
HISTORY 305 

Historical Memory and National Identity 

 

Fall 2017 

Classes: Mondays and Wednesdays, 1:00-2:20 

Location: DWE 1515 

 

Professor H. MacDougall, 

Office: Hagey Hall 106, 

Office hours: Monday and Wednesday 2:30-

4:00 or by appointment 

Phone: (519) 888-4567, ext. 32903 

Email: hmacdoug@uwaterloo.ca 

 

 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to historical concepts of 

Canadian national identity and ways individual and collective memories shape ideas 

about identity and nationalism.  Questioning whether a singular conceptualization of 

Canadian identity is appropriate or possible, we will consider the variety of experiences, 

memories, and methods of recollection among Canadians that have created different ideas 

about national identity.  The course is divided into five units in which we will examine 

events, people, and theories that have been established as significant to the development 

of Canadian identity.  We will assess and compare historical portrayals of these events in 

various periods, analyzing their origins and function as memories serving particular 

constructions of nation and nationality. 

 

Course Goals and Learning Outcomes 
By the end of the course, students will have developed critical insights into issues and 

thematic patterns shaping the development of historical traditions in Canada and the 

formation of national identities.  They will also have gained an understanding of the ways 

different forms of celebration and recollection (written, oral, performance, visual) have 

shaped Canadian identity.  Concepts such as nation, colonialism, imperialism, 

multiculturalism, class, ethnicity, and gender will be examined in terms of their 

relationship to memory construction as exemplified in Canadian social and political 

culture, and economic policies.  The course is designed to enable students to: 

 

 Demonstrate the historical development of Canadian national identity and culture 

 Recognize and identify factors shaping culture and identity 

 Explain how identity formation is both an individual and collective experience 

 Appreciate the complexity of identity construction and the perspectives of 

different cultural groups 

 Articulate ways historical memories and particular forms of identity are culturally 

maintained and perpetuated 
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Required Texts 

 

Cecilia Morgan, Commemorating Canada: History, Heritage, and Memory 1850s-1890s 

(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2016) 

 

Matthew Hayday and Raymond B. Blake, editors, Celebrating Canada Volume 1: 

Holidays, National Days, and the Crafting of Identities (Toronto: University of Toronto 

Press, 2016) 

 

Course Components 

 

The course will consist of lectures, in-class discussions of assigned readings and 

lecture content, and a project that examines an aspect of Canadian national identity.  Five 

class discussions will demonstrate students’ understanding of the lectures and readings in 

units 1-5 and their group’s ability to respond to the assigned questions which will be 

posted on LEARN. The oral presentation skills developed during the class will be 

complemented by the critical thinking required to prepare written answers to the 

discussion questions.   

 

 

Course Requirements and Assessment: 

 

Assessment    Date of Evaluation   Weight 

Unit 1 Discussion   September 20    10% 

Unit 2 Discussion   October 4    10% 

Unit 3 Discussion   October 23    10% 

Unit 4 Discussion   November 6    10% 

Unit 5 Discussion   November 20    10% 

Project/Essay Proposal  October 2    15%  

Draft Project/Essay Report  November 15    10% 

Final Project/Essay   December 4    25% 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Total          100% 

 

Class Discussion Units (Value 50%) 

Students are required to participate in five class discussions. On September 20, students 

will be divided into groups to discuss lecture content and assigned readings pertaining to 

the concepts of history, heritage and commemoration. Each group will have 40 minutes 

to prepare responses to the unit questions. Then the class will reconvene to discuss each 

question. In this part of the class, a representative from each group will provide that 

group’s response to a specific question. The rest of the class will compare the answer to 

the one that their group created and will question or comment on the one provided by 
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their colleagues. The purpose of this exchange of views is to demonstrate the range of 

interpretations that can occur when discussing a common subject. 

 

During the class, one or two students will serve as group scribes; this task should rotate 

among the group members. Their responsibility will be to record each individual’s 

contribution to the discussion and to summarize the responses to each of the questions 

being discussed prior to submitting the file to the course instructor for marking. Each 

group will have an opportunity during the class to present its response to specific 

questions and will be expected to take the comments of other groups into consideration 

when preparing the final submission. As well, the final version of the group’s responses 

should be sent to each member to ensure that they agree with the answers being provided 

and assist with editing the final version for logic, coherence, grammar and spelling, and 

depth of analysis. 

