar, 2017-2018. 

 Synopsis: For our 20th Century global survey we will focus on war, peace, and international 

relations to provide a foundation for analysis of the trends and events of the 20th century. We will 

have a special focus on non-Western states and their responses to Western modernity, with issues 

like capitalism and socialism, industrialization and technology, warfare, economic competition, 

imperialism and decolonization, international organizations, movements, and peace efforts, and 

types of governance that mark the century. This is a material-heavy course with two 1.5 hour 

lectures per week and a textbook to fully read. Grades are derived from writing-based research 

projects and a final exam based on lectures/text. There is no formal participation grade.  

 Pedagogical Goals: The applicable goals of this course are to imprint knowledge of the subject 

matter, entrench critical and analytical thinking, and to reinforce the tools of the historical trade. 

Students will be rewarded with an increased understanding of 20th Century world history and more 

refinement in how historians interpret the past and work with sources.  

 

Notes: Antirequisite: Hist130. Prerequisite: Level at least 2A.  

 

Required Text: Michael Howard & WM. Roger Louis, The Oxford History of the Twentieth Century  

 (Oxford UP, 2002) ISBN 978-0-19-280378-8. 

 

Course Requirements and Assignments in Brief:  

Book Review 

Document Study 

Research Paper Proposal 

Research Paper 

Take-Home Final Examination 

Total 

Wed 04 October 

Wed 25 October 

Mon 06 November 

Wed 22 November 

Mon 04 to Wed 13 December 

15% 

15% 

05% 

30% 

35% 

100% 
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Assignments in Detail:  

Assessment: All written projects are assessed upon the following criteria:  

 Depth of research and relevancy of resources. 

 Organization of ideas and clarity of writing. 

 Relevant detail provided. 

 Sophistication of analysis and historical context provided. 

 Proper Chicago-styled footnotes or endnotes. 

 

Book Review: 15% 

 In this short yet formal review of a single academic book, your goal will be to include most 

of the following information: a concise statement of the book’s subject area and relevancy in the 

larger literature; a short summary of the author’s professional or personal qualifications; an 

evaluation of both the argument and supporting evidence; a discussion of what was innovative and 

whether that was useful; an indication of any significant errors or issues of discourse; and a final 

assessment of the failures or achievements of the book in reaching its goals. In your writing avoid 

using too many descriptive words and keep your synopsis of the book's content to a bare minimum. 

While summarizing the content is a part of your review, the main drive is to let your reader know 

whether they should or should not read the book and why.  

 Please choose a title from our Howard/Louis textbook's "Further Reading" chapter, where 

you will find a plethora of recent and noteworthy academic monographs. Locate that book, read it, 

and make sure to read existing reviews (try "jstor" through our online Library system). Last, you 

may petition the instructor for permission to submit a film review in place of a book review.  

 Paper length: 1400-2100 words (4-6 pages, double-spaced)  

 Due date: Wednesday 04 October 

 

Document Study: 15% 

 By utilizing primary documents, from the list of reliable internet sources below, students will 

analyze the content and provide researched context for, one, two, or three primary documents 

revolving around the course's central themes. The Document Study is a close and critical analysis of 

important historical documents with some secondary research to help provide context. The 

purpose of this project is to give students the opportunity to dive deep into primary documents with 

the purpose of analyzing the messages, persuasiveness, intended audiences, conspicuous absences, 

reliability, and tone of the document. One suggestion that may help is to contrast two documents to 

give a comparative framework in which to organize your study's findings. Your framework could 

hinge on comparing nations and states in a single event; analyzing changes over time through 

comparing different periods of time; comparing a value like "leadership"; etc.  

 Please see Supplement 1 below for a description of primary documents and for a list of 

reliable online resources to find primary documents.  

 Paper length: 1400-2100 words (4-6 pages, double-spaced) 

 Due date: Wednesday 25 October 

 

Research Paper Proposal: 05% 
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 Students are required to submit a Research Paper Proposal. In no more than a page or two, 

discuss your proposed topic for your Research Paper, including the tentative argument or thesis 

statement and potential or ideal primary and secondary sources. Also state why you think your 

selected topic is relevant and why it matters to us today. You could also include challenges and 

barriers that you anticipate in researching your topic and how you plan on overcoming these.  

