
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) for applying for a 
Nanofellowship 

WHEN IS THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING MY APPLICATION? 

ApplicaƟons are due by February 1 at 11:59:59 pm. 

I AM AN INTERNATIONAL STUDENT. AM I ELIGIBLE FOR THE AWARD? 

Yes, InternaƟonal students, Canadian ciƟzens and Permanent Residents of Canada are eligible 
for the WIN Nanofellowship. 

I HAVE JUST COMPLETED A MASTERS DEGREE FROM UWATERLOO AND I AM NOW CONTINUING MY GRADUATE 
STUDIES FOR AS A PHD AT UWATERLOO. AM I CONSIDERED AN EXISTING OR A PROSPECTIVE STUDENT? 

Yes, you would be a prospecƟve student. Please sign the consent form to review your University 
of Waterloo graduate applicaƟon and that you will not need to re-ask your references to supply 
a duplicate leƩer of reference for you. 

I HAVE COMPLETED A MASTERS DEGREE FROM ANOTHER UNIVERSITY AND AM APPLYING FOR PHD STUDIES AT 
UWATERLOO. AM I CONSIDERED AN EXISTING OR A PROSPECTIVE STUDENT? 

You would be considered a ProspecƟve Student if you completed a Masters degree from 
another university. 

DOES MY SUPERVISOR NEED TO BE A WIN MEMBER TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR A NANOFELLOWSHIP? 

No, your supervisor does not need to be a WIN member. You must demonstrate that your 
research is directly related to and contributes to the advancement of knowledge and 
understanding of the field of Nanotechnology. 

IF MY SUPERVISOR IS A WIN MEMBER, I AM WONDERING IF PROVIDING BOTH REFERENCES FROM THE UWATERLOO 
IS PREFERRED OR WILL HAVE A SPECIAL CONSIDERATION DURING REVIEWING PROCESS? 

Please refer to slide 7 on the following link for the list of acceptable references: Eligibility and 
Guidelines 2024.pptx 

WHOM SHOULD I ASK TO PROVIDE A LETTER OF REFERENCE FOR ME? 

Please refer to slide 7 on the following link for the list of acceptable references: Eligibility and 
Guidelines 2024.pptx 

 

 



THE PROGRAM GUIDE DOES NOT HAVE REFERENCES LISTED AS A REQUIREMENT FOR PROSPECTIVE GRADUATE 
STUDENTS WHILE THE PRESENTATION SAYS IT WILL COUNT AS 20% OF THE EVALUATION. ARE REFERENCES 
REQUIRED FOR PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS OR NOT? IF NOT, ARE THEY A WAY TO B 

For the prospecƟve student applicaƟons, the consent provided by the applicant to review their 
UWaterloo graduate applicaƟon and the reference leƩers already submiƩed to UWaterloo will 
be reviewed. ProspecƟve students’ reference leƩers are evaluated at 20% of the overall score, 
the same as for exisƟng students. 

THE AWARD IS FOR $10,000 CAD PAID OUT OVER 2 TERMS. CAN I APPLY FOR ONLY ONE TERM TO RECEIVE $5,000 
CAD? 

No, a student must have at least two full terms leŌ in their graduate program in order to be 
eligible to win the award. 

DO I HAVE TO BE ENROLLED IN THE COLLABORATIVE GRADUATE NANOTECHNOLOGY OPTION TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR 
THE SCHOLARSHIP? 

No, you do not need to be enrolled in the CollaboraƟve Graduate Nanotechnology 
program/opƟon. You must demonstrate that your research is directly related to and contributes 
to the advancement of knowledge and understanding of the field of nanotechnology. 

CAN THE NANOFELLOWSHIP AWARD BE HELD SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH OTHER AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS 
(SUCH AS NSERC, OGS OR THE ENGINEERING EXCELLENCE FELLOWSHIP)? 

The WIN Nanofellowship does not restrict the number of other awards a student can hold. 
There are, however, some awards that do restrict the number or amount of 
scholarships/monetary awards you can receive. You will need to check with those agencies for 
compaƟbility and compliance guidelines. 

WHAT ARE MY CHANCES OF WINNING A NANOFELLOWSHIP? 

Every year is different, depending on the performance of the endowment. In a typical year, an 
applicaƟon has a 25-30% chance of winning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) for Existing students 
applying for a Nanofellowship 
The second secƟon of the FAQs applies to exisƟng Nanofellowship applicaƟons only. If you have 
further quesƟons, please contact us at win-office@uwaterloo.ca. 

WHAT IS THE DEFINITION OF AN EXISTING STUDENT? 

ExisƟng Students are defined as a student who has been accepted to UWaterloo Graduate 
Studies, has made tuiƟon arrangements and have started their program with courses and/or 
conducƟng research. In this case, you are to complete the form for ExisƟng Students 
EXISTING STUDENT ApplicaƟon for the WIN Nanofellowship Program 2024 to include your 
most recent and complete transcripts and make arrangements for two (2) leƩers of reference. 

Please read the guidelines for ExisƟng Students. 

AM I AN EXISTING STUDENT? 

You are an exisƟng student if you have already started your program – ie: you started your 
research program, taking courses and have made tuiƟon arrangements. 

I APPLIED TO UWATERLOO GRADUATE STUDIES AND WAS ACCEPTED, AND RECENTLY STARTED MY PROGRAM. AM 
I CONSIDERED “PROSPECTIVE”? 

No, if you have already been accepted and started your degree program, you are considered an 
exisƟng student and will need to complete the exisƟng student applicaƟon form and you will 
need to arrange for new leƩers of reference to be sent to WIN. Your original applicaƟon to 
UWaterloo Graduate Studies is no longer kept on file as too much Ɵme has passed and your 
applicaƟon status within your home department has changed. 

I WAS WONDERING IF MY REFEREES NEED TO SUBMIT SEPARATE REFERENCE LETTERS TO YOUR EMAIL DIRECTLY 
OR IF YOU WILL BE LOOKING ON MY QUEST ACCOUNT AT THE REFERENCES FORMS THERE? 

If you are an exisƟng student fill out the online applicaƟon form with your reference’s work 
email and they will automaƟcally be sent a link to the online reference form to complete as a 
reference leƩer.  

I WOULD LIKE TO APPLY TO THE NANOFELLOWSHIP, AND I WONDER IF THE REFERENCE CAN BE FROM ANOTHER 
INSTITUTION (FOR EXAMPLE THE UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO)? 

It is advisable that ExisƟng Students request at least one (1) leƩer of reference from UW, 
preferably from your thesis supervisor (unless your research work has not yet started by the 
Ɵme of submiƫng your Nanofellowship applicaƟon). Please see the list of preferred references 
found on slide 7 of this link: Eligibility and Guidelines 2024.pptx 

 



IS THERE A TIME LIMIT THAT I CAN BE IN MY GRADUATE PROGRAM TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE NANOFELLOWSHIP? 

The evaluaƟon commiƩee will consider all applicaƟons on an individual basis, but typically 
Master students who have completed 2 years of study, and PhD students who have completed 5 
years of study would be considered beyond the typical Ɵme limit for consideraƟon of the award. 

I HAVE ALREADY WON A NANOFELLOWSHIP. CAN I APPLY AGAIN? 

Students are eligible to win the Nanofellowship twice over the enƟre graduate career at 
UWaterloo. If a student wins a Nanofellowship during their Masters degree, they are eligible to 
win once more if they conƟnue PhD studies at UWaterloo. 

 


