
 

St. Jerome’s University in the University of Waterloo 

Department of Sexuality, Marriage, and Family Studies 

HIST 313 
History of the North American Family 

Fall 2017 
Tuesday and Thursdays, 11:30 a.m. – 12:50 p.m. 

 SJ1 3027 

 
 
Instructor  

Instructor: Dr. J. Nicholas  
Office: SH 2219 
Office Phone: 519-884-8110 ext. 28273 
Office Hours: Fridays 10-11:00 or by appointment 
Email: jane.nicholas@uwaterloo.ca 
 
A note on email communication:  I appreciate hearing from students and staying in contact throughout 
the semester.  You can expect a response to your emails within 24 hours during the weekday.  Emails 
sent over the weekend will be responded to on the next business day.  Emails should include a proper 
salutation (“Dear professor”) and signature.  The subject line should indicate about which class you are 
emailing me.  Emails that begin with informal salutations (like “Hey”) or no salutation at all will be 
deleted.   
 

Course Description 

Welcome to HIST 313! This course will consider the history of private interactions between family 

members in North America, as well as the family's relationship to public forces such as politics, the law, 

social movements, and the economy. Other topics covered in this course include changing conventions 

of courtship and dating, marriage, divorce, parenthood, and childhood.  Each of these topics will be 

studied in relation to particular time periods and places in order to reflect the changing nature of the 

family – something often thought of in rigid nostalgic terms.  As we will discover in this course, the 

family varied historically and changes to it were intimately intertwined with wider social, cultural, 

economic, and political changes.   

 

This course will provide students to the opportunity to conduct original archival research.  This course 

combines lectures, an archival workshops, and discussions with a significant portion of the class 

dedicated to the discussion of readings, films, and lecture content.  As such, this course has a substantial 

seminar component, which requires students to carry out close reading of texts each week as the basis 
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for engaged discussion.  It also includes a component where students will participate in a non-fiction 

‘book club’.  Students’ active and thoughtful participation based on course content, especially readings, 

is required for the successful completion of the course.  

Please note:  Historians read … a lot.  History has sometimes been described as a ‘reading discipline’.  As 

such, it is necessary for students of history to read seemingly large quantities of material.  While there 

are no ‘labs’ in addition to lectures, students are expected to spend time outside of class reading all of 

the required course material in addition to completing assignments.  Reading, understanding, 

synthesizing, and evaluating multiple sources, both individually and collectively, is an essential skill that 

will be honed over the course of this class.  (For more on reading in History, please see the section 

below on “Suggestions for Effective Reading”.) 

Course Goals and Learning Outcomes 

Your participation (engaged listening, note taking, reflection, speaking, critical thinking, and other 

modes) is essential to ensuring your own best learning experience.  Please be an active participant in 

your own learning. 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  You are responsible for course content whether or not you choose to attend class.  If 

slides are used in class lectures, they contain supplemental information only and do not regurgitate the 

content of lectures.  They will not be posted online.  Attending class is essential.  

 

With regular class attendance, completion of course readings, participation in discussion, and diligent 

study, upon completion of this course, students should be able to: 

A. Understand, evaluate, and critique some of the major theories and themes in the 

history of the family and understand the development of the field historiographically 

B. Apply theories and methods from the history of family in their own reading of primary 

and secondary sources in critical analyses  

C. Evaluate, synthesize, reflect on, and critique scholarly works in the history of family both 

orally and in writing 

*Reading and synthesizing a large quantity of written material is an important 

interdisciplinary skill you will acquire in this course 

D. Interrogate some of the issues in the history of family and identify historical changes in 

ideas about family and marriage in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries 

E. Prepare for and conduct archival research as well as report on ‘findings’ from archival 

research 

F. Work collaboratively in small groups with other students and with a UW archivist to 

conduct and discuss archival research. 

Required Text 

All readings are available on reserve with the SJU library and are available either in paper or 

digitally, with the exception of the books for the book club.  Copies of the books for the book 
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club are available for purchase in the UW Bookstore and are available on reserve in the SJU 

library.  Digital readings may also be available on LEARN.  Students are responsible for accessing 

all of the readings and should ensure they can access readings well advance of the class. 

 

Book review selections (students are only required to read one of the following): 

Nancy Cott, Public Vows:  A History of Marriage and the Nation (Cambridge, MA:  Harvard 

University Press, 2002). 

Sarah Carter, The Importance of Being Monogamous:  Marriage and Nation Building in Western 

Canada to 1915 (Edmonton, AB:  University of Alberta Press, 2008). 

Veronica Strong-Boag, Fostering Nation:  Canada Confronts Its History of Childhood 

Disadvantage (Waterloo, ON:  Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 2010). 

Lara Campbell, Respectable Citizens:  Gender, Family, and Unemployment in Ontario’s Great 

Depression (Toronto:  University of Toronto Press, 2009). 

*Please do NOT buy the books before the selections for groups and books are made 

in class. 

Readings Available on LEARN 

All assigned readings are available on reserve with the exception of the primary sources that I will 

distribute in class.  If the reading is available through e-reserve, it is also available in LEARN.  Hard copies 

of some of the readings are available in the library.  It is your responsibility to ensure you have accessed 

and read all of the assigned readings in the course. 

Course Requirements and Assessment 

Assignments in this course consist of tests and in-class discussion.  Prior to the first of two graded in-

class discussion students will be placed in one of two discussion groups.  They will meet during class 

times.  Placement in these groups is permanent (for the entire semester) and not negotiable. 

Assessment  Date of Evaluation  Weighting 
Archive participation September 28 2% 
Book review Dates vary 25% 
Research paper  
In-class discussion participation 

November 30 
 
 

33% 
40% 

Total  100% 
 

Assessment 1 Archive participation 

Two percent of your grade is reserved for your attendance and participation in the archive visit on 

September 28.  One percent is for attendance and the other percent is based on your level of 

participation.  Please be mindful of the fact that your research paper due at the end of the semester 
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requires the use of archival documents and primary research. 

Assessment 2 Book review 

  

Students will be divided into groups of four.  Each student in the group will be responsible for 

reading one of the books listed above.  In class on Wednesday during the appropriate week, 

students will present (or ‘teach’) and explain their book to their group mates.  Presenters will 

be responsible for encouraging discussion among their group on the topic and relating it to 

course readings.  After group discussions the class will reconvene and discuss issues related to 

the book and the readings as a whole.  Five percent of the grade for the critical book review will 

be based on the peer evaluation. One week after the presentations the student who read and 

presented the book will submit a 5-7 page critical book review on their book.  Book review 

guidelines are below. 

The purpose of the assignment is to analyse your chosen book to determine the main 

arguments presented by the author, the effectiveness of the arguments (based on evidence, 

sources used and presentation) and to give your interpretation of whether or not the author 

achieved his or her purpose in writing the book.  Your review should also address 

historiographical issues that the book raises.  Please remember that to critique is not 

necessarily to be negative. 

For more information on how to write a book review students are encouraged to read book 

reviews published in major historical journals, including those on their chosen book.  Journals 

can be found in the Library or through the Library’s website.  These book reviews can be used in 

your review if they are properly referenced, e.g. are accompanied by a footnote or endnote.  

However, students must demonstrate their own analytical ability in the review, i.e. students are 

strongly discouraged from only relying on other reviews for their critique.  Over-reliance on 

others’ reviews may lead to a failing grade. All published reviews consulted and cited within the 

review must be submitted in hard copy to the professor with the review.  Any use of the 

published reviews (direct quotes, ideas, paraphrased materials) must be appropriately 

acknowledged and cited with the review.   Unacknowledged use of other reviews may 

constitute plagiarism. 

Content of the Review: 

Identify the book – Give the author’s name, the title of the book, and publication information 

right at the beginning. 

Summarize the content – Briefly (in one short paragraph) outline the subjects of the sources, 

i.e. the topic/person of study, the time period covered, and the subjects examined in the book.  

Do not give a detailed description of the book contents. 
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State the thesis and themes of the book – Summarize the central thesis or argument.  Outline 

how the author proves the thesis and how they develop the major themes.  Again, do not 

summarize the entire content of the source.  Simply, describe what issues or points the author 

develops to prove their thesis. 

Evaluate/Critique – This is the most important component of the review and should form the 

majority of the paper.  In this section, you must critically assess (“review”) the book.  

Remember, a critique is not necessarily negative.  Every source has strengths and weaknesses 

and your purpose is to assess. 

 Critique based on issues such as:   

The argument – is the argument coherent? Convincing? What assumptions underlie the 

argument?  How does the author approach the subject? What theory and method are 

employed by the author? 

The sources – what types of sources does the author use?  What are the strengths and 

limitations of the sources?  (Remember all sources have limitations.)  Does the author address 

these limitations?   

Content – does the writing, style, and organization detract from or benefit the article?  What 

was the author’s objective in writing the book?  Is it met? What perspective are they writing it 

from? Does this impact the content of the book and how?   

Supporting Evidence- Some of your assessments will need to be supported by reference to 

other works (articles from the course readings, books, other reviews or other sources).  For 

example, if you criticize one of the author’s points as incorrect or over-stated, you need to 

support this contention with evidence.  Stating that the author is BIASED is a serious charge 

among historians.  It implies that the historian deliberately misinterpreted evidence and that 

you can prove this with evidence.  This is very different from perspective. Everyone writes from 

a particular perspective, informed by particular epistemological or theoretical frameworks and 

assumptions.  If you accuse the author of bias, you must provide evidence to support this 

charge.  Remember that this is a scholarly and not personal piece so your points must address 

the specifics of the article to make an argument.  Avoid generalizations and personal 

statements such as “I found this book interesting.”  

Conclusion – Conclude by summarizing your arguments.  Your conclusion should not introduce 

new points, but re-state the points you have made in the body of the review. 

Note that these questions are guidelines intended to stimulate thought and analysis of the 

sources.  Do not simply answer each of these questions successively to complete the 



  6 
 

assignment.  Remember that all papers should have a thesis or central argument.   

 

Assessment 3 Research paper  

Students will submit an 8-10 page research paper on a topic of their choice as it directly relates to the 

history of North American families from 1800 to the 1970s.  Papers should reflect good historical 

research (both primary and secondary), have a sound argument that is developed in the paper, and 

includes proper references (endnotes or footnotes in Chicago style).  Papers must be accompanied by a 

bibliography.  The papers must make good use of 6 scholarly sources (books or journal articles) and 

show their own argument and interpretation of multiple scholarly sources, including at least 3 primary 

sources examined as central evidence to the argument and 3 course readings.  (The course readings and 

primary sources are in addition to the other 6 scholarly sources.) Students are strongly encouraged to 

discuss their topic with the professor before researching or writing the paper. 

Three percent of the paper grade is reserved to measure the inclusion of primary sources within the 

paper.  To get 3% paper must include primary source material including archival sources as a substantive 

portion of the paper and its main argument. 

Assessment 4 Participation 

 This class includes a substantial seminar component.  Participation from all members of the group is 

crucial if a discussion is to be both interesting and instructive.  While attendance is necessary in order to 

participate, marks are given solely for attendance are restricted to a specific percentage as detailed 

below.  Discussions will focus on the readings for the week, and will be held on Wednesdays. Ten per 

cent of the overall participation grade is based on participation during in-class discussions.   It is 

necessary that students critically read the materials for the week in advance so they are fully prepared 

to speak about and ask questions about the readings.  Seminar participation marks are based on active 

involvement in the discussion and on the content of the comments.  Students must come to class having 

read and evaluated the assigned readings in order to participate in the discussion.  Contributions that 

are based on the readings are the only contributions that qualify for the participation grade.   

Students who must miss an in-class discussion of the readings due to illness or other 

extenuating circumstance must inform the instructor of their absence before the seminar.  In 

order to do the make-up assignment (i.e. response paper) students must have a legitimate 

reason for their unavoidable absence and will be required to show documentation (e.g. a 

doctor’s note).  Make-up assignments cannot be used as a regular substitution for seminar 

attendance and participation. The response paper will be a critical reflection of the assigned 

readings for the week and will be 5-6 pages.  Assignments are due one week after the missed 

seminar.  Late make-up assignments will not be accepted.  Students are responsible for the 

information and material they may miss due to absences of any kind.   

Discussions require that everyone participates (speaks and listens) in a meaningful and civil 
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way.  While there will be lots of disagreements and debates, everyone is expected to 

participate in a way that is respectful to everyone in the class and their ideas.  Personal attacks, 

gender and racial slurs, disrespectful comments on ability or able-bodiness, or other such 

disrespectful behaviour will not be tolerated.  Please keep in mind that this is a scholarly 

environment and professionalism is expected at all times.  In this course we will deal with many 

sensitive issues and will encounter historical language no longer appropriate.  Please be 

reminded that respect for the people we study and other students is essential to a productive 

discussion.  Disrespectful behaviour and/or comments about people in class or being studied 

will not be tolerated. 