 

The class discussions will be graded out of 10 using the criteria outlined in the discussion 

group rubric posted on LEARN. Each member of the group will receive the group mark. 

The discussions will be posted to LEARN so that each group can see the responses 

created by their classmates. The following four class discussions will occur on October 

4, 23, November 6 and 20, and will follow a similar format.   

 

Project or Essay Proposal (Value 15%) 

Students are encouraged to pursue a topic of their choice in a format that will most 

effectively enable them to analyze whether they are examining history, heritage or 

commemoration. For example, 2017 is not only the sesquicentennial of the Canadian 

nation but also the 100th anniversary of the battles of Vimy Ridge and Passchendaele, the 

Russian Revolution and the Halifax Explosion. How do we view these events today in 

comparison to the way that contemporaries understood them at the time? As well, the 

Trudeau government is currently revising the Canadian Citizenship Study Guide in 

response to criticisms of the overtly militaristic tone of the 2011 Guide. What does this 

suggest about the ways that citizenship is defined? Who decides which historical events 

are the foundation of national identity? And when you think about the new Canada Hall 

at the Canadian Museum of History in Gatineau, what do the objects on display tell us 

about the past and present?  

 

Given the range of potential topics, students are encouraged to think of the most effective 

format to present their research and analysis. Should the topic be presented as a website, 

a documentary video, a museum exhibit, the draft of play or the outline and plot summary 

of a historical novel or an academic essay? Is this an approach that a single individual 

can complete or should it be done as a group (2-3) project? If it is done as a group 

project, how will the work be divided?  

 

Students are also strongly encouraged to use both traditional and non-traditional sources. 

Secondary sources such as scholarly books and articles in academic journals are an 

important source for information about the specific event, person or site and will provide 

students with a variety of interpretations. But primary sources like material culture such 

as photographs, post cards, tourist souvenirs, scrapbooks and calendars are also very 
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informative. Personal letters, diaries, interview transcripts and oral interviews often bring 

history alive. Documents like newspapers and magazines are windows on the past 

because they reflect the times in which they were published. And historical novels, plays 

and the Heritage Minutes are useful sources and potential models for your assignments. 

But all of the primary source materials have limitations which require students to pay 

careful attention to their interpretation and to think about the theoretical basis for their 

analysis. Is the topic an example of Indigenous, gender, ethnicity or class analysis? 

Which historical voices are heard and which are silent or silenced? How does this topic 

illustrate history, heritage or commemoration?   

 

Using a range of sources, students are required to create a topic proposal that is supported 

by an annotated bibliography which is a carefully constructed list of the potential primary 

and secondary sources that students intend to use for their project or essay. As the 

following indicates, the component parts of the 10 double-spaced page assignments due 

on October 2, 2017 are: 

1. A description of the project or essay topic which includes a rationale for the 

choice and for the format (1-2 pages) 

2. An annotated list of the primary sources that will be used including their location, 

ease of access and purpose (3-4 pages) 

3. An annotated list of secondary sources (scholarly books and articles) including at 

least one theoretical study that provides an intellectual foundation for the analysis 

(3 pages) 

4. A schedule of the work being undertaken and a project contract or agreement if a 

group project is being done to ensure that the project report or draft essay is 

complete by November 15 (1 page). 

 

Option One: Draft Project (Value 10%) 
Given the range of potential projects, it is essential that a draft version of the website, 

video documentary, museum exhibit, etc., be submitted because the creative process 

requires a series of stages that include providing the course instructor with a progress 

report on the status of the project on November 15, 2017. In the 5-7 page report, the 

student or the group members will outline the success of the research process, provide 

storyboards for website content or the layout and text information for a museum exhibit 

or the script and shooting plans for a video. The report should also include a plan for the 

completion of the project and an indication of the extent to which it will enable the 

producer to answer the questions that she/he posed. To assist with the preparation of this 

report, students are strongly advised to keep a project journal in which they record the 

type and extent of their research, the questions that they asked, and the challenges and 

frustrations of the primary source material or technology that they used for the project.  