 Paper length: 350-700 words (1-2 pages, single-spaced) 

 Due date: Monday 06 November 

 

Research Paper: 30% 

 Late in the term, students will submit a standard research essay on an appropriate 

component of 20th Century world history. Please refer to your instructor, teaching assistant, course 

text, and supplemental advice (below) for topic ideas. Research Essays are expected to have a 

concrete argument, analyze at least two important primary sources, make note of what the 

surrounding literature says on the topic (at least half a dozen secondary sources), provide both 

penetrating analysis and historical context, and be properly and formally formatted.  

 Some suggestions: keep your scope manageable (like assessing the leadership of Ho Chi Minh 

instead of tackling the entirety of the Vietnam War); a compare and contrast model is traditionally 

an effective framework for constructing war, peace, and IR essays; affirming the validity of an 

academic's thesis is an efficient framework; sometimes trying to fill the "holes in the literature" is 

challenging but rewarding; and, speaking of the literature (what historians and others have written 

about on the topic), read as much of it as you can and illustrate this in your citations.  

 Take advantage of the resources at our Dana Porter Library and online library systems and 

feel free to contact your instructor and or TA well in advance of the due date to discuss appropriate 

topics, thesis construction tips, and aid in finding optimal resources.  

 Paper length: 2800-3500 words (8-10 pages, double-spaced) 

 Due date: Wednesday 22 November 

 

Take-Home Final Examination: 35% 

 Late in the term, students will receive a list of questions as their take-home final examination. 

The Final Exam will be posted on our Learn page on the morning of 04Dec and hardcopies will be 

brought to our 04Dec lecture. The Final Exam will be due December 13, 2017 by 11:59:59pm with 

electronic submission to the instructor's email: dacyr@uwaterloo.ca. 

 Working from course lectures and our text readings, students are expected to answer—in 

essay format—two questions as directly related to course material. Questions will be broad-based 

in scope (spanning several lectures) and answers need to balance large narratives with relevant 

detail. More detail about the final will be given towards the end of term.  

 Paper length: 1740-3500 words (5-10 pages, double-spaced) x2 

 Exam duration: Monday 04 to Wednesday 13 December 

 

Note: Late Penalties: 0.5points per day for assignments under 20% of final grade; 1point for those 

over 20%. Feel free to request extensions from the instructor and or teaching assistant.  

 

mailto:dacyr@uwaterloo.ca
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Lecture Schedule: 

 
New Imperialism 

 

Mon11Sep: Lec01: Introduction: / Defining Modernity and the 20th Century: 

Wed13Sep: Lec02: New Imperialism I: Ruling the South and East: 

 

Mon18Sep: Lec03: Class canceled 

Wed20Sep: Lec04: New Imperialism II: Resisting the West: 

 
The Two Total Wars 

 

Mon25Sep: Lec05: The Breakdown of the Peace, 1914-1916: 

Wed27Sep: Lec06: War and Revolution, 1916-1921: 

 Note: Drop, no penalty period ends today 

 
Mon02Oct: Lec07: Redrawing the Map and Maintaining the Peace, 1919-1930s: 

Wed04Oct: Lec08: Empires of the Pacific, 1898-1940: 

 *Assignment: Book Review due today 

 

Mon09Oct: Holiday. No class 

Wed11Oct: Study Day. No class (class moved to 13Oct) 

Fri13Oct: Make-up Day for 11Oct: Lec09: Film Screening: 

 

Mon16Oct: Lec10: Japan at War, 1941-1945: 

Wed18Oct: Lec11: The Rise of Western Authoritarianism, 1921-1941: 

 
The Cold War and Post-Colonialism 

 

Mon23Oct: Lec12: Germany at War, 1939-1945: 

Wed25Oct: Lec13: Cold War Beginnings, 1943-1953: 

 *Assignment: Document Study due today 

 

Mon30Oct: Lec14: Cold War Coexistence, 1953-1962: 

Wed01Nov: Lec15: Peace and Conflict in the Middle East, 1956-1990s: 

 

Mon06Nov: Lec16: Cold War Asia and the Rise of China: 

 *Assignment: Research Essay Proposal due today 

Wed08Nov: Lec17: The Southeast Asian Nexus: 

 

Mon13Nov: Lec18: African Decolonization, 1940s-1980s: 

