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HIST 422 Course Syllabus Fall 2017 
Historical Methodologies: Microhistory 

 
Steven BEDNARSKI 
 
Office:   SJ1 2003 
Office Hour: Wednesdays, 2:30 – 3:30, 

or by appointment 
E-mail*:  stevenb@uwaterloo.ca 
 
*Please note that the instructor replies to e-
mail within 48 hrs., Monday through Friday.  E-
mail is, therefore, a convenient way to com-
municate during the week but it should not be 
relied upon in an emergency or when dead-
lines press.  Please be certain to include first 
and last name, student number, and course 
code in the subject line of all e-mail corre-
spondence. 
 
Course Description: 
 
This course explores microhistory, a contested genre of historical writing, which focuses intently on a single, remark-
able event or moment to shine light on broader contexts. At the same time, microhistorians famously use narrative 
to (re)construct and (re)present past realities.  Students in this course look closely at the uses, abuses, and limitations 
of the genre, and query the relationship between form and content, even as they consider the broader utility (or 
futility) of social history. In the final segment of the course, students participate in an original, dynamic, and collab-
orative microhistorical research project.  Many of the texts studied in HIST 422A deal with microhistories rooted in 
the Europe of the fourteenth through sixteenth centuries. In the fall of 2017, however, the final research project 
requires students to transpose and replicate the lessons they have learned in their study of the more distant past 
onto an exciting case study from World War II England. 
 
Grade Breakdown: 
 
Participation   40% 
Public event reflection 1    5% 
Public event reflection 2    5% 
Final Essay   50%
 
 

MEETINGS: Thursday 9:30 to 10:20 
Important Course Dates: 
 
12 Sept. Mandatory Orientation 
20 Sept. Add period ends 
27 Sept. Drop, no penalty period ends 
28 Sept. Public Event: Digital Archives & History 
11 Oct.  Study Day: No Class 
13 Oct. Make-up class for 11 Oct. 
18 Oct. Public Event: Local History 
25 Oct. Deadline for 50% tuition refund  
20 Nov.  Drop with WD deadline 
6 Dec.  DUE: Final essayss) 
 
 

MEETINGS: Wednesdays 12:30 - 2:20 

 

LOCATION: STJ 3013 
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Learning Outcomes / Course Objectives: 
 

OUTCOME / OBJECTIVE:    CORRESPONDING ASSIGNMENTS: 
 
Review and become familiar with some seminal 
books associated with (early) microhistory. 
 
Understand the importance of experts for the expan-
sion and maintenance of a disciplinary sub-field 
 
Practice, internalize, and attempt to replicate the 
working methodology of microhistory 
 
Practice, internalize, and attempt to replicate the 
written, narrative structure of microhistory 
 
Research and write a technically proficient and per-
suasive essay to support a microhistory in a short pe-
riod of time  

Readings, discussions 
 
 
Readings, discussions, public events 
 
 
Discussions, collaborative experiment, final essay 
 
 
Collaborative experiment, final essay 
 
 
Final essay 
 
.

Required / Core Texts: 
 
The schedule of books is: 

 

Week 1 13 Sept No readings – review of historical methodologies 

Week 2 20 Sept Bednarski, A Poisoned Past 

Week 3 27 Sept Emanuel Le Roy Ladurie, Montaillou: The Promised Land of Error 

Week 4 4 Oct Natalie Zemon Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre 

Week 5 13 Oct Gene Brucker, Giovanni and Lusanna 

Week 6 18 Oct Carlo Ginzburg, The Night Battles 

Week 7 25 Oct Carlo Ginzburg, The Cheese and the Worms 

Week 8 1 Nov Case Study Documents: Sir Herbert Paul Latham 

Week 9 8 Nov Case Study Documents: Sir Herbert Paul Latham 

Week 10 15 Nov Case Study Documents: Sir Herbert Paul Latham 

Week 11 22 Nov Case Study Documents: Sir Herbert Paul Latham 

Week 12 29 Nov Final Class 

 
In addition, the instructor will assign journal articles on a weekly basis from among this list: 
 
Natalie Zemon Davis, “On the Lame.” American Historical Review 93, no. 3 ( June 1988): 572–603.  
 
Robert Finlay, “The Refashioning of Martin Guerre,” The American Historical Review 93, no. 3 ( June 1988): 553–
571. 
 
Carlo Ginzburg and Carlo Poni, “The Name and the Game: Unequal Exchange and the Historical Market- 
place” in Microhistory and the Lost People of Europe, ed. Edward Muir and Guido Ruggiero, trans. 
Eren Branch (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1991), 1–10. 
Edward Muir, “Introduction: Observing Trifles,” in Microhistory and the Lost People of Europe, 
ed. Edward Muir and Guido Ruggiero, trans. Eren Branch (The Johns Hopkins University Press: 
Baltimore, 1991), vii - xviii. 
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Thomas Kuehn, “Reading Microhistory: The Example of Giovanni and Lusanna,” The Journal of Modern History 61, 
No. 3 (September 1989): 512–534. 
Giovanni Levi, “On Microhistory,” in New Perspectives on Historical Writing, ed. Peter Burke (University Park, PA: 
Pennsylvania State University Press, 1991), 97 – 119. 
 
Sigurdur Gylfi Magnusson,  “What is Microhistory?”  History News Network, <http://hnn.us/articles/23720.html>, 
accessed 17 July 2012. 
 
Jim Sharpe, “History from Below,” in New Persecptives on Historical Writing, ed. Peter Burke (University Park, PA: 
Pennsylvanis State University Press, 1991) 25 – 42. 
 
Lawrence Stone, “The Revival of Narrative: Reflections on a New Old History,” Past & Present 85 (November 1979): 
3–24. 
 
Expectations: 
 
Attendance in HIST 422 is strictly mandatory.  Students who do not attend classes will find it very difficult to achieve 
success in this course.  The course begins quickly and students who do not attend the first lecture will be denied 
enrolment. 

 
Students who miss two or more days of class will receive a grade of zero on their overall course participation (NB: 
overall course participation is weighted at 40% of the total course grade, so a grade of zero makes it unlikely such 
students could achieve a passing grade in HIST 422). 
 
Likewise, students who attend a class unprepared will receive zero on that day’s class participation score. Students 
who receive three zeros on their daily participation score will be deemed not to have participated adequately in the 
collective experience of the course and will subsequently receive a final grade of zero on their overall participation 
score. 
 
HIS 422 is an advanced (Honours) university history course.  It presumes familiarity with historical events and ap-
proaches so that it may delve more deeply into a single methodology. It also presumes a high level of technical 
proficiency in the research methods required for successful undergraduate study in the Arts. This includes knowing 
the conventions contained in the Chicago Manual of Style, the standard style guide used in the discipline of History 
in North America. It establishes norms for, among other things, cover pages, footnotes, bibliographic citations, and 
much more. Students who are unfamiliar with the Chicago Manual of Style should obtain a copy and study it closely. 
Similarly, HIST 422 presumes a high level of written competency. Students who wish to review the norms of essay 
writing (e.g. the use of a thesis statement, topic sentences, an exposition, and a conclusion), or those who are unfa-
miliar with the conventions of proficient style (e.g. the horrors of the passive voice, participles, split infinitives, and 
excessive use of the verb ‘to be’) should consult Strunk and White’s Elements of Style, Truss’ Eats, Shoots, and Leaves, 
Gordon’s The Transitive Vampire, and O’Conner’s Woe is I: the Grammarphobe’s Guide to Better English in Plain 
English. It is unacceptable in an Honours course to submit written work that contains typos, subject-verb or pronoun-
verb errors, misspelled words, confused homophones, or other such rudimentary errors. Please proof-read all writ-
ten submissions. Students who require assistance with written communication may benefit from the resources avail-
able through the university Writing and Communication Centre (https://uwaterloo.ca/writing-and-communication-
centre). 
 
 
The readings in this course are significant and students who feel ill equipped to process the equivalent of one long 
book per week in the first six weeks of the course may struggle to achieve success. This intensive immersion is nec-
essary, however, to participate in the collaborative research experiment which takes place in the second half of the 
course.  
 
