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STV 210 & HIST 212 Syllabus Winter 2020 

STV 210 & HIST 212: The Computing Society 

Territorial Acknowledgements 

I acknowledge that I live and work on the traditional territory of the Neutral, Anishnaabe, and 
Haudenosaunee peoples. The University of Waterloo is situated on the Haldimand Tract, land promised 
to Six Nations, which includes six miles on each side of the Grand River. 

Calendar Description 

This course examines the historical relationship between computer technology and society, to review the 
impact and consequences of computing from a social perspective but also to consider the various non-
technical factors and values that have shaped computing technology and practice. The scope ranges from 
early mechanical aids, through the mid-20th century invention of electronic digital computers, to the 
networks and mobile applications of the 21st century, and includes technological studies relating to 
gender, education, employment, and war. Material artifacts will be used as a core element of the course. 

Credit weight: 0.5 / Prerequisite: None 

Location & Hours 
• Lectures: RCH 309, 6:30-9:20 Tuesdays 
• Mid-terms: RCH 309 & RCH 110, Feb 11 and March 31 

Instructor and Teaching Assistant 
• Scott Campbell 

Office hours: Tuesday 11am-1pm 
E5 Room 6107 
519-888-4567 x35635 

• Wendy Stocker 
Office hours: Email for appointment 
E5 Room 6104 
519-888-4567 x36215 

Course Objectives 

When students have finished the course they should be able to: 

• Identify historical computing technologies, people, places, activities and related events. 
• Use sound historical thinking to explain, contextualize, and assess past and current computing 

technologies, people, places, activities and related events. 

mailto:scott.campbell@uwaterloo.ca
mailto:wlstocker@uwaterloo.ca
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• Describe various social and technological practices, relationships, and values that are 
connected to the rise, use, and decline of computing technologies. 

• Analyze textual and material artifacts, carry out straightforward historical research, and compose 
arguments of a historical nature. 

Use of LEARN 

Use LEARN for access to lecture slides, assignment instructions and drop boxes, course readings and 
study questions, an optional course discussion forum, and other resources. Weekly guides are posted at 
least a week ahead of time; lecture slides are posted at least a day before the lecture. 

Textbook and readings 

To save you some money, I did not put a courseware package together. This would have cost more than a 
single textbook, and should save you about $70. Instead, I will assign weekly readings from ebooks or 
articles available through the library, PDFs posted to LEARN, or free webpages. You can download and 
print them yourself. 

In the first five weeks, we’ll use the first five chapters from Martin Campbell-Kelly et al., Computer: A 
History of the Information Machine, Third Edition, Sloan Technology Series (Westview Press, 2013). The 
physical copy is on 3-hour reserves under call number UWD 1410 at the Davis Centre Library, or you can 
download chapter PDFs via the library ebook (WARNING: you can only download and print a limited 
number of pages, and Chapter 1-5 will use most of that up). 

The required readings should be completed before the associated lecture, and the in-class engagement 
activities will frequently depend on the readings. It shouldn't take more than one or two hours each week 
to prepare, depending on how fast you read and how dedicated you are. 

It is a good idea to print the required readings. The tests are open-book and the test questions assume 
that students have the readings on hand. 

Supplementary readings are optional and are provided for background, research purposes, or private 
study. 

Schedule 

All assignment deadlines and test dates are fixed. However, lecture topics and readings may change and 
the topic schedule below is tentative. Always check the overview and reading guide on LEARN for details. 

Wk. Date Topic Event/Deadline 

1 Jan. 7 Why Not Washing Machines?  

2 Jan. 14 Computing Before Computers  

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/waterloo/detail.action?docID=1121291
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Wk. Date Topic Event/Deadline 

3 Jan. 21 Punching Papers  

4 Jan. 28 Inventing the Computer Assignment 1 

5 Feb. 4 The Business Machine  

6 Feb. 11  Test 1 

  Reading week  

7 Feb. 25 Artifacts and Evidence  

8 Mar. 3 Computer Labour  

9 Mar. 10 Personal Perspectives  

10 Mar. 17 Women and Computing Assignment 2 

11 Mar. 24 Back to the Future  

12 Mar. 31  Test 2 

Visit the Registrar’s calendar or the 2019-20 UW Undergraduate Calendar for more information 
regarding university dates for drop deadlines and related dates. 

