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University of Waterloo 
Department of History/Political Science 

HIST/PSCI 369: Politics of Decolonization 
Winter 2018 

11:30 – 2:20 Friday 
HH 1106 

 
 

Instructor and T.A. Information 
Instructor: Dr. Daniel Gorman 
Office: HH 108 
Office Phone: 519-888-4567 x36049 

Office Hours: Friday 9:30-11 
Email: dpgorman@uwaterloo.ca 
 

 
T.A. Evan Cater T.A. Sean Summerfield 
Email ecater@uwaterloo.ca Email srsummerfield@uwaterloo.ca 
Office HH 378 Office TBD (will post on LEARN) 
Office Hours TBD (will post on LEARN) Office Hours TBD (will post on LEARN) 

Course Description 
This course examines the collapse of global empires and the emergence of new nation-states in the 
Global South in the mid-late twentieth century, and assesses how the colonial experience has shaped 
relations between and among former imperial societies to the present. We’ll concentrate on questions 
of political identity in colonial and post-colonial societies, and think about how these identities shape 
current political challenges. The course has a global framework.  We’ll look primarily at decolonization in 
Africa and Asia, and also assess its impact on European societies. Selected topics will include Apartheid 
in South Africa, African crises in the Congo and Kenya, postcolonial migration, colonial nationalism, the 
International Criminal Court and Africa, and legacies of decolonization in the post-Cold War world. 
 
Our course is cross-listed in Political Science and History, and we will approach of subject material from 
both disciplinary perspectives.  For those of you from other majors taking the course as an elective, 
there will also be an opportunity if you so choose to bring some perspectives from your home major to 
our material. 
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Course Goals and Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of this course, students should be able to: 

A. Have a comparative understanding of the history of decolonization and its contemporary 
significance for international relations 

• Lectures, discussion, research paper, simulation 
B. Conceive of a research project, conduct original research, and complete a research essay 

• Research essay 
C. Synthesize arguments and important information from source material, and discuss their own 

interpretations of the material with peers 
• Seminar discussions, general class discussion 

D. Suggest or identify contemporary legacies of historical events and processes, and draw 
interdisciplinary connections between international relations and global/transnational history. 

• Simulation exercise 
• Lecture material, seminar discussion, and selected exam questions 

Required Text 
• Dane Kennedy, Decolonization 

This book is available in the bookstore. 

Readings Available on LEARN 
• Yasmine Khan, The Great Partition: The Making of India and Pakistan (chapters for session 1) 
• Ngugi Wa’Thiongo, Decolonizing the Mind, Chp 4. 
• The International Criminal Court on Trial, Foreign Affairs Jan/Feb 2017 

These readings are for some of our discussion sessions.  All other seminar readings area available as e-
journal articles via PRIMO, or as URLs.  The complete list of discussion session readings is found below 
after the course outline. 

Course Requirements and Assessment 
Assessment  Date of Evaluation Weight 
Seminar Participation 4 Bi-weekly sessions 20% 
Essay Due Feb. 9 (11:59 on LEARN) 25% 
Simulation See below 20% 

 
(15% - group mark) 
 
(5% - individual 
reflection paper) 

Final Exam Due April 11 35% 
Total  100% 

Seminar Participation 
Our seminars are your opportunity to engage with our course material in a smaller group setting.  Please 
read the assigned readings before coming to class.  We will then discuss the material in a relaxed group 
discussion – all of your ideas are valid and valued, and I’ll structure the sessions so you feel comfortable 
participating in a manner that bests suits you. Your seminar grade will be based on your participation in 
seminar, which is a combination of: attending each session, preparing ahead of time, participating in our 
discussion to the best of your abilities, and being an active and engaged listener. 
 
In our first class, I will divide the class into 4 discussion groups (A,B,C,D).  Groups A and B meet on the 
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same week from 1:30-2:20; Groups C and D meet from 1:30-2:20 the following week.  The meeting 
schedule for the discussion groups is found below. 