 

Option Two: Draft Essay (Value 10%) 

Students who are preparing academic essays are expected to provide a draft version of the 

15-20 page paper on November 15, 2017. The paper should contain an introduction, 

well-argued central thesis, clear theoretical foundation and sustained evidence drawn 

from primary and secondary sources to support the overall conclusion. The purpose of the 

draft is to determine whether further research is needed, if the argument is convincing 
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and whether the evidence presented demonstrates the author’s understanding of the 

history, heritage or commemoration of a specific person, place or event. Students will be 

expected to respond to the comments provided by the instructor when they prepare the 

final version of their paper.  

 

Options One and Two: Final Project or Essay (Value 25%) 
After the individual or group receives the instructor’s comments on the project report or 

draft essay, they will be expected to review the suggestions and implement those that 

they find helpful in the final version of the website, video documentary, museum exhibit, 

or academic essay. All projects and essays will be evaluated for logic, coherence, proper 

grammar and spelling and appropriate documentation. That means that photographs and 

other visual material must be in the public domain, and that all sources are cited using 

either the Chicago Style Manual available on the UW Library website or the format used 

in documentary film making or museum exhibit style guides. The assignment is due 

December 4, 2017.   
 

Course Outline 

Week Date Topic 

1 September 11 

 

September 13 

Introduction  

See www.cic.gc.ca/english/pdf/pub/discover.pdf 

Theorizing Nation, Memory and Identity 

Read: Morgan, p. 3-14 

2 September 18 

                       

                       

September 20 

History or Heritage?  

Read: Hayday and Blake, p. 3-28 

LIBRARY INFORMATION SESSION 

Class Discussion Unit 1 

3 September 25 

                      

                      

September 27 

Crafting a National Identity, 1820-1890  

Read: Morgan, p.15-43 and Leitch article in Hayday and 

Blake 

Imperialism or Nationalism? Parades and Pageants  

Read: Morgan, p. 44-73  and Martel, Ward, Belliveau and 

Bos article in Hayday and Blake  

4 October 2 

                 

 

October 4 

Commemoration and the Diamond Jubilee  

Read: Morgan, p.74-104 and Pass and Zhu and Baycroft 

articles in Hayday and Blake  

Class Discussion Unit 2 

5 NO Classes on 

Mon or Wed 

Time to work on your project or essay! 

6 October 16 

                  

October 18 

Heritage Sites and Preservation in the Interwar Years  

Read: Morgan, p. 105-131 

Time Travellers and Historical Tourism 

 Read: Morgan, p. 132-157 

7 October 23 

October 25 
Class Discussion Unit 3 

Expo 67 and national unity 

Read: “Mission Impossible” and “Mad Men of Expo” by Julie 

Barlow and Jean-Benoît Nadeau in Canada’s History June-

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/pdf/pub/discover.pdf
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Week Date Topic 

July 2017, p. 72-77 and view Expo 67 material online at the 

CBC Archives website 

8 October 30 

 

 

 

November 1 

 

Expo 67 and national identity 

Read: Barlow and Nadeau, “Welcome to Utopia,” Dressed for 

Success” and “Celebrity Spotting” in Canada’s History 

June-July 2017, p. 78-81 

Canadian content or regional culture? Read: Gagnon and 

Poplyansky articles in Hayday and Blake 

9 November 6 

November 8 
Class Discussion Unit 4 

Creating Canada Day Read: Hayday and Blake and 

Antonishyn articles in Hayday and Blake 

10 November 13 

November 15 

Gender and Historical Commemoration 

Educating Canadian children: History in the classroom and 

beyond Read: Morgan, p. 158-179 

 

11 November 20 

November 22 
 Class Discussion Unit 5 

Adding New Voices: Indigenous, Black and Minority Actors 

Read: Timothy J. Stanley, “Playing with ‘Nitro’: The 

Racialization of Chinese Canadians in Public Memory” in 

Nicole Neatby and Peter Hodgins, eds, Settling and 

Unsettling Memories: Essays in Canadian Public History 
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2012), p.215-234  

12 November 27 

 

 

 

 

November 29    

Educating the Public: Heritage Minutes and History in Public 

Spaces 

Read: Peter Hodgins, “Why Must Halifax Keep Exploding?: 

English-Canadian Nationalism and the Search for a Useable 

Disaster” in Settling and Unsettling Memories, p. 569-590 

Canada: A Post-Modern Nation? 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

 

Assignment Late Penalties 
Any assignment submitted late will be subject to a 3 mark per day penalty. 

Assignments that are more than three business days late will not be marked without 

acceptable documentation. 