Evaluation 

Evaluation Value Brief description 

Tests 50% Two tests, 25% each, no final 

In-class engagement 30% Once per week over ten weeks, drop lowest two 

Assignments 20% Two short reports, 10% each 

https://uwaterloo.ca/registrar/important-dates/calendar
https://ugradcalendar.uwaterloo.ca/page/uWaterloo-Calendar-Events-and-Academic-Deadlines
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Tests (50%) 

There will be two tests worth 25% each. Both tests are open-book; electronic devices that can share 
information wirelessly or connect to the internet are prohibited. The first test will deal exclusively with 
material covered up to that point of the course. The second test will emphasize concepts and historical 
events from the second half of the course, but students are encouraged to draw on material from the 
whole course. 

Engagement (30%) 

Students are expected to attend class and be prepared to engage with the material. Setting aside the week 
of the tests (week 6 and 12) there are ten weeks with in-class engagement activities. Normally, students 
work in groups, but individual activities may occur. Hard-copy answer are submitted at the end of the 
lecture. Each submission will be graded out of four, and your lowest two grades will be dropped from the 
final engagement grade (30% divided by 8 is 3.75% per engagement activity). 

The general goal of the engagement activities is to reinforce course content and practise skills in critical 
thinking and collaboration. 

A specific rubric will be provided each week, but there are general expectations: 

• How to get a good engagement grade 
◦ do everything you're asked to do 
◦ use course material from the lectures and readings 
◦ provide specific, concrete examples and show how the examples are linked to your thinking 
◦ clear communication: use prose (full sentences) for arguments; use point form for lists for 

brainstorming 
◦ ask for help if uncertain about expectations 

• How NOT to get a good engagement grade 
◦ offer "yes/no/sometimes" or similarly weak answers 
◦ make stuff up or rely on overly general or abstract examples 
◦ tell the reader what you’re thinking when you can show the reader 
◦ assume that “no one right answer" means that "every answer is as good as any other" 

Assignments 

There are two individual assignments (see schedule for deadlines). These are not essays, but are 
structured more like reports, with specific sections intended to demonstrate particular skills and 
knowledge. Instructions and rubrics will be provided in class and online. 

Notes for assignment submissions 

Only one submission is permitted. All electronic assignments must be submitted to LEARN; do NOT email 
any submission to the instructor or TA unless requested. Unclaimed paper assignments and tests will be 
retained by the instructor for one year. After that time, they will be destroyed by shredding. Electronic 
correspondence will be deleted. 
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Any assignment word count guidelines are expectations, not hard limits. Shorter or longer submissions 
are acceptable, but students may be penalized if, in the view of the marker, more or fewer words would 
be beneficial. 

Writing Assistance and Guidance 

Students with concerns should ask for help as early as possible. Students can request that the instructor 
or TA review a final draft, if the draft is complete, submission-ready, and the student can meet with the 
instructor or TA to discuss the draft at least one business day before the deadline. 

Bonus grades 

There may be a few opportunities for bonus grades this term. If so, the bonuses will amount to 3% or less. 

Policies 

The following sections are University policies that apply to every undergraduate course at the University 
of Waterloo and must appear on a syllabus. 

Academic integrity & discipline 

In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo community 
are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. A student is expected to 
know what constitutes academic integrity to avoid committing an academic offence, and to take 
responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or 
who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group 
work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course instructor, academic advisor, or the 
undergraduate Associate Dean. For information on categories of offences and types of penalties, students 
should refer to Policy 71, Student Discipline. For typical penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment of 
Penalties. 

Appeals and grievances 

A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 (Student Petitions and Grievances) (other than a 
petition) or Policy 71 (Student Discipline) may be appealed if there is a ground. A student who believes 
he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer to Policy 72 (Student Appeals). A student who believes 
that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have 
grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70, Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4. When in 
doubt please contact your academic advisor for further assistance. 

Students with disabilities 

AccessAbility Services, located in Needles Hall, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange 
appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity 
of the curriculum. If you require academic accommodations, please register with AccessAbility at the 
beginning of each academic term. It is also your responsibility to contact the instructor as soon as 
possible. 

http://www.uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/
http://www.uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/guidelines/penaltyguidelines.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/guidelines/penaltyguidelines.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm
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Religious accommodation 

Students who require religious accommodation in this course should contact the instructor immediately 
at the beginning of term and consult the UW “Examination Regulations and related matters” policy. 

