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H 422 

The Rise of Consumer Culture in Europe 
(aka the History of Shopping) 

 
What are the roots of our current consumer society, and what exactly do we mean by that 
term? How did we get from a world of few possessions to a world where we need to rent 
storage lockers to hold all our stuff? This course will explore the emergence of mass 
consumer culture in Europe in the late 18th century, what we mean by "consumerism," 
why it took hold so powerfully, fundamentally shaping the world in which we live today, 
and its implications for European society. 
 
Grade allocation: 
 
50% major project  
  (NOTE: 5% penalty imposed if the project is not formally approved by date set) 
 --% project approved (by 4pm, Tuesday, 16 January) 
 20% first draft (due 4 pm, Thursday, 1 March) 
 30% second draft (due 4 pm, Thursday, 19 April) 
 
50% participation 
 
 
Grading policy: 

The grade assigned to a paper is an evaluation of both the paper's content and of the 
grammar and spelling in it.  Excessive spelling, typographical or grammatical errors will 
be penalized. Electronic submissions are not accepted in any form. Similar standards of 
professional presentation will be applied to projects. 

 

Late policy and extensions: 

Projects are due by 4 pm the day assigned in the syllabus.  Extensions will not be granted.  
Any project that is late will be docked 10% the first day, and 5% each subsequent day.  
After 3 days, the student will be given a failing grade of 32% for the project.  

 
Participation: 

Participation is an integral part of the learning experience in this course and you are 
expected to attend and actively participate in every meeting scheduled. Calculation of 
your participation grade is straightforward.  Failure to attend a discussion section results 
in a grade of 0% for that session.  Attendance, but failure to participate will receive a 
minimum grade of C (65%).  The quality of your participation will determine what grade 
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you receive above the minimum of C.  Thus, it is in your interest to attend and engage in 
these sessions. 

 

Academic Integrity: 

In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of 
Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. 

Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid 
committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student 
who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning 
how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group 
work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or 
the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, 
disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For 
information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to 
Policy 71 - Student Discipline. 

Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her 
university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a 
grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4. 

Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under 
Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 
71 - Student Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - 
Student Appeals. 

Other sources of information for students: 

Academic Integrity website (Arts) Academic Integrity Office (uWaterloo) 

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities: 

Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services office, located in Needles 
Hall Room 1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate 
accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic 
integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact 
of your disability, please register with the AS office at the beginning of each academic 
term. 

 

Projects and/or papers: 

There are several options available to the students in terms of the shape their major 
project may take. It may take the form of a research paper based on secondary sources. It 
may take the shape of a primary-source based research paper. It could be a piece of 
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historiographical analysis (which may be of particular interest for any students 
considering graduate studies in History). It also may take the form of a digital project or 
some form of material cultural analysis or creation. This is a recognition that each student 
may have a different objective for their academic career, and to allow the students to 
explore the various forms that historical research can take, as well as to explore the kinds 
of questions that may interest them in a sophisticated and innovative manner.  

The exact shape and length of the project will be determined through negotiation with the 
instructor of the course and must be mutually agreed-upon. As a rough guideline, 
research  papers, whether based upon primary or secondary sources, would be 12-15 
pages of text in length. Other projects should represent an equivalent amount of work. 

 

grading system: 

This course uses an alphabetical scale for grading. The following chart may be used to 
convert the alpha grades to numerical grades. It is also the conversion chart used for 
submitting the final grade for the course, which is a numerical grade 

A+ 95 
A 89 
A- 83 
B+ 78 
B 75 
B- 72 
C+ 68 
C 65 
C- 62 
D+ 58 
D 55 
D- 52 
F 38 
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Classes and Readings: 

 

5 January Introduction 
 

12 January Sassatelli, Roberta, Consumer Culture: History, Theory and Politics, 
pp 1-52, 163-192 (Introduction, chs. 1, 2, 8) 
 

19 January Bohanan, Donna J. Fashion Beyond Versailles: Consumption and 
Design in Seventeenth-Century France. (pp. 1-118) 
 

26 January McKendrick, Neil, John Brewer and J.H. Plumb, The Birth of a 
Consumer Society: the Commercialization of Eighteenth-Century 
England.  (chs. 1, 2, 3). 
 

2 February Smith, Woodruff D., Consumption and the making of respectability, 
1600-1800. (chs. 1, 2, 3, 4, 7) 
 

9 February Miller, Michael Barry. Bon Marché: Bourgeois Culture and the 
Department Store, 1869-1920. (Introduction, Part I, Part II, 
Conclusion) 
 

16 February Class cancelled. 
 

2 March Rappaport, Erika. Shopping for Pleasure: Women in the Making of 
London’s West End. (Introduction, chs. 1, 2, 3, 5). 
 

9 March Shannon, Brent. Cut of his coat: men, dress, and consumer culture in 
Britain, 1860-1914. (chs. 1, 2, 3, 5). 
 

16 March Morgan, Nigel and Annette Pritchard. Power and Politics at the 
Seaside: the Development of Devon's Resorts in the Twentieth 
Century. (Introduction, chs. 3, 4, 5, 6) 
 

23 March 
 

De Grazia, Victoria. Irresistable Empire. (Introduction, chs. 2, 3, 8, 9) 

30 March 
 

Good Friday - no classes. 

4 April Class cancelled. 
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