
Ontario Universities Consortium Questions
Refer to the Ontario consortium codebook for response option values.

Variable Class Mean Mean Sig 
b

Effect size 
c

1.

FY 1.94 2.11 *** -.22

SR 1.95 2.18 *** -.31

FY 1.63 1.75 *** -.16

SR 1.70 1.84 *** -.18

FY 1.99 2.00  -.02

SR 1.76 1.83 * -.09

FY 1.66 1.81 *** -.21

SR 1.99 2.07 *** -.11

FY 1.53 1.59 *** -.09

SR 1.73 1.78  -.07

FY 1.37 1.42 ** -.08

SR 1.44 1.50 ** -.09

FY 1.27 1.25  .03

SR 1.27 1.22 ** .10

FY 1.14 1.17 ** -.08

SR 1.14 1.20 *** -.11

FY 1.08 1.15 *** -.17

SR 1.09 1.16 *** -.16

FY 2.65 2.83 *** -.24

SR 2.65 2.81 *** -.20

FY

SR

NSSE 2011 Mean Comparisons 
 a

Ontario Universities Consortium 

University of Waterloo

UW
UW compared with

Ontario

Please indicate the degree to which the following factors pose, 

or have posed, an obstacle to your academic progress:

1a. Financial pressures or work obligations ONT1101A

1b. Personal or family problems ONT1101B

1c. Your academic performance at university ONT1101C

1d. Course availability/scheduling ONT1101D

1e. Lack of good academic advising ONT1101E

1f. Difficulties with academic regulations ONT1101F

1g. Language/cultural barriers ONT1101G

1h. Difficulties associated with a disability or chronic health condition ONT1101H

1i. Primary care giving responsibilities for a dependent ONT1101I

2.
My professors make students aware of their research activity and apply their 

research to their teaching.
ONT1102

3.

From the list below, please check up to 2 items you believe your university most 

needs to address to improve the student academic/learning experience in the 

classroom.

ONT1103 d

a
 Weighted by gender and enrollment status (and size for comparisons)

b
 * p<.05, ** p<.01, ***p<.001 

c
 Mean difference divided by the pooled SD

d
 Resp. set is categorical
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FY

SR

FY

SR

6.

FY 3.78 3.65 *** .14

SR 3.46 3.53  -.07

FY 3.38 3.34  .04

SR 3.56 3.57  .00

FY 3.30 3.21 ** .09

SR 3.15 3.27 ** -.11

FY 3.40 3.40  .00

SR 3.00 3.21 *** -.20

FY 3.56 3.27 *** .27

SR 3.46 3.28 ** .16

FY 3.42 3.29 *** .10

SR 3.14 2.99 ** .12

FY 3.29 3.32  -.03

SR 2.84 2.96 * -.10

4.

From the list below, please check up to 2 items you believe your university most 

needs to address to improve the student academic/learning experience outside 

the classroom.

ONT1104 d

5.

While enrolled at this institution, where have you experienced a sense of 

community on campus (i.e. felt you were part of a group that shares common 

interests, goals, values, and experiences)? (Check all that apply.)

ONT1105 d

Please rate the quality of the information you received from the university in the 

summer preceding, and during the first few weeks of classes this year, with respect to:

6a. The content and focus of your academic program ONT1106A

6b. How you would be evaluated in your courses (tests, assignments, etc.) ONT1106B

6c. The level of difficulty to expect in your courses ONT1106C

6d. How to access learning and study support services ONT1106D

6e. The structure and requirements of your co-op program (if applicable) ONT1106E

6f. The cost of attending university ONT1106F

6g. The availability of financial aid (OSAP, scholarships, bursaries, etc.) ONT1106G

a
 Weighted by gender and enrollment status (and size for comparisons)

b
 * p<.05, ** p<.01, ***p<.001 

c
 Mean difference divided by the pooled SD

d
 Resp. set is categorical
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Variable Class Mean Mean Sig 
b

Effect size 
c

NSSE 2011 Mean Comparisons 
 a

Ontario Universities Consortium 

University of Waterloo

UW
UW compared with

Ontario

FY 3.26 3.17 ** .08

SR 2.47 2.66 *** -.18

FY 3.36 3.22 *** .13

SR 2.61 2.79 *** -.16

FY 3.19 2.91 *** .24

SR 2.72 2.59 ** .11

FY 3.04 3.07  -.02

SR 2.77 2.90 ** -.12

FY

SR

FY 2.31 2.14 ** .15

SR 2.50 2.25 *** .20

FY

SR

FY

SR

FY 1.60 2.37 *** -.66

SR 1.43 2.03 *** -.53

6h. Common academic problems faced by students in your year and program ONT1106H

6i. How to access personal support services (counselling, etc.) ONT1106I

6j. Career opportunities after graduation ONT1106J

6k. What to expect of interactions with instructors inside and outside the classroom ONT1106K

Please select your most frequently used form of transportation between your 

place of lodging and the university.
ONT1110 d

7. Do you live in residence? ONT1107 d

8.
About how many hours do you spend in a typical week on your university’s 

campus, outside of time spent in class?
ONT1108

11.
For your most frequently used form of transportation between your place of 

lodging and the university, select how long the trip normally takes (one way).
ONT1111

PSIS: 35017001

9. Where are you currently living? ONT1109 d

10.

a
 Weighted by gender and enrollment status (and size for comparisons)

b
 * p<.05, ** p<.01, ***p<.001 

c
 Mean difference divided by the pooled SD

d
 Resp. set is categorical
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