Wed15Nov: Lec19: The End of the Soviet Union: 



5 
 

 
New World Order 

 

Mon20Nov: Lec20: Asian Prosperity, 1952-1990s: 

Wed22Nov: Lec21: Post-Cold War Africa: 

 *Assignment: Research Essay due today 

 

Mon27Nov: Lec22: Neoliberalism and the Physical Environment: 

Wed29Nov: Lec23: The Century's End: 

 

Mon04Dec: Lec24: Conclusion: 

 *Assignment: Take-Home Final Exam begins today, December 04, 2017 around 8am, when  

 the Final is posted on our Learn page. Hardcopies will also be brought to lecture.  

  

Wed13Dec: Final Exam due today 

 *Assignment: Take-Home Final Examination due today, December 13, 2017 by 11:59:59pm  

 with electronic copy sent to dacyr@uwaterloo.ca.  

 

Note: Fall Term grades are due before 02Jan2018.  

 

Suggested Text Reading Schedule:  

 Students are expected to read Michael Howard & WM. Roger Louis' The Oxford History of the 

Twentieth Century (Oxford UP, 2002) for the purposes of augmenting lectures, supplementing 

content, and for use in the Final Exam's essays. In addition, this text's "Further Reading" chapter 

lists book titles appropriate and ideal for use in our Book Review assignment. Make sure to utilize 

the Chronology section at the end of the text as well. Aim to have the respective parts of the book 

read by the following dates:  

 Part I (chapters 1 to 7): by 04Oct or by the final exam 

 Part II (chapters 8 to 12): by 18Oct 

 Part III (chapters 13 to 16): by 25Oct 

 Part IV (chapters 17 to 25): by 27Nov 

 Part V (chapters 26 and 27): by the final exam 

 

Supplement 1: Reliable Online Resources: 

 For use in locating primary documents for your Document Study and for general resources 

for your Research Essay.  

 

What are primary documents?  

 Primary sources are the physical and oral records left behind by contemporaries—people 

who witnessed, participated in, created, or were effected by important events. Primary sources in 

the historical discipline tend to be materials like: census records, charters, constitutions, speeches, 

legislation, laws, voting records, referendums, agency and institutional records, proclamations, 

mailto:dacyr@uwaterloo.ca
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declarations, executive orders, treaties, codes, hearings, court records, church records, letters, 

photos, licenses, passports, receipts, advertisements, passenger lists, immigration records, 

manifestos, birth and death certificates, hospital records, laboratory records, bank records, 

newspapers, magazines, pamphlets, technology reviews, scientific discoveries, songs, plays, 

literature, sound recordings, commercial catalogs, oral interviews, aerial photos, battlefield touring, 

regimental records, memoirs, diaries, premium blogs, folk art, canon art, public art, union 

newsletters, company/corporate records, public advisories, films, search engine records, and so on. 

 

Reliable Online Sources:  

 

Internet Modern History Sourcebook:  

Fordham University's "Internet Modern History Sourcebook" site is straight-forward and plentiful 

in links to primary documents. Please see https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook.asp 

 

The Avalon Project: Documents in Law, History and Diplomacy:  

Yale's Law School maintains "The Avalon Project" which contains primary documents. Search by 

century or go to "20th Century" tab at http://avalon.law.yale.edu/subject_menus/20th.asp 

 

Historical Text Archive:  

One of the first history sites on the internet, Historical Text Archive contains links to articles, books, 

and documents. Start searching by subject at https://historicaltextarchive.com/index.php 

 

World History Archives: 

Hartford Web Publishing hosts a useful site containing a wide array of documents from all over the 

world, searchable at http://www.hartford-hwp.com/archives/index.html 

 

United Nation's main website: 

The United Nation's main page has a "documents" tab that leads right to a deep pool of their own 

documents related to world history. Start at http://www.un.org/en/index.html 

 

The U.S.'s National Archives and Records Administration (NARA): 

If looking for some general documents in U.S. history, start at NARA: https://www.archives.gov/ 

 

National Security Archive (U.S.):  

The George Washington University maintains a webpage, with documents, available through a 

searchable index in their Virtual Reading Room at http://nsarchive.gwu.edu/virtual-reading-room 

 

Harvard's Cold War Studies:  

