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University of Waterloo 
Department of History 

History 312: The First World War 
Winter 2018 

Lectures, Mondays,  Wednesdays, 11:30-12:20 PM, DWE 3517 

Instructor Information   
Instructor: G. Hayes,  
Office: Hagey Hall 109 
Office Phone: 35138 
Office Hours: TBA  
Email: ghayes@uwaterloo.ca 
TA : Sarah Oeste email: skoeste@uwaterloo.ca 

Course Description 
The First World War is a now a century past, but so many questions linger about its origins, 
conduct and legacy. This course will explore the War as a military, but also a cultural event. It 
will revisit some of the many myths about the war, and examine how different countries, 
including Canada, hold different meanings and memories of the conflict.  

Course Goals and Learning Outcomes 
This course will: 
Introduce students to the evolution of historical writing about the First World War. 
Engage and explore different myths about the war through discussions and written assignments. 
Help students develop an appreciation for the study of relevant primary sources.  

 

Course Requirements and Assessment 
Assessments Date of Evaluation  Weighting 

 
Attendance/Class Participation  5% 
Discussions, beginning 23, 29 January  Four through the Term 25% 
Deep map records, 3 @15% each (1250 words 
each) 

Three through the Term  45% 

Deep map presentations At term’s end 5% 
Take Home Exam  20% 
   
Total  100% 
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Attendance 
This is not just an attendance mark, but an engagement mark that you can earn throughout 
the term by asking questions in class, through Learn, and in my office hours.  

Discussion Groups 

We have four scheduled dates for each of our discussion groups throughout the term. Two 
groups (101/103) will first meet on Tuesday 23 January in HH 259; sections 102/104 first 
meet on Monday 29 January in PAS 2085. Be sure to note the proper date and time of your 
discussion group. Each discussion will touch on particular aspects of First World War 
studies: the war of propaganda; the experience of war; and the memory of the war. Please 
come prepared to ask questions and comment on the readings that will be available in the 
appropriate Learn folders. 
 

Deep Map Records [DMR] (3 @ 15% each) Due 31 January; 14 February; 14 March 
Deep mapping allows students and researchers to place and explore ‘records’ on a digital 
map platform. We need you to help populate a map of the war to reflect a series of 
layers or historical themes. You will create three records throughout the term under the 
following course themes.  

• A battle, or component of a battle. (Battle of Arras; Hill 70; Passchaendaele; The 
Battles of the Isonzo) 

• A soldier (a general or a private; famous or unknown; dead or alive) 
• A cultural object (a painting, poem, a cap badge; a letter) 
• A memorial (a memorial or cenotaph; a cemetery; a ceremony; a landscape) 

In each you will identify and assess the significance of the topic. Consult with either the TA 
or the Prof. for further ideas. Each assignment will include approximately 5 pages of text. 
(about 1250 words plus references) Each must include proper referencing; a bibliography 
with at least five academic secondary sources, and at least two primary sources.  

NB: Two of these records must refer to a non-Canadian theme, or body of scholarship.  

Proper referencing  (endnotes) with Chicago, 16th Edition at 
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html 
 

Please submit a word document to Dropbox on the due dates noted above  

Hint: Use Zotero to organize your search. 
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Deep Map presentations 

In a short presentation, outline one or more of your records. These will be scheduled 
for the final few week of the course.  

 Final Take Home Exam 
This will be a take home exam due during the exam period. I will ask you to consider the 
wider legacy of the war, by evaluating one of the themes we will consider throughout the 
course. 

 

Course Outline 
Week Date Topic Readings: See Appropriate 

Learn Folders 

1 3  January Introduction; Thinking about the 
Great War 

 How has our thinking about 
the War changed over the  
last century? 

2 8,10 January The Origins Debate: MAIN vs. 
231 

Were we deceived about the 
war’s origins? 

3 15,17 January 1915: A Global War How was this a Global War? 
4 22, 24 January The War of Propaganda Was propaganda false? 

 Dis. 101/103 (HH 259) 
Tuesday, 23 January 
Dis. 102/104 (PAS 2085) 
Monday, 29 January 

Discussion 1: The War of 
Propaganda 

See Learn Folders 

5 29, 31 January 1916: Verdun/The Somme A noble sacrifice? Lions led 
by Donkeys? The beginning 
of industrialized warfare? 

6 5,7 February 1917: Arras, the Americans, 
Russians and Passchaendaele 

The beginning of the modern 
world; a lament for a lost 
generation. 

 Dis. 101/103 (HH 259) 
Tuesday, 6 February 
Dis. 102/104 (PAS 2085) 
Monday, 12 February 

Discussion 2: War in the 
Trenches 

See Learn Folders 

7 12/14 February The Experience of War How did soldiers cope? How 
did they create a culture of 
survival? 

 19,21 February Reading Week (No Class) Read 
8 26, 28 February The Civilian War; an imperial 

war 
 In what ways did the war 
change our views of women 
and children? What impact 
did it have beyond Europe? 
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Week Date Topic Readings: See Appropriate 
Learn Folders 

Note 
switch 

102/104 (PAS 2085) 
Monday 26 February 
101/103 (HH 259) 
Tuesday 6 March 

Discussion 3: The Homefront See Learn Folders 

9 5,7 March 1918: Ending the War  Why did the war end when 
it did? Battle; Blockade; 
Disease? 

10 12,14 March 1919: Settling the War  Was Versailles a success? Or 
A prelude to another war? 

 102/104 (PAS 2085) 
Monday 12 March 
101/103 (HH 259) 
Tuesday 20 March 

Discussion 4: The Memory of 
the War 

See Learn Folders  

11 19,21 March  The Legacy of the War   What are the political and 
cultural implications of the 
war? 

12 26,28 March The Legacy of the War/Summary  
13 2,4  April Summary/Deep Map 

Presentations  
 

Late Work  
Normal penalty will be 2% of the assignment weight per day unless there is a reasonable medical or 
personal reason. 

Information on Plagiarism Detection  
We will read and check references carefully 

Electronic Device Policy 
Please silence the phones, and wait til after class to text, use Facebook, or play Medal of Honor. 
However, keep your laptops online. They can be handy. 

Attendance Policy 
I will award up to 5% of the mark for attendance based on weekly sign-in sheets distributed during each 
class. Coming to my office hours to discuss the course or your assignments will also be considered 
attendance. 

Institutional-required statements for undergraduate course outlines approved by 
Senate Undergraduate Council, April 14, 2009  

Cross-listed course  
Please note that a cross-listed course will count in all respective averages no matter under which rubric it 
has been taken. For example, a PHIL/PSCI cross-list will count in a Philosophy major average, even if the 
course was taken under the Political Science rubric.  
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Academic Integrity  
 
Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of 
Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility.  
 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing 
academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an 
action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, 
cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course 
professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found 
to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For 
information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student 
Discipline.  
 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has 
been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student 
Petitions and Grievances, Section 4.  
 
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - Student 
Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline if a ground for 
an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals.  

 
Other sources of information for students  
Academic integrity (Arts) Academic Integrity Office (uWaterloo)  

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities 
 
Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services office, located in Needles Hall Room 
1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students 
with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic 
accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the AS office at the 
beginning of each academic term.  

https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/ethical-behavior
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/
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