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HIST 311: INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, 1890-1951 

Professor:  Daniel Gorman 
Office:   HH 108 (office hours Tuesday 10:00 - 12:00 or by appointment) 
Email:   dpgorman@uwaterloo.ca 
Phone:   519-888-4567 x36049 
Classroom: Lecture - HH 2107 (Fri 10:30-12:20 
  Discussion Groups - HH 123 (check Quest for your session and time) 
TA:   Cameron Winter 
Office/Hours:  tbd (I’ll post on LEARN) 
 
Our course examines two simple but significant themes in the history of international relations: conflict 
and cooperation.  We’ll take a global approach to these themes, examining how powers great and small 
interacted with each other, how and why international organizations and social movements emerged in 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, and how and why the world’s first supra-national 
bodies, the League of Nations and the United Nations, came into being.  We’ll begin in the last third of 
the nineteenth century, assessing what some historians refer to as the “first era of globalization.”  We’ll 
then examine European and international rivalries from the late nineteenth century through the era of 
the World Wars, ending with the creation of the United Nations and the nascent European community.  
Along the way, we’ll examine themes of leadership, alliances, foreign policy, colonialism, international 
law, early forms of human rights, and international cultural and sporting interaction. 
 
Book to Purchase: Emily Rosenberg, Transnational Currents in a Shrinking World 

 Copies are available in the bookstore 
 
Readings: All other course readings are available through LEARN or the Dana Porter Library.  There are 
also some books on 3-hour reserve at Dana Porter for your research use.  These titles are listed on our 
LEARN page, as well as on the course reserves page for our course on the library site. 
 
Assignments - Please ask at any time if you have any questions about an assignment. 
 

Assignment Grade Value Due Date 

Research Paper 20 Oct 6, 11:59 pm (LEARN dropbox) 

Online “Exhibit” 15 Oct. 27, before class starts @ 10:30 

Discussion Sessions 20 Bi-weekly (check Quest for your session time) 

Causes of WWII Simulation 15 Nov 15 (group paper); Nov 17 (in-class 
simulation) 

Take-Home Exam 30 Dec. 8, 11:59pm (LEARN dropbox) 

 
Research Paper (15%) – You will write one short research essay (length approximately 1,500 words), 
uploaded to our LEARN dropbox by Oct 6, 11:59pm.  Your essay should use a minimum of four (3) 
scholarly secondary sources and one (1) primary source. Choose one of the participants in the First 
World War listed below.  In what ways did the First World War shape your state/colony/empire’s 
place in the international system? 

Please choose one of the following for your essay: 

Britain  Canada  Australia France  The Austro-Hungarian Empire 
Germany Italy  Russia  India  The Arabs (Arab Revolt) 
Japan  China  United States Serbia  The Ottoman Empire  
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International Cooperation Online “Exhibit” (15%, uploaded to our LEARN dropbox before class begins 
on Oct. 27) – There was a massive expansion in the number of international non-governmental 
organization between c. 1870 and 1939.  Identify a non-governmental, private sector, voluntary 
campaign, or transnational movement active in this period.  Why was your group created, and what was 
its central goal?  Who were its members?  How significant was your group as an actor in international 
affairs? 

- Present your research in 4-5 PowerPoint slides (or the equivalent “length” in Prezi or other 
presentation program you prefer).  Your presentation should include both textual and visual 
elements, and may include audio-visual material if you wish. 

Tutorial Sessions (20%) - Your grade will reflect your preparation for our sessions, and your participation 
in our discussions.  Quality of participation is more important than quantity.  Please come to each 
session having read the readings.  A useful tip is to also have the readings’ main argument(s) and their 
connection to our themes of conflict and cooperation in mind.  I do not give a grade for attendance per 
se, but you cannot participate if you do not come!  Please keep this in mind.  
 
Road to War Simulation (15%) - We will conduct a simulation of the road to global war in the late 1930s 
on Nov 17 in class.  In pairs, students will assume a variety of different roles in a mock international 
conference.  You will research states’ foreign policy goals in the late 1930s, post a group position paper 
(500 words) on LEARN summarizing your state’s position, and simulate the negotiations themselves 
during an in-class session. We’ll then have a debriefing session in class where we assess how and why 
our mock conference was or was not historically accurate.  I’ll provide more details on the simulation as 
we get closer to the simulation date.  Your group will get a single combined grade for your position 
paper and participation in the simulation. 
  