Harvard University runs a Cold War Studies program and from their main page you can search 

declassified documents. Start at https://projects.iq.harvard.edu/coldwarstudies/home 

 

Sanford's African collections:  

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook.asp
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/subject_menus/20th.asp
https://historicaltextarchive.com/index.php
http://www.hartford-hwp.com/archives/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/index.html
https://www.archives.gov/
http://nsarchive.gwu.edu/virtual-reading-room
https://projects.iq.harvard.edu/coldwarstudies/home
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Stanford's Libraries has a collection of documents in African history. Start at their African Studies 

Resources at https://library.stanford.edu/areas/african-collections/african-studies-resources 

 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change: 

For leading research on climate change, try http://www.ipcc.ch/ 

 

Other:  

Try the home pages of: The World Bank; The International Monetary Fund; specific UN agencies; 

Europa (homepage of the European Union); Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC); National 

Museums online; Columbia, Harvard, and Exeter have Middle Eastern Studies programs; etc.  

 

Supplement 2: Some Suggested Topics:  

 This supplement is primarily for use in helping to pick a topic for the Research Essay.  

 

New Imperialism:  

 Comparative Ottoman and Chinese economic concessions to the West; The rise of nationalist 

and independence movements in comparison; Opium, profit, and war; Japan's modernization; 

Russo-Japanese War, 1905; the tools (weaponry and technology) of imperialism; the British East 

India Company; founding Liberia; the African intellectual James Aggrey; resistance and Vietnamese 

Emperor Tu Duc; Irrawaddy rice and migration; the Congo Free State before or after 1908; Christian 

missionaries to Africa, Asia, and the Pacific; 1905 rebellions in German East Africa; plantations; 

mining; gender and economics of the Luo of Kenya; or a topic of your choosing….  

 

The Two Total Wars:  

 Balkan nationalism; Self-determination at the Paris Peace Accords; Inter-Allied conferences 

(Quebec, Tehran, Yalta, San Francisco, Potsdam); The American prioritization of the China-Burma-

India theatre of operations; Japanese occupation of Pacific Islanders or mainland Asians; POWs of 

the Japanese; The Japanese Co-Prosperity Sphere and anti-imperial rhetoric; China's Civil War or 

Chinese leadership during the war with Japan; Okinawans and the Pacific War; Pacific cargo cults; 

Impacts of WWII in Africa; comparative nuclear programs; or a topic of your choosing…. 

 

The Cold War and Post-Colonialism:  

 Eleanor Roosevelt, the UN, and the codification of international human rights after 1945; The 

Battle of Dien Bien Phu, 1954, and its impacts; Boycotted Olympic Games during the cold war and 

how the war impacted international sports; China's "Cultural Revolution", 1966-76; The creation of 

Bangladesh in 1971; Non-proliferation treaties; apartheid in South Africa; Israel at war (like the Six 

Days War or the Yom Kippur War); the creation of the Warsaw Pact; OPEC and the 1973 oil crisis; 

Nikita Khrushchev and developing nations; Yugoslavian non-alignment; Indian non-alignment; the 

Korean War; the Suez Crisis; SEATO or CENTO; the Organization of American States (OAS); Gamel 

Abdel Nasser and Pan-Arabism; the Republic of Congo, separatism, and the UN; the Iranian 

Revolution of 1979; the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan; or a topic of your choosing….  

 

https://library.stanford.edu/areas/african-collections/african-studies-resources
http://www.ipcc.ch/
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New World Orders:  

 Indonesia's conquest of East Timor, 1999; Malaysia, "Asian values", and the Asian financial 

crisis of 1997-8; The APEC Affair, 1997; Eastern responses (like North Korea) to German 

reunification; the Palestinian Liberation Organization in the 1990s; U.S. close of Subic Bay in the 

Philippines, 1992; UN Peacekeeping in Somalia; Comparative immigration policies of Japan and 

South Korea after WWII; national debts; New Development Bank; or a topic of your choosing….  

 

Supplement 3: Writing and Communication Centre Notes:  

 The Writing and Communication Centre (WCC) works with students as they develop their 

ideas, draft, and revise. Writing and Communication specialists offer one-on-one support in 

planning assignments, synthesizing and citing research, organizing papers and reports, designing 

presentations and e-portfolios, and revising for clarity and coherence.   