 

 

There are no additional ‘extra credit’ assignments in this course. 

 

Please see the brief assignment descriptions below.  More information on assignments will be provided 

in class.  If you have a question about an assignment, please email me or come and see me during my 

office hours. All assignments are to be double-spaced, in 12 point Times Roman font with one-inch 

margins and page numbers.  Title pages are preferred.  Elaborate binding is discouraged.  Please ensure 

your assignments are stapled. 

Content:  The assignments in this course are intended to build toward a final paper.  Each assignment 

requires the student to engage with some aspect of the research process.  The process is essential to 

producing a good final research paper. 

Style and grammar:  Marks are not directly deducted for poor writing style and grammar.  However, you 

simply cannot achieve a good grade if the paper is difficult to read and the argument difficult to discern.  

I strongly recommend making an outline and writing your assignment from the outline.  Organization of 

your major points is crucial to presenting an effective argument.  Papers should go through at least one 

rough draft before the final draft is produced.  It is essential to proofread.  

Referencing:  Assignments must be entirely your own work.  If the exact words or phrases of another 

author are used they must be in quotation marks with an accompanying reference.  Material that is 

paraphrased – that is, an idea from another author but put into your own words – must also be 

accompanied by a reference.  Please use appropriate style and form.   References have four purposes.  

They indicate the source of the “quotations,” acknowledge the interpretations and ideas of others, 

provide authority for facts which might be challenged or result from the research of others, and point to 

other sources or interpretations of the same topic.  In general, they acknowledge the use of another 

person’s ideas and are essential in avoiding plagiarism.  Failure to provide adequate references 

constitutes plagiarism. 

Participation 

This class includes a substantial seminar component.  Participation from all members of the group is 

crucial if a seminar is to be both interesting and instructive.  Discussions will focus on the readings for 

the week.  It is necessary that students critically read the materials for the week in advance so they are 

fully prepared to speak about and ask constructive questions to provoke discussion about the readings.  
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Marks will not be given for contributions that are NOT based on the readings.  Seminar participation 

marks are based on active involvement in the discussion and on the content of the student's comments.   

Students who must miss a seminar due to illness or other extenuating circumstance must inform the 

instructor of their absence before the seminar.  In order to do the make-up assignment (i.e. 5-7 page 

response paper) students must have a legitimate reason for their unavoidable absence and will be 

required to provide documentation (e.g. a doctor’s note).  Make-up assignments cannot be used as a 

regular substitution for seminar attendance and participation. The response paper will be a critical 

reflection of the assigned readings for the week and will be 5-7 pages long.  Assignments are due one 

week after the missed seminar.  Late make-up assignments will not be accepted.  Students are 

responsible for the information and material they may miss due to absences of any kind.  Extended 

periods of absence should be discussed as soon as possible with the professor.  Missing more than 1/3 

of seminars will result in an automatic failure of the participation grade. 

Seminar discussions require that everyone participates (speaks and listens) in a meaningful and civil 

way.  While there will be lots of disagreements and debates, everyone is expected to participate in a 

way that is respectful to everyone in the class and their ideas.  Personal attacks, gender and racial slurs, 

disrespectful comments on ability or able-bodiness, or other such disrespectful behaviour will not be 

tolerated.  Please keep in mind that this is a scholarly environment and professionalism is expected at all 

times.  In this course we will deal with many sensitive issues and will encounter historical language no 

longer appropriate.  Please be reminded that respect for the people we study and other students is 

essential to a productive discussion.   

 

Course Outline / Class Schedule 

 Please ensure you have read all of the assigned readings for each week.  Please note that not all weeks 

include readings.   

Please note:  The University of Waterloo is conducting a 3-year pilot of a short fall reading week 

(essentially 3 days).  This week coincides with Thanksgiving on Monday October 9, which is a statutory 

holiday and no classes are held that day.  As part of the fall reading week, there are no classes on for this 

class (HIST 313) during this week at all.   The classes on October 12 and 13 are makeup classes for the 

Tuesday and Wednesday.   

 

Date Topic Readings Due 

Sept. 7 Welcome and 
Introduction 

No assigned reading 

Sept. 12 & 
14 

What is the history of 
the family? 
 

John Gillis, “Making Time for Family:  The Invention of 
Family Time(s) and the Reinvention of Family History,” 
Journal of Family History 21, no. 1 (January 1996):  4-21. 
 
Tamara Hareven,  "Historical Changes in the Social 
Construction of the Life Course." Human Development 
29, no. 3 (1986): 171-180. 

Sept. 19 & Family fortunes:  Bettina Bradbury, “Pigs, Cows, and Boarders:  Non-Wage 
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Date Topic Readings Due 

21 Ideology, class, and 
the family 
 
*Discussion of Cott, 
Public Vows on 
September 21 

Forms of Survival among Montreal Families” Labour/Le 
Travail 14 (October 1984):  9-46. 
 
Brenda E. Stevenson, “What’s Love Got to Do with It?  
Concubinage and Enslaved Women and Girls in the 
Antebellum South,” Journal of African American History 
98, no. 1 (Winter 2013):  99-125. 
 
+Primary source 

Sept. 26 & 
28 

Gender and the late 
nineteenth century 
family 
 
*Reviews of Cott’s 
book due on the 28th 

Bettina Bradbury, “Surviving as a Widow in 19th-Century Montreal” Urban History Review 

17, no. 3 (1989): 148-160 

 

Barrington Walker, “Killing the Black Female Body:  Black Womanhood, Black Patriarchy, 

and Spousal Murder in Two Ontario Criminal Trials, 1892-1894,” in Sisters or Strangers?  

Immigrant, Ethnic, and Racialized Women in Canadian History edited by Marlene Epp, 

Franca Iacovetta, and Frances Swyripa (Toronto:  University of Toronto Press, 2004), 89-

107. 

 

+Primary source 

Oct. 3 & 5  Colonialism 
*Discussion of Carter, 
The Importance of 
Being Monogamous 
on October 5 

Reading:  Julie L. Reed, “Family and Nation:  Cherokee 
Orphan Care, 1835-1903” American Indian Quarterly 34, 
no. 3 (Summer 2010):  312-343. 
 
Sylvia Van Kirk, “Colonized Lives:  The Native Wives and 
Daughters of Five Founding Families of Victoria” in In the 
Days of Our Grandmothers:  A Reader in Aboriginal 
Women’s History in Canada edited by Mary-Ellen Kelm 
and Lorna Townsend (Toronto:  University of Toronto 
Press, 2006), 170-199. 
 
+Primary source 

Oct. 10 & 12 
 

Fall reading week  
No classes 
*Reviews of Carter’s 
book due on the 12th 

Week 7 readings 

Oct. 17 & 19  Protecting children 
*Discussion of 
Strong-Boag, 
Fostering Nation? On 
October 19 

Lori Chambers, “Adoption, Unwed Mothers, and the 
Powers of the Children’s Aid Society in Ontario, 1921-
1969” Ontario History 98, no. 1 (Autumn 2006):  161-182. 
 
Vincent DiGirolamo, “Newsboy Funerals:  Tales of Sorrow 
and Solidarity in Urban America,” Journal of Social History 
36, no. 1 (Fall 2002):  5-30. 
 
+Primary source 
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Date Topic Readings Due 

Oct. 24 and 
26 
 

Mothers, fathers, and 
the state 
 
 
*Reviews of Strong-
Boag’s book due on 
the 26th 

V. Sue Atkinson, “Shifting Sands:  Professional Advice to 
Mothers in the First Half of the Twentieth Century” 
Journal of Family History 42, no. 2 (2017):  128-146. 
 
Cynthia Comacchio, “‘A postscript for father’:  Defining a 
New Fatherhood in Interwar Canada,” Canadian Historical 
Review 78, no. 3 (1997):  385-408.   
 
Janice A. Brockley, “Martyred Mothers and Merciful 
Fathers:  Exploring Disability and Motherhood in the Lives 
of Jerome Greenfield and Raymond Repouille” in The 
New Disability History:  American Perspectives edited by 
Paul K. Longmore and Lauri Umansky (New York:  New 
York University Press, 2001),  293-312. 
 
+Primary source 

Oct. 31 & 
Nov. 2 

Families and the 
Great Depression 
*Discussion of 
Campbell, 
Respectable Citizens 
on November 2 

Stephen Robertson, Shane White, Stephen Garton, and 
Graham White, “This Harlem Life: Black Families and 
Everyday Life in the 1920s and 1930s,” Journal of Social 
History 44, no. 1 (Fall 2010):  97-122. 
 