Essay 
You will write an essay of about 2,000 – 2,500 words on the politics of decolonization in a country of 
your choice. You should answer ONE of the following two questions: 
 

1. What were the most significant factors in bringing about decolonization in your chosen country? 
 

2. In what ways has decolonization influenced the current politics and/or society of your chosen 
country? 

 
You may use a combination of scholarly sources (from historians and/or political scientists), primary 
historical sources (material created by or about your historical subjects in the past), and data, serious 
commentary/journalism, and other contemporary source material.  You may approach the essay from a 
more historical perspective if you prefer, adopt a more analytical perspective consistent with 
international relations scholarship, or present a mix of the two approaches.  You may use either Chicago 
style (foot/endnotes) or APA (parenthetical) references, as long as you are consistent and clear in 
referencing your sources.   

Simulation 
I like to play games in my classes!  We will conduct a simulation of a UN General Assembly debate on the 
present-day political legacies of decolonization on March 9. You will be a member of a small group (3-4) 
representing a chosen country.  Your group will research your country’s historical position on our chosen 
issue, write a 500-750 word position paper which you will post to our LEARN simulation page by March 
7, and represent your country during the simulation.  As an individual, you will then write a 250 word 
“reflection paper,” due in LEARN by 11:59pm on March 16, in which you write about how aspects of the 
simulation reflected the influence of decolonization on contemporary international relations.   
 
Your group will receive a single, collective grade for the position paper and simulation (15%).  You will 
receive an individual grade for your reflection paper (5%).  Everyone has different interests, and it is fine 
if you contribute more to one aspect of the simulation assignment than others.  That said, if you “go 
AWOL” on your partners, I reserve the right to separate your individual grade from the group’s grade 
and give you a zero for the assignment. I will provide more details on the simulation after reading week. 

Final Exam 
You will receive a take-home exam after our last class.  The exam is due to me as an electronic 
submission to our LEARN drop box by 11:59pm on April 11. 

Course Outline 
Week Date Topic Weekly Readings 
1 Jan 5 

 
 

Course Introduction 
 
Antecedents to decolonization 

Kennedy, Introduction & 
Chp 1 

2 Jan 12 
 
 

South Asia – India, Pakistan, and Partition; 
Malaya; and Indonesia 
 
Discussion 1 – Groups A and B 

Kennedy, Chp 2 
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3 Jan 19 
 
 

North Africa – Egypt and Suez 
 
Essay Workshop  
 
Discussion 1 – Groups C and D 

Kennedy, 46-61 

4 Jan 26 
 
 

North Africa – Algeria and French 
Decolonization  
 
Intellectuals and Decolonization 
 
Discussion 2 – Groups A and B  

Kennedy, 61-68 

5 Feb 2 
 

“Third World” Cooperation  
 
Discussion 2 – Groups C and D 

Kennedy, 69-81 

6 Feb 9 
 
 

South Africa 
 
Discussion 3 - Groups A and B 

Find and read an obituary of 
Nelson Mandela online – 
how does it portray him as a 
man and nationalist leader?  
How does it portray 
apartheid, colonialism, and 
decolonization? 

 Feb 16 The Congo Crisis 
 
Decolonization in Europe 
 
Discussion 3 - Groups C and D 

 

7 Feb 23 
 
 

Reading Week – No Class 

8 March 2 
 

International Perspectives: Human Rights 
and Decolonization 
 
Discussion 4 - Prep Time for Simulation  - 
All Groups 

Kennedy, 81-92 

9 March 9 
 
 

Simulation  

10 March 16 
 

Reactionaries and Die-Hards: East Africa, 
Rhodesia and the Portuguese Empire 
 
Discussion 5 - Groups A and B 

 

11 March 23 
 

Postcolonial Legacies: Decolonization and 
International Relations Theory 
 
Discussion 5 - Groups C and D 

Kennedy, Chp 5 

12 April 4 
 

Postcolonial Legacies: Beyond Realism? – 
Postcolonial Politics and the Global South 
 

Branislav Gosovic, “The 
Resurgence of South–South 
Cooperation,” Third World 
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Exam Review / Take Home Exam 
Distributed 

Quarterly 37 (4), April 2016, 
733-43. 