Service interruptions 

The University of Waterloo service interruption policy outlines what to expect in the event of a service 
interruption. In general, an interruption must last four or more hours and/or overlap with a deadline 
before accommodations are required. 

Course policies 

The following policies are specific to this course and my own way of doing things. 

Mental health 

I take mental health concerns seriously. Students who are experiencing anxiety, stress or other mental 
health issues, whether related to this course or not, are welcome to visit my office and chat. I'll listen and 
do what I can to help. There are mental health professionals available at UW's Counselling Services and 
Campus Wellness programs. You are not alone. 

Late assignments 

In-class group work must be submitted before the end of class. 

The two individual assignments can be submitted late, but will be penalized one percent of the overall 
course grade per 24-hour period past the deadline (including weekends) to a maximum of the 
assignment value. 

Exceptions and extensions 

To be fair to everyone in the course, extensions are not normally available. Exceptions to this or any other 
course policy will require documentation and, wherever possible, advance notice. Family emergencies 
and illnesses are fair reasons for an exception; heavy course loads or a failure to plan ahead and allocate 
enough time to this course are not fair. 

Students who miss a deadline or class because of illness must contact the instructor within 48 hours of 
the missed event, and must supply a University of Waterloo Verification of Illness form within one week to 
obtain an extension. 

Groups vs individual work 

There is regular in-class group work in this course. Some students dislike working in groups because of 
the apparent lack of efficiency. This is a feature, not a bug. Working with other people means slowing 
down, paying attention to other perspectives, and expressing yourself constructively. In the “real world” 
nobody works in complete isolation for long. 

https://uwaterloo.ca/registrar/final-examinations/examination-regulations-and-related-matters
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/service-interruptions-online-learning-environment-guidelines
https://uwaterloo.ca/campus-wellness/counselling-services
https://uwaterloo.ca/campus-wellness/counselling-services


STV 210 & HIST 212 / Scott Campbell / STV 210 & HIST 212 Syllabus Winter 2020 

7 

All group members share the same grade and the same penalties for any work submitted, so it's 
important to work together graciously. If you don't like how your group is working, you should let them 
know. You are also free to choose a new group the following week. You can ask the instructor to mediate 
any conflicts. 

For individual work students are required to develop their own ideas, do their own research and write 
their own words. However, they are also encouraged to discuss their ideas and to get help proofreading 
drafts with classmates, colleagues, friends, or family members. It is, quite frankly, difficult to develop an 
idea in isolation or proofread your own writing. However, students who collaborate excessively to the 
point of copying ideas without attribution will be charged with academic dishonesty. 

Time conflicts 

I do not sign course override forms for time conflicts since no student should be forced to miss one 
course for another. 

Other instructors may schedule midterm tests that conflict with this course's official lecture time. 
However, since that person created the conflict he/she is obligated to provide alternate test 
accommodations. See University of Waterloo Examination Regulations and Related Matters. Students are 
expected to notify their instructors of such conflicts as soon as possible. 

Gender-inclusive language 

Gender-inclusive language should be used in the interests of precision and politeness. Don't use the word 
“man” to refer to everyone or all humans in general because not all humans are men; use “people” or 
another gender-neutral or gender-inclusive term instead. Similarly, don't use “he” to refer to a person 
unless you know that person is male and prefers to be identified as male. Here’s one website to 
familiarize yourself with gender-fair language in your writing. 

Excessive disruptions, smartphones and computers 

Arriving late to class or using smartphones or laptops inappropriately in class can be disruptive to the 
entire class. Excessive disruptions will not be tolerated. 

Studies have shown repeatedly that misuse of laptops and smartphones in class correlates to lower 
grades. Ask yourself if the trade-off is worth it. 

Feedback 

I encourage course feedback at all times. Contact me directly or submit feedback to the Anonymous 
Feedback Survey on the website. I will address all concerns transparently as soon as possible. 

Final grades 

At the end of term, any missing work is assigned a grade of zero. 

There are no sympathy grades at the end of term for students who feel that they need or deserve a 
certain grade but did not earn it. Students who are looking to achieve a grade within a particular range 
should see me or the TA for assistance before submitting an assignment or writing a test. 

http://ugradcalendar.uwaterloo.ca/page/Regulations-Overview
http://www2.ncte.org/statement/genderfairuseoflang/
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Final grades are not curved or modified before submission to the Registrar, although they will be 
rounded to whole integers. 