Denyse Baillargeon, “‘If you Had No Money, You Had No 
Trouble, Did You?’:  Montreal working-class housewives 
during the Great Depression” Women’s History Review 1, 
no. 2 (1992):  217-237. 
 
+Primary source 

Nov. 7 & 9 Families and war 
 
 
*Review of 
Campbell’s book due 
on November 9 

Magda Fahrni, “The Romance of Reunion:  Montreal War 
Veterans Return to Family Life, 1944-1949” Journal of the 
Canadian Historical Association New Series, Vol. 9 (1998):  
187-208. 
 
Pamela Sugiman, “ ‘A Million Hearts from Here’:  
Japanese Canadian Mothers and Daughters and the 
Lessons of War” Journal of American Ethnic History 26, 
no. 4 (Summer 2007):  50-68. 
 
+Primary source 

Nov. 14 & 
16  

Race, ethnicity and 
family experiences 
 

Franca Iacovetta, “Recipes for Democracy? Gender, 
Family and Making Female Citizens in Cold War Canada” 
Canadian Woman Studies 20, no. 2 (Summer 2000):  12-
21. 
Karen Dubinsky, “‘We Adopted a Negro’:  Interracial 
Adoption and the Hybrid Baby in 1960s Canada” in 
Creating Postwar Canada, 1945-75 edited by Magda 
Fahrni and Robert Rutherdale (Vancouver:  University of 
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Date Topic Readings Due 

British Columbia Press, 2008), 268-288. 
 
+Primary source 

Nov. 21 & 
23  

Post-war families Margaret Goudie Parsons, “My Sophisticated Suit” in My 
Wedding Dress:  True-life Tales of Lace, Laughter, Tears 
and Tulle edited by Susan Whelehan and Anne Laurel 
Carter (Toronto:  Vintage Canada, 2007), 236-245. 
 
Leslie Paris, “‘The Strange Way We Lived’:  Divorce and 
American Childhood in the 1970s” in Lost Kids:  
Vulnerable Children and Youth in Twentieth-Century 
Canada and the United States edited by Mona Gleason, 
Tamara Myers, Leslie Paris, and Veronica Strong-Boag 
(Vancouver:  University of British Columbia Press, 2010), 
175-191 
 
+Primary source 

Nov. 28  & 
30  

Review and course 
wrap up 

No reading 

Suggestions for Effective Reading 

Why is reading so important in History?  History is a reading discipline.  This means that history 

students are required to read articles and books in order to gain historical knowledge.  Reading 

is not optional and students are expected to have read all of the assigned course material in 

addition to other research material required for assignments.  At times the amount of reading 

may seem overwhelming.  In order to manage the reading expectations, you must learn to read 

effectively.  The crux of effective reading is the ability to focus on an author(s) argument and 

how it is ‘built’ and supported by evidence.  The following guidelines are intended as tips to 

strengthen effective reading skills. 

Determine the main argument or thesis:  Find the author’s main thesis (argument) and 

themes. These are found in the introduction so be sure to read that part of the book or article 

carefully.  It may be beneficial to re-read it after your finish the article in order to ensure that 

you have understood it and can explain it in your own words.  Try to sum up the author’s 

argument in a sentence or two. (How would you explain the author’s argument to classmates in 

2 sentences?)  Think about the strengths and weaknesses of the argument as you read the 
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book/chapter/article. What is the most compelling aspect of the author’s argument? What is 

the least convincing aspect of the author’s argument?  

Evaluate the evidence:  Look at the evidence the author provides to support his or her 

argument(s). This will require examining the footnotes and endnotes.  Does the author rely on 

archival documents, newspapers, quantitative evidence, other written documents, material 

artifacts, oral histories, other historians? What are the strengths and limitations of the sources 

the author uses?  Does the author borrow ideas or concepts from other disciplines, such as 

history, anthropology, sociology, economics, or psychology?  How does the author use these 

concepts?  Is it effective?  What are the strengths and limitations of the approach/theoretical 

perspective? 

Determine the author’s point of view and purpose in writing:  Scholarly literature is published 

because it adds something new to our knowledge of a particular area.  What does this book or 

article tell us about a subject that we didn’t know before?  Typically authors will tell you this 

information in the introduction or the historiography section.  How is the author’s point of view 

different from other historians?  

Examine the Conclusion:  Evaluate the author’s conclusion and compare it to their thesis 

statement.  Did they prove the thesis?  Is their overall conclusion convincing given their 

purpose and argument?  Did they prove everything they claim to have discussed?  What are 

some of the broader implications of the work? 