 

https://uwaterloo.ca/writing-and-communication-centre)
https://uwaterloo.ca/writing-and-communication-centre)
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Participation: 
 
See above for policy on lack of preparation or absences and their impact on participation scores. 
 
The first requirement of participation is attendance. Participation scores reflect from evidence of active student 
engagement.  
 
The total participation score is derived from oral participation in seminars. 
 
Each week, students have the opportunity to earn up to three participation points. These points reflect the calibre 
of oral contributions made during discussions. The first point is for being present and showing signs of understand-
ing. The second is for speaking and making a contribution to class discussion. The third is for demonstrating evi-
dence of deeper thought, asking a complex question, making a more sophisticated contribution, etc. 
 
Students in HIST 422 must also attend two mandatory public events, and prepare a one-page microhistorical brief 
based on something they see or hear. Please arrange personal and work schedules in advance so that you are able 
to attend these two public events. 
 
Assignments: 
 
Students must submit two one- to two-page written microhistorical briefs, and one major research essay of up to 20 
pages plus bibliography to support a component of the collective microhistory project on Sir Herbert Paul Latham in 
WWII. 
 
All written work must be typed using Times New Roman (or something comparable) at a character pitch of 12.  Mar-
gins must be 1” on all sides and the assignment must not have a cover page.  Students must use footnotes as opposed 
to endnotes or parenthetical references.  They should consult the Chicago Manual of Style for further formatting 
details. 
 
Style counts when writing!  The instructor awards points for smooth prose and deducts them for awkward, or incor-
rect, use of the English language.  Students at every level are encouraged to make use of the University of Waterloo’s 
Writing Centre (https://uwaterloo.ca/writing-centre/).   
 
Copies of Assignments:
Students are required to keep paper and/or other reliable back-up copies of all out-of-class assignments.  The in-
structor may require them to resubmit work at any time. 
 
Deadlines: 
The instructor imposes a five per cent late penalty for each day after the due date on all assignments.  This includes 
weekends and holidays. 
 
Please consult the list of important dates at the top of this document for specific assignments’ deadlines. 
 
Academic Integrity: To maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo and its 
Federated University and Affiliated Colleges are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and respon-
sibility. 
 
UW maintains an Academic Integrity Office (www.uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/) as a resource for stu-
dents and instructors. 
 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing academic of-
fences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an 
offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group 

http://www.uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/


 

HIST 422A Syllabus (F2017) Pg. 5 
ver. 09.12.2017 

work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Associate Dean. 
When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under the St. Jerome’s 
University Policy on Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students 
should refer to University of Waterloo Policy 71 (Student Discipline). 
 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been unfair 
or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Students who decide to file a grievance should refer 
to University of Waterloo Policy 70 (Student Petitions and Grievances). For more information, students should con-
tact the Associate Dean of St. Jerome’s University. 
 
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under the St. Jerome’s University 
Policy on Student Discipline or University of Waterloo Policy 70 (Student Petitions and Grievances) if a ground for 
an appeal can be established. In such a case, read St. Jerome's University Policy on Student Appeals. 
 
Note for Students with Disabilities: The AccessAbility Services (AS) Office, located in Needles Hall, Room 1132, col-
laborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities 
without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to 
lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the AS Office at the beginning of each academic term. 
 
Illness and Missed Tests: 
The University of Waterloo Examination Regulations are available online at 
https://uwaterloo.ca/registrar/final-examinations/examination-regulations-and-related-matters. 
 
If a student has a test/examination deferred due to acceptable medical evidence, he/she normally will write the 
test/examination at a mutually convenient time, to be determined by the course instructor.  
 
Students who are ill and unable to meet assignment due dates or write a term test or final examination should seek 
medical treatment and provide confirmation of the illness to the instructor(s) within 48 hours by submitting a com-
pleted University of Waterloo Verification of Illness Form to support requests for accommodation due to illness. The 
University of Waterloo Verification of Illness Form is normally the only acceptable medical documentation and is 
available on line at http://uwaterloo.ca/health-services/student-medical-clinic/services/verification-illness . Stu-
dents who consult their physician or use the services of an off-campus walk-in clinic must provide this form to the 
attending physician for completion; doctors' notes and forms created by the physician or clinic are normally not 
acceptable. 
 