Group Position Paper – uploaded to dropbox by Wednesday, Nov. 15 at 5 pm – please meet this 
deadline so all groups have an opportunity to read each other’s position papers before the 
simulation.  If you can post earlier, even better! 
 

Each group is required to complete the UW group assignment disclosure sheet, found at the following 
link.  This is to ensure that all group members participate in the project.   
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/sites/ca.arts/files/uploads/files/group_assignment_disclosure.pdf 
 
Take Home Exam (30%) – I will distribute a take home exam at our last class that covers our lectures, 
tutorials, and reading material.  It is due on Friday, Dec. 8 at 11:59 pm, uploaded to the LEARN dropbox. 
 
Discussion Session Readings (readings available as pdfs on LEARN, or via Primo, as noted) 

Meeting 1 - Transnational Civil Society 
 

Rosenberg – Chapter 2 
 
Martin Ceadel, “Pacifism,” in Jay Winter, ed., The Cambridge History of the First World War, Vol. 
2: The State (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2014), 576-605. (e-book via PRIMO) 

Meeting 2 – First World War & Versailles 
 

https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/sites/ca.arts/files/uploads/files/group_assignment_disclosure.pdf
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Christopher Clark, The Sleepwalkers, “Who directed foreign policy in different European states?” 
(on LEARN) – this is a great reading to help you with your essay!! 

Erez Manela, “Imagining Woodrow Wilson in Asia: Dreams of East-West Harmony and the  
 Revolt against Empire in 1919,” American Historical Review 111:5 (2006), 1327-51. (via Primo) 
 
Meeting 3 - International Organizations and Cooperation 
 
 Rosenberg – Chapter 1 or 4 
 

Plus one (1) of the following articles: 
 

Marie Sandell, “The Rise of Women’s Transnational Activism: Identity and Sisterhood between 
the World Wars,” in Daniel Laqua, ed., Internationalism Transfigured (2015) (LEARN) 
 
Keith David Watenpaugh, “The League of Nations’ Rescue of Armenian Genocide Survivors and 
the Making of Modern Humanitarianism, 1920–1927,” American Historical Review 115:5 (2010), 
1315-39. (via Primo) 
 
Yoshiya Makita, “The Alchemy of Humanitarianism: The First World War, the Japanese 
Red Cross and the Creation of an International Public Health Order,” First World 
War Studies 5:1 (2014 ), 117-29. (via Primo) 
 
Catherine Carstairs, “The Stages of the International Drug Control System,” Drug and Alcohol 
Review 24:1 (2005), 57-65. 
 

Meeting 4 - Group Work Preparation 
 

- Members of each discussion group section will meet together on Nov. 10 this meeting cycle 
only, and work on their simulation project with their partner(s). 

 
Meeting 5 – Minority Rights & Human Rights 

Hannah Arendt, “The Decline of the Nation-State and the End of the Rights of Man,” in The 
Origins of Totalitarianism (1951) (LEARN) 

 
Mark Mazower, “The Strange Triumph of Human Rights,” The Historical Journal 47:2 (2004), 
379-98. (LEARN) 
 

Class Schedule 
 

- The readings listed after lecture titles are supplementary reading for those topics.  Please read 
these the week we are covering the relevant material in class.  You will also be responsible for 
these readings on the final exam. 

Week 1 - Class Introduction and The 19th century legacy: the First Age of Globalization 

David Paull Nickles, “Diplomatic History and the Political Science Wars,” Perspectives On 
History 49, no. 5, 2011, 37-39. https://www.historians.org/publications-and-

https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/may-2011/political-history-today/diplomatic-history-and-the-political-science-wars
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directories/perspectives-on-history/may-2011/political-history-today/diplomatic-history-and-
the-political-science-wars 

Week 2 - IR in the 1890s & International Cooperation – Pre-1914 

Rosenberg – Introduction 
 
Geoffrey Best, “Peace Conferences and the Century of Total War: The 1899 Hague Conference 
and what came after,” International Affairs 75:3 (1999), 619-34. (via Primo) 
 

Week 3 - Causes of WWI  

Week 4 - Versailles and the Postwar Settlement 

Woodrow Wilson, Fourteen Points (on LEARN) 

V.I. Lenin, Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism (1916), excerpt: 
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1916/imp-hsc/ch07.htm 

Week 5 - The Chinese Revolution & Self Determination in Asia and Africa 

M.K. Gandhi, Hind Swaraj (1909), Chp. XX: Conclusion: http://soilandhealth.org/wp-
content/uploads/0303critic/hind%20swaraj.pdf 

Week 6 - International Cooperation – Post 1914 

 Rosenberg – Chapter 3 

Week 7 - Student Choice Topics  
 the class will suggest potential lecture topics the week before and vote on two 

topics for which I will then prepare a lecture. 
 