Analyze connections among the course readings:  What common themes, problems, and issues 

do the readings address? How do the varied perspectives in the readings complicate and/or 

clarify your understanding of these issues? As the course proceeds, think about how the 

readings each week relate to previous readings.  

Overall:  Historians write as individuals and part of a wider community.  After reading the piece reflect 

on what it adds to our historical knowledge and how the article/chapter/books fits into the ‘wider 

picture’. 

 
Late Work 
Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the dates noted above.  Assignments received after 

class has commenced will be considered late.  Please do not disrupt the class to hand in your 
assignment.  Late assignments will be penalized 5% per day.  Weekends are 2 days.  Extensions 
must be requested in advance of the due date and will be provided at the discretion of the 
professor.  Electronic assignments are not accepted.  Please ensure your assignment is 
submitted on paper with the pages stapled together. 

Make up opportunities for in-class assignments and discussion will only be provided under very limited 
conditions and in extreme circumstances.   

You must notify me prior to the in-class assignment or discussion if you are unable to attend at the 
scheduled time due to medical or religious circumstances (or at minimum the day of the 



  13 
 

assessment).  Students who fail to do so will receive a grade of ZERO on that portion of the  
assessment. 

2.  You must provide appropriate documentation (a UW VOI form must be submitted) in order to have a 
makeup opportunity. 

3.  Makeup assignments are at the discretion of the course instructor.  Verification of Illness Form (VOI) 
dates will weigh heavily in this decision.  

 Electronic Device Policy 

Electronic devices can be distracting for students.  You are welcome to use a computer or other 

electronic device to type notes during class.  Lectures and discussion must not be recorded or taped.  

Please do not use your device for personal reasons during class.  Research suggests this leads to lower 

grades for both the user and (even) lower grades for students seated near the user.  Please be respectful 

of your classmates’ learning experience and put away your electronic devices at the beginning of class.  

Students may not digitally record any portion of the class or post material from the class online.  This 

includes comments about other students in the course. 

Attendance Policy 

I expect that you will attend classes.  If you choose to miss class for any reason, you are responsible for 

the material covered.  My lecture notes are not shared. 

Important Information 
 
Academic Integrity: To maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo 
and its Affiliated and Federated Institutions of Waterloo (AFIW) are expected to promote honesty, trust, 
fairness, respect, and responsibility. 
 
Academic Integrity Office (UW): A resource for students and instructors. 
 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing 
academic offences, and to take responsibility for their actions. A student who is unsure whether an 
action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, 
cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course 
professor, academic advisor, or the Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, 
disciplinary penalties will be imposed under the St. Jerome’s University Policy on Student Discipline. For 
information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to University of 
Waterloo Policy 71 - Student Discipline. 
 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of their university life has been 
unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance.  Read the St. Jerome’s University 
Policy on Student Petitions and Grievances. 
 
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under the St. Jerome’s 
University Policy on Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or the St. 
Jerome’s University Policy on Student Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read the 
St. Jerome's University Policy on Student Appeals. 
 
Note for Students with Disabilities: The AccessAbility Services office, located on the first floor of the 

https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://www.sju.ca/sites/default/files/PLCY_AOM_Student-Discipline_20131122-SJUSCapproved.pdf
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm
http://www.sju.ca/sites/default/files/PLCY_AOM_Student-Petitions-and-Grievances_20151211-SJUSCapproved.pdf
http://www.sju.ca/sites/default/files/PLCY_AOM_Student-Petitions-and-Grievances_20151211-SJUSCapproved.pdf
https://www.sju.ca/sites/default/files/PLCY_AOM_Student-Appeals_20131122-SJUSCapproved.pdf
http://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/


  14 
 

Needles Hall extension (1401), collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate 
accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the 
curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please 
register with the AS office at the beginning of each academic term. **** Please also feel free to meet 
with me at the beginning of term to discuss any accommodation(s) you need.   
 
****Safety, Health and Counselling Services on Campus:  Your health, safety, and well being are 
important.  For a list of on campus services, please see https://uwaterloo.ca/police/safety-resources.   If 
you are on campus in the evenings, please make use of the on and off campus shuttle service.  More 
information about it can be found here - https://uwaterloo.ca/police/shuttle-service 
 

https://uwaterloo.ca/police/safety-resources
https://uwaterloo.ca/police/shuttle-service