 

Information on Plagiarism Detection 
This course uses an annotated bibliography as the first step in documenting the research 

process. The draft essay or project each require references and as indicated, the final 

version of the course assignment will be graded for the completeness and accuracy of its 

documentation.  
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Electronic Device Policy 

Respect for other members of the class requires all mobile phones to be silenced during 

class unless they are required for online research. Likewise, laptops and tablets may be 

used to take notes and to locate online documents, photographs or videos which will be 

discussed in class but use of such devices for other purposes is not appropriate in a 

learning environment.  

Attendance Policy 

Attendance for each of the class discussions is mandatory as they will not be repeated. 

Attendance at lectures is strongly recommended as regular class attendance will enable 

successful completion of the class discussions and assignments.  

Academic Integrity 

In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of  

Waterloo community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and 

responsibility.  See the UWaterloo Academic Integritity Webpage 

(https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/) and the Arts Academic Integrity Office 

Webpage (http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/current-undergraduates/academic-responsibility) for 

more information.  

Grievance 

A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has 

been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70, 

Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4 (https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-

procedures-guidelines/policy-70). When in doubt please be certain to contact the 

department’s administrative assistant who will provide further assistance.  

Discipline 

A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity to avoid committing 

academic offenses and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure 

whether an action constitutes an offense, or who needs help in learning how to avoid 

offenses (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should 

seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the undergraduate 

associate dean. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students 

should refer to Policy 71, Student Discipline 

(http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm). For typical penalties 

check Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties 

(http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/guidelines/penaltyguidelines.htm).  

Appeals 

A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70, Student Petitions and Grievances 

(other than a petition) or Policy 71, Student Discipline may be appealed if there is a 

ground. A student who believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 

72, Student Appeals (http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm).  

http://www.uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity
http://www.uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/current-undergraduates/academic-responsibility
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/current-undergraduates/academic-responsibility
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/guidelines/penaltyguidelines.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/guidelines/penaltyguidelines.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm
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Note for Students with Disabilities 

The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in Needles Hall, Room 1132, 

collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for 

students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. 

If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please 

register with the OPD at the beginning of each academic term. 

 

Intellectual Property.  
Students should be aware that this course contains the intellectual property of their 

instructor, TA, and/or the University of Waterloo.  Intellectual property includes items 

such as: 

 Lecture content, spoken and written (and any audio/video recording thereof); 

 Lecture handouts, presentations, and other materials prepared for the course (e.g., 

PowerPoint slides); 

 Questions or solution sets from various types of assessments (e.g., assignments, 

quizzes, tests, final exams); and 

 Work protected by copyright (e.g., any work authored by the instructor or TA or 

used by the instructor or TA with permission of the copyright owner). 

  

Course materials and the intellectual property contained therein, are used to enhance a 

student’s educational experience.  However, sharing this intellectual property without the 

intellectual property owner’s permission is a violation of intellectual property rights.  For 

this reason, it is necessary to ask the instructor, TA and/or the University of Waterloo for 

permission before uploading and sharing the intellectual property of others online (e.g., to 

an online repository). 

 

Permission from an instructor, TA or the University is also necessary before sharing the 

intellectual property of others from completed courses with students taking the 

same/similar courses in subsequent terms/years.  In many cases, instructors might be 

happy to allow distribution of certain materials.  However, doing so without expressed 

permission is considered a violation of intellectual property rights. 

  

Please alert the instructor if you become aware of intellectual property belonging to 

others (past or present) circulating, either through the student body or online.  The 

intellectual property rights owner deserves to know (and may have already given their 

consent). 

The Secretariat has posted Guidelines concerning OneClass and other similar businesses. 

They can be found here: https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/faculty-staff-

and-students-entering-relationships-external 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

https://connect.uwaterloo.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=QruOLXchlqSRw2ydX0Q9IdPh0pDxw7BZitjXTJoENHYjJ8rFAinUCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fuwaterloo.ca%2fsecretariat-general-counsel%2ffaculty-staff-and-students-entering-relationships-external
https://connect.uwaterloo.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=QruOLXchlqSRw2ydX0Q9IdPh0pDxw7BZitjXTJoENHYjJ8rFAinUCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fuwaterloo.ca%2fsecretariat-general-counsel%2ffaculty-staff-and-students-entering-relationships-external