 You can make multiple appointments throughout the term, or you can drop in at the Library 

for quick questions or feedback. To book a 50-minute appointment and to see drop-in hours, visit 

www.uwaterloo.ca/wcc. Group appointments for team-based projects, presentations, and papers 

are also available. 

 Please note that communication specialists guide you to see your work as readers would. 

They can teach you revising skills and strategies, but will not change or correct your work for you.  

 

Syllabus Glossary:  

Larger literature: The term "larger literature" (sometimes referred to as "surrounding literature" 

or "historiography") refers to the sum of academic exploration on a specific topic and the form in 

which academic discussions shape how we understand and approach that topic and its sources.  

 

Discourse: Discourse means the way in which a question or issue is structured can determine the 

answer or frame given or how wording effects outcome and perception.  

 

Conspicuous absences: To be conspicuous is to be seen, open, obvious, unmissable while to be 

absent is the opposite. We use this seemingly paradoxical term to explain a discursive tactic where 

an important issue is consciously left out and the absence of that critical issue is itself noticeable.  

 

Course Glossary:  

Coup d'état: Meaning a "strike against the state", a coup refers to a fast usually violent change in 

leadership, often conducted by a small group against ruling elites.  

 

Détente: Refers to a relaxing of tension, mostly in regards to international relations.  

 

Élan: The "spirit" of a soldier or military unit; similar to morale. 

 

Guerilla: Meaning "small war", this style of warfare revolves around irregular action often 

associated with a numerically and or technologically disadvantaged insurgency. 

 

http://www.uwaterloo.ca/wcc
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Laissez-faire: Economics defined by minimal outside (like state) intervention in the processes of 

capitalism in favor of allowing the "invisible hand" of the free market to dictate.  

 

Miscellaneous:  

Modifications: 

Instructor retains the ability to modify lecture and tutorial schedules in unforeseen and or 

emergency circumstances. 

 

Late Work: 

Marks will be deducted for assignments that are submitted after the due date. Deductions are 

0.5points per day for assignments under 20% of final grade; 1point for those over 20%. Extensions 

are only available with acceptable medical (or other emergency-related) documentation, which 

must be obtained through the office of Academic Counselling, or at the instructor's discretion.  

 

Note on Plagiarism: 

Plagiarism is a serious offence that can result in severe penalties. Please read the attached 

plagiarism policy. If you have any questions about proper citation styles or other related matters, 

please feel free to consult the instructor. It is wise to obtain a writing guide. 

 

Note on Electronic Devices: 

Students are free to use a variety of noting taking devices, from trusty old pens and pencils with 

paper to laptops and tablets. Sound recording is also permissible in this course. However, note that 

use of electronic devices is for course purposes only and students should refrain from distracting 

websites, personal communications, gaming, and other non-course related activities. 

 

Academic Integrity: 

In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of 

Waterloo community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility.   

See the UWaterloo Academic Integritity Webpage (https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/) and 

the Arts Academic Integrity Office Webpage (http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/current-

undergraduates/academic-responsibility) for more information. 

 

Discipline: 

A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity to avoid committing academic 

offenses and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action 

constitutes an offense, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offenses (e.g., plagiarism, 

cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course 

professor, academic advisor, or the undergraduate associate dean. For information on categories of 

offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to 

Policy 71, Student Discipline (http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm).  

For typical penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties 

(http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/guidelines/penaltyguidelines.htm). 

http://www.uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/current-undergraduates/academic-responsibility
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/current-undergraduates/academic-responsibility
Policy%2071,%20Student%20Discipline%20(http:/www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm)
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/guidelines/penaltyguidelines.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/guidelines/penaltyguidelines.htm
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Grievance: 

A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been 

unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70, Student 

Petitions and Grievances, Section 4 (https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-

guidelines/policy-70). When in doubt please be certain to contact the department’s administrative 

assistant who will provide further assistance. 

 

Appeals: 

A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70, Student Petitions and Grievances (other than 

a petition) or Policy 71, Student Discipline may be appealed if there is a ground. A student who 

believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72, Student Appeals 

(http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm). 

 

Note for Students with Disabilities:  

The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in Needles Hall, Room 1132, collaborates 

with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with 

disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic 

accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the OPD at the 

beginning of each academic term. 

 

http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm

