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History 422          Fall 2017 
 

Instructor: Alex Statiev    

Office: HH 110    Office hours: 9:30-10:30Tu, Th  

Phone: 519-888-4567 x 36647   

E-mail: astatiev@uwaterloo.ca 

 

War, strategy and power in European history 

 

 
 

The seminar introduces students to key books on major aspects of international power 

struggle in Europe from the Early Modern period to World War II. Topics include strategy 

and power, strategic thought, the Military Revolution, war and society, alliances and 

coalitions, women on the battlefield, logistics, the war practices of totalitarian states, and the 

laws of war. Students will read the assigned texts, pinpoint the key arguments and scrutinize 

them during seminar sessions. The weekly reading load is 120-160 pages. They will also 

write a historiographical or research paper in the end of the seminar. 

 

Course Assignments:        Value 

 

1. Class participation        50% 

Weekly discussion of the assigned readings  

 

2. Historiographical or research paper, submitted via email  

(15 to 20 double-spaced pages)       50%  

Due date: 11 December, 5 pm.  
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Papers: 

Historiographical: This should be a critical review of relevant historical writings on any 

topic within Modern European History. You should compare and contrast how various 

historians have discussed a topic of your choice. The bibliography should consist of at least 7 

sources (books and academic articles).  

Research: this should be an analysis of a topic among those discussed in class or any other 

topic within Modern European History. The bibliography should consist of at least 10 

sources (books, academic articles, primary sources, etc.).  

 

The paper should be an analytical piece rather than a narrative. You must receive my 

approval of your topic. Your paper should comply with the guidelines set out by the History 

Student’s Handbook at http://hist.ucalgary.ca/undergraduate. You can also find instructions 

on proper footnoting at http://guides.lib.uoguelph.ca/Chicago. No sources off the Web will be 

accepted unless I approve them but you can use online academic journals and primary 

documents without asking me. Please include in your bibliography only those sources to 

which you refer in the text. Papers with fewer sources will be penalized by a 3% per source 

grade reduction. Failure to meet the deadline will be penalized by a 3% daily grade reduction, 

unless the extension has been explicitly granted before the due date. 

 

Discussion Sessions: 

You are expected to read the assignments and actively participate in each discussion. Failure 

to attend a discussion session results in a grade of 0% for that session; if you fail to 

participate, you will receive no more than C.  
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READING LIST 

 

14 September: Strategy and power 

Paul Kennedy, The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers (New York, NY: Random House, 

1987), Introduction & 73-106, 111-155, 166-177, 182-241.  

 

21 September: The Military Revolution 

Clifford Rogers, ed., The Military Revolution Debate (Boulder: Westview Press, 1995), 1-

111, 169-189, 337-356. 

 

28 September:  Strategic thought 

Carl von Clausewitz, On War (New York, Oxford University Press, 2006), Online, pp.vii-

xxxiii, 13-101 (Book 1; Book 2, chapters 1-3). 

 

5 October: Factors of strategy 

 Beatrice Heuser, The Evolution of Strategy (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

2010), pp.113-146, 152-170, 179-197, 313-345. 

 William H. McNeill, The Pursuit of Power. Technology, Armed Force and Society 

since A.D.1000 (The University of Chicago Press. Chicago: 1982), pp.185-200, 215-

222. 

 

19 October:  Logistics 

Martin van Creveld, Supplying war: Logistics from Wallenstein to Patton (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1977), 1-3, 40-180.  

 

26 October: Morality and the laws of war 

Geoffrey Best, Humanity in Warfare (New York: Columbia University Press, 1980), 1-22; 

41-112; 121-190. 

 

2 November: Nazis in arms 

Omer Bartov, Hitler's Army (Oxford: OUP, 1992), 3-28, 59-118, 135-186.  

 

9 November: Women on the battlefield 

Roger Markwick and Euridice Cardona, Soviet Women on the Frontline (Houndmills: 

Palgrave Macmillan, 2012), pp.7-17, 25-31, 56-104, 111-148, 203-248. 

 

16 November: Coalitions 

Richard Overy, Why the Allies Won (London: Jonathan Cape, 1995), 1-24, 180-281, 314-325. 

 

23 November: The War Face of Totalitarianism  

 Alex Statiev,“Penal Units in the Red Army”, Europe-Asia Studies, 62(5), July 2010, 

721-747. 

 Alex Statiev, “Blocking Units in the Red Army”, The Journal of Military History, 

76(2), April 2012, 475-495 (History Reading Room). 

 Alex Statiev, “‘La Garde meurt mais ne se rend pas!’: Once Again on the 28 Panfilov 

Heroes”, Kritika: Explorations in Russian and Eurasian History, (October 2012), 13 

(4), 769-798. 

 Alex Statiev, Soviet Partisan Violence against Soviet Civilians: Targeting their own”, 

Europe-Asia Studies 66/9 (2014), 1525-52. 
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Academic Integrity 

In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of  

Waterloo community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility.  See 

the UWaterloo Academic Integritity Webpage (https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/) and the Arts 

Academic Integrity Office Webpage (http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/current-undergraduates/academic-

responsibility) for more information.  

Grievance 

A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been unfair 

or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70, Student Petitions and 

Grievances, Section 4 (https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70). 

When in doubt please be certain to contact the department’s administrative assistant who will provide 

further assistance.  

Discipline 

A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity to avoid committing academic 

offenses and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action 

constitutes an offense, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offenses (e.g., plagiarism, 

cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course 

professor, academic advisor, or the undergraduate associate dean. For information on categories of 

offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71, Student Discipline 

(http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm). For typical penalties check Guidelines 

for the Assessment of Penalties 

(http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/guidelines/penaltyguidelines.htm).  

Appeals 

A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70, Student Petitions and Grievances (other than a 

petition) or Policy 71, Student Discipline may be appealed if there is a ground. A student who 

believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72, Student Appeals 

(http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm).  

 

Grading: 

This course uses a letter scale. This is how the letter grades are converted to percentages: 

 

A+ 95 

A 87 

A- 82 

B+ 78 

B 75 

B- 72 

C+ 68 

C 65 

C- 62 

D+ 58 

D 55 

D- 52 

F 38 
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