Tutorial Session 1: Colonialism 
• Yasmine Khan, The Great Partition: The Making of India and Pakistan, “Introduction” plus one of 

the following three chapters: “Untangling two Nations” [on setting up the state infrastructure of 
India and Pakistan]; “Bitter Legacies” [on the refugee crisis in India and Pakistan after Partition]; 
or “Divided Families” [on the implications of Partition for people in both new states]  

o [PDFs available on LEARN] 
• Shoemaker, Nancy. “A Typology of Colonialism.” Perspectives on History: The Newsmagazine of 

the American Historical Association (October 2015). https://www.historians.org/publications-
and-directories/perspectives-on-history/october-2015/a-typology-of-colonialism 
 

Tutorial Session 2: Colonial Political Identities 
• Andrew Phillips, “Beyond Bandung: the 1955 Asian-African Conference and its legacies for 

International Order,” Australian Journal of International Affairs 70:4 (2016), 329-341. 
• Ngugi Wa’Thiongo, Decolonizing the Mind, Chp 4  

o [pdf on LEARN] 
• Antony Anghie, “The Evolution of International Law: Colonial and postcolonial Realities,” Third 

World Quarterly 27:5 (2006), 739-53. 

Tutorial Session 3: The UN and decolonization 
• Oliver Turner, “‘Finishing the Job’: the UN Special Committee on Decolonization and the politics 

of self-governance,” Third World Quarterly 34:7 (2013), 1193-1208. 
• Carrie Booth Walling, “Human Rights Norms, State Sovereignty, and Humanitarian Intervention,” 

Human Rights Quarterly 37:2 (2015), 383-413. 
 
Tutorial Session 4: Simulation Preparation and Agenda Vote (all groups present today – this 

 session is not a graded portion of your seminar participation mark) 
 
Tutorial Session 5: The International Criminal Court (ICC) & Africa 
 

•  “The International Criminal Court on Trial: A Conversation with Fatou Bensouda,” Foreign 
Affairs Jan/Feb 2017 (pdf on LEARN, or access through Library) 

• ICC Forum: Is the International Criminal Court (ICC) targeting Africa inappropriately?: 
http://iccforum.com/africa 
o Read the essay from M. Cherif Bassiouni  
o Read ONE of the essays by Kamari Clarke, Margaret de Guzman, Chief Charles Achaleke 

Taku, or Abdul Tejan-Coler 
 Make sure you click “Expand” under your chosen essays to read the full essay, 

rather than just the summary 
 

Late Work  
Late assignments will be penalized 3% per day, including weekends.  Please speak to me if you need an extension 
for a legitimate reason. 