Discussion of online exhibits  
 please note that this is not a formal presentation, nor are you in any way 

assessed on our discussion of your exhibit.  We’ll just use some of the exhibits 
the class prepared for a general discussion on international organizations and 
transnational social movements. 

 
Week 8 – The Interwar Era: Culture, Capital, and the Birth of International Relations Theory  

 
Rosenberg – Chapter 5 

Week 9 - Road to War in the 1930s – (Europe and Asia) 

David Reynolds, “The Origins of the Two ‘World Wars’: Historical Discourse and International 
Politics,” Journal of Contemporary History 38:1 (2003), 29-44. (via Primo) 

Week 10 - Road to War Simulation Session 

Week 11 – The 1940s – Wartime Diplomacy 

https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/may-2011/political-history-today/diplomatic-history-and-the-political-science-wars
https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/may-2011/political-history-today/diplomatic-history-and-the-political-science-wars
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1916/imp-hsc/ch07.htm
http://soilandhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/0303critic/hind%20swaraj.pdf
http://soilandhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/0303critic/hind%20swaraj.pdf


 

5 
 

HIST 311: INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, 1890-1951 

Week 12 - The 1940s – A New World Order; Exam Prep 

Dan Plesch and Thomas G. Weiss, “1945’s Lesson: “Good Enough” Global Governance Ain’t 
Good Enough,” Global Governance: A Review of Multilateralism and International 
Organizations 21:2 (2015), 197-204. (via Primo) 
 

Late Policy: Late assignments will be assessed a penalty of 3%/day late on the value of the assignment.  If you 
require an extension or accommodation for legitimate reasons, please speak with me. 
 
Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo 
are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. See the UWaterloo Academic Integrity 
webpage and the Arts Academic Integrity webpage for more information.  

Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing academic 
offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an 
offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group 
work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate 
Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under 
Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should 
refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline. For typical penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties. 

Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been unfair 
or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, 
Section 4. When in doubt, please be certain to contact the department’s administrative assistant who will provide 
further assistance. 

Appeals: A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances (other than a 
petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline may be appealed if there is a ground. A student who believes he/she has 
a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72 - Student Appeals. 

Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services office, located on the first floor of the Needles Hall 
extension (1401), collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for 
students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic 
accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the AS office at the beginning of each 
academic term. 

Mental Health Support 

All of us need a support system. The faculty and staff in Arts encourage students to seek out mental health 
supports if they are needed.  

On Campus 

 Counselling Services:  counselling.services@uwaterloo.ca / 519-888-4567 xt 32655 

 MATES:  one-to-one peer support program offered by Federation of Students (FEDS) and Counselling 
Services 

 Health Services Emergency service: located across the creek form Student Life Centre 

Off campus, 24/7 

 Good2Talk:  Free confidential help line for post-secondary students. Phone: 1-866-925-5454 

 Grand River Hospital: Emergency care for mental health crisis. Phone: 519-749-433 ext. 6880 

 Here 24/7: Mental Health and Crisis Service Team. Phone: 1-844-437-3247 

 OK2BME: set of support services for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or questioning teens in Waterloo.  
Phone: 519-884-0000 extension 213 

https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/undergraduate/student-support/academic-standing-understanding-your-unofficial-transcript/ethical-behaviour
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/accessability-services/
mailto:counselling.services@uwaterloo.ca
http://www.feds.ca/uw-mates/
http://www.good2talk.ca/
http://www.here247.ca/
http://www.ok2bme.ca/
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Full details can be found online at the Faculty of ARTS website 
Download UWaterloo and regional mental health resources (PDF) 
Download the WatSafe app to your phone to quickly access mental health support information 

https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/get-mental-health-support-when-you-need-it
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/sites/ca.arts/files/uploads/files/counselling_services_overview_002.pdf
https://uwaterloo.ca/watsafe/