Adjustment of due dates or deferrals of term tests or final examinations are not automatic upon the presentation of 
suitable medical verification. The instructor(s) will use this documentation among all information available to them 
to determine whether accommodation is warranted.  In the case of HIST 115, the instructor(s) only accept(s) UW 
Verification of Illness forms that indicate a Severe illness.  Students who obtain Verification of Illness forms that 
indicate Moderate, Slight, or Negligible illness will under no circumstances be permitted to write a make-up exami-
nation and will receive a grade of zero for that examination. 
 
Note that student travel plans are not acceptable grounds for granting an alternative final examination period. 
 
The University acknowledges that, due to the pluralistic nature of the University community, some students may, 
on religious grounds, require alternative times to write tests and examinations.  

http://www.sju.ca/sites/default/files/Board_of_Governors/Student%20Discipline_20131122-SJUSC-Approved.pdf
http://www.sju.ca/sites/default/files/Board_of_Governors/Student%20Discipline_20131122-SJUSC-Approved.pdf
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
http://www.sju.ca/sites/default/files/Board_of_Governors/Student%20Appeals_20131122-SJUSC-Approved.pdf
http://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/
http://uwaterloo.ca/health-services/student-medical-clinic/services/verification-illness
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Grading Scale: 
The instructor grades written work according to the following scale: 

Letter Grade Numeric Value Instructor’s Description 

   

A+  90-100 Exceptional 

A 85-89 Excellent 

A- 80-84 Excellent 

B+ 77-79 Very good 

B 73-76 Good 

B- 70-72 Good 

C+ 67-69 Competent 

C 63-66 Fairly Competent 

C- 60-62 Fairly Competent 

D+ 57-59 Passing 

D 53-56 Barely passing 

D- 50-52 Barely passing 

F+ 42-49 Marginally failing 

F 35-41 Failing 

F- 0-34 Failing 

 
According to this system, the instructor intends a grade of C-, C, or C+ indicates that the evaluated work meets the 
basic requirements of the assignment.  In order to achieve a mark above C+, the assignment must demonstrate 
superior characteristics such as a sophisticated understanding of the topic, an awareness or ability to use more ad-
vanced methodologies, a creative approach, etc. 
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HIST 422A      Name: _________________________________ 
Final Essay Marking Rubrics   

Format:  Poor   Good  Very Good Excellent 
 

- Line spacing 

- First page headers 

- Page numbers 

- Font size 

 

- Margin size 

- Length (1500 words) 

- Footnotes (Chicago Manual of Style) 

- Bibliography (Chicago Manual of Style) 

Syntax & Grammar: Poor   Good  Very Good Excellent 
 

- Spelling, contractions, homophones (e.g., bear / bare; its / it’s; their / there / they’re) 

- Apostrophes 

- Subject-verb agreement 

- Noun-pronoun agreement 

- Split infinitives 

- Convoluted syntax 

- Sentence fragments 

- Adjectival hyphens (e.g., fourteenth-century people) 

Style:   Poor   Good  Very Good Excellent 
 

- Passive voice 

- Dangling modifiers 

- Run-on sentences 

- Weak or missing topic sentences at start of every paragraph 

Quality of Thesis: Poor   Good  Very Good Excellent 
   lacks focus;  basic  solid  argument shows 
   unclear argument  argument  argument  awareness of historical 
          methodologies 
 
Structure:  Poor   Good  Very Good Excellent 

 
- Development (exposition) of argument (is the argument logically structured?) 
- Persuasiveness of argument (does the argument convince?) 
- Use of historical evidence such as names, dates, events as proof 

 

Quality of Research: Poor   Good  Very Good Excellent 
 

- Consulted a variety of references sources (dictionaries, indices, encyclopaedia, annals, etc.) 

- Located an appropriate mixture of monographs (books) and articles (journals, chapters) 

- Used appropriate scholarly sources and not popular ones (i.e. Wikipedia, personal websites, etc.) 

- Located at least ten relevant secondary sources and at least one primary source 

 

Other Comments: 
 

 
 
 

100 
 