Information on Plagiarism Detection  

https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/october-2015/a-typology-of-colonialism
https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/october-2015/a-typology-of-colonialism
http://sfx.scholarsportal.info.proxy.lib.uwaterloo.ca/waterloo?frbrVersion=8&ctx_ver=Z39.88-2004&ctx_enc=info:ofi/enc:UTF-8&ctx_tim=2016-12-20T12%3A10%3A04IST&url_ver=Z39.88-2004&url_ctx_fmt=infofi/fmt:kev:mtx:ctx&rfr_id=info:sid/primo.exlibrisgroup.com:primo3-Article-muse&rft_val_fmt=info:ofi/fmt:kev:mtx:&rft.genre=article&rft.atitle=Human+Rights+Norms%2C+State+Sovereignty%2C+and+Humanitarian+Intervention&rft.jtitle=Human+Rights+Quarterly&rft.btitle=&rft.aulast=Walling&rft.auinit=&rft.auinit1=&rft.auinitm=&rft.ausuffix=&rft.au=Walling%2C+Carrie+Booth&rft.aucorp=&rft.date=2015&rft.volume=37&rft.issue=2&rft.part=&rft.quarter=&rft.ssn=&rft.spage=383&rft.epage=413&rft.pages=&rft.artnum=&rft.issn=0275-0392&rft.eissn=1085-794X&rft.isbn=&rft.sici=&rft.coden=&rft_id=info:doi/&rft.object_id=&svc_val_fmt=info:ofi/fmt:kev:mtx:sch_svc&rft.eisbn=&rft_dat=%3Cmuse%3ES1085794X15200047%3C/muse%3E%3Cgrp_id%3E1625717471575007127%3C/grp_id%3E%3Coa%3E%3C/oa%3E&rft_id=info:oai/&req.language=eng
http://sfx.scholarsportal.info.proxy.lib.uwaterloo.ca/waterloo?frbrVersion=8&ctx_ver=Z39.88-2004&ctx_enc=info:ofi/enc:UTF-8&ctx_tim=2016-12-20T12%3A10%3A04IST&url_ver=Z39.88-2004&url_ctx_fmt=infofi/fmt:kev:mtx:ctx&rfr_id=info:sid/primo.exlibrisgroup.com:primo3-Article-muse&rft_val_fmt=info:ofi/fmt:kev:mtx:&rft.genre=article&rft.atitle=Human+Rights+Norms%2C+State+Sovereignty%2C+and+Humanitarian+Intervention&rft.jtitle=Human+Rights+Quarterly&rft.btitle=&rft.aulast=Walling&rft.auinit=&rft.auinit1=&rft.auinitm=&rft.ausuffix=&rft.au=Walling%2C+Carrie+Booth&rft.aucorp=&rft.date=2015&rft.volume=37&rft.issue=2&rft.part=&rft.quarter=&rft.ssn=&rft.spage=383&rft.epage=413&rft.pages=&rft.artnum=&rft.issn=0275-0392&rft.eissn=1085-794X&rft.isbn=&rft.sici=&rft.coden=&rft_id=info:doi/&rft.object_id=&svc_val_fmt=info:ofi/fmt:kev:mtx:sch_svc&rft.eisbn=&rft_dat=%3Cmuse%3ES1085794X15200047%3C/muse%3E%3Cgrp_id%3E1625717471575007127%3C/grp_id%3E%3Coa%3E%3C/oa%3E&rft_id=info:oai/&req.language=eng
http://iccforum.com/africa
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I don’t use plagiarism software, but I will pass your work along the Dean’s office if I detect plagiarism while grading 
your assignments.  Suffice it to say, please do your own work. 

Electronic Device Policy 
You are free to use whatever devices you wish for class purposes, but please be considerate of others – videos or 
other moving images are particularly distracting to those sitting behind you. 

Attendance Policy 
Attendance at seminar is necessary (you can’t participate if you’re not there!).  Coming to lecture is up to you, but 
our lecture material forms the spine of the course, will help you complete the assignments, and will be the basis of 
the exam questions. 
Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo 
are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. See the UWaterloo Academic Integrity 
webpage and the Arts Academic Integrity webpage for more information.  
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing academic 
offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an 
offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group 
work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate 
Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under 
Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should 
refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline. For typical penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties. 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been unfair 
or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, 
Section 4. When in doubt, please be certain to contact the department’s administrative assistant who will provide 
further assistance. 
Appeals: A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances (other than a 
petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline may be appealed if there is a ground. A student who believes he/she has 
a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72 - Student Appeals. 
Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services office, located on the first floor of the Needles Hall 
extension (1401), collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for 
students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic 
accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the AS office at the beginning of each 
academic term. 

file://artsfileu/artshome$/dpgorman/Downloads/UWaterloo%20Academic%20Integritity%20webpage%20(https:/uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/)
file://artsfileu/artshome$/dpgorman/Downloads/UWaterloo%20Academic%20Integritity%20webpage%20(https:/uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/)
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-support/ethical-behaviour
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
file://filed/arts$/auo/auoad/Term%20Memos/Guidelines%20for%20the%20Assessment%20of%20Penalties%20(https:/uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties)
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/
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