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History 391         Fall 2017 

Instructor: Alex Statiev 

Office: HH 110 

Office hours: 9:30-10:20 Tu, Th     

E-mail: astatiev@uwaterloo.ca 

    

 

 
 

Fascism beyond Germany 
 

Fascism, a widespread ideology in interwar Europe, resulted in the establishment of violent 

totalitarian regimes in several states besides Germany. This course examines fascist experiments 

in three West European and four East European countries where fascists were the strongest: 

Italy, Spain, France, Hungary, Romania, Yugoslavia and Ukraine. We will start with the birth of 

proto-fascism in France in the early 20th century and then proceed to the fascist interwar 

movements and regimes in order to pinpoint commonalities and differences among various 

manifestations of fascism. Unlike conservative military dictatorships that rested on bayonets, 

fascist charismatic leaders with modest intellectual capacity enjoyed genuine and enormous 

cross-class popular support among educated nations proud of their cultural heritage. The course 

addresses the social conditions facilitating the emergence of fascism, fascist ideologies, the 

popular appeal of fascism, the typical social composition of fascist parties, and the methods they 

used to take and keep power. Fascist violence against political opponents and apolitical members 

of stigmatised ethnic groups provoked strong resistance; that is why this course covers the brutal 

civil wars in Italy, Spain, Yugoslavia and Ukraine. Finally, we will examine the demise of 

fascism with the end of World War II and its resurgence in the form of neo-fascist parties at the 

end of the 20th century.  
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Course Assignments:  Value  Due Date 
Midterm exam    25%  24 October 

Research paper   40%  5 p.m. December 4, submitted via email. 

Final exam    35%  Scheduled by Registrar 

 

Research Paper: 
The length of the research paper should be about 10 double-spaced pages. You can write on any 

aspect of fascist movements studied in class or other European fascists as long as they were 

outside Germany; or you may want to compare some fascist regimes, or examine antifascist 

resistance or fascist counterinsurgency. However, you must receive my approval of your topic. 

It is in your own interest. The bibliography should include at least 7 sources (books, articles, 

primary sources). No sources off the Web will be accepted unless I have approved of them but 

you can use online academic journals and primary documents without asking me. Please include 

in your bibliography only those sources to which you refer in the text. Papers with fewer sources 

will be penalized by a 3% per source grade reduction. Lecture notes cannot be used as a source. 

The paper should be an analytical piece rather than a narrative. Your paper should comply with 

the guidelines set out by the History Student’s Handbook at 

http://hist.ucalgary.ca/undergraduate. You can also find instructions on proper footnoting at 

http://guides.lib.uoguelph.ca/Chicago. Failure to meet the deadline will be penalized by a 3% 

daily grade reduction, unless the extension has been explicitly granted before the due date. 

 

Grading: 

This course uses a letter scale. This is how the letter grades are converted to percentages: 

 
A+ 95 

A 87 

A- 82 

B+ 78 

B 75 

B- 72 

C+ 68 

C 65 

C- 62 

D+ 58 

D 55 

D- 52 

F 38 
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Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of 

Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility.  

Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing 

academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an 

action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, 

cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, 

academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have 

occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on 

categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline, 

http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm  

Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has 

been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student 

Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm  

Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - Student 

Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline if a ground for 

an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals, 

http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm  

Academic Integrity website (Arts): http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html  

Academic Integrity Office (UW): http://uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/ 

http://uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/
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Lecture Schedule 
The following is a provisional list of topics, and is subject to revision and modification. 

 

7 September:  Introduction. Proto-fascism: Action Française 

 

12, 14 September: Italy: Benito Mussolini and Italian fascism 

 

19, 21 September:   The Nazi occupation of Italy and the civil war  

 

26, 28 September:  France: Faisceau, the Croix de Feu and the Parti Populaire Français  

 

3, 5 October:   Spain: Jose Antonio and the Falange  

 

12, 17, 19 October: General Francisco Franco and the Spanish civil war .    

    

24 October:  Midterm Exam  

 

26 October:   Hungary: Ferenc Szálasi and the Arrow Cross 

 

31 October,  

2 November:  Romania: Corneliu Codreanu and the Legion of Michael Archangel  

    

7, 9 November:  Croatia: Ante Pavelić and the Ustaše  

 

14, 16 November  The occupation of Yugoslavia and the civil war  

 

21, 23 November Ukraine: Stepan Bandera and the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists. 

Insurgency and counterinsurgency in Ukraine.    

 

28, 30 November:  Neo-fascism  

 


