
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the Speaker 

Dr. Roy Brouwer is the 
Executive Director of the 
Water Institute at the 
University of Waterloo. He is 
also a Professor in the 
Department of Economics, 
and a University Research 
Chair in Water Resources 
Economics.  

About the Series 

The Lake Futures Webinar 
Series showcases research on 
adaptive lake and watershed 
solutions that minimize trade 
offs between ecosystem 
health, water use and 
economic growth. The series 
promotes sharing and 
discussion about how these 
solutions can be used to 
improve water management 
outcomes. 
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KEY MESSAGES  

• Economic valuation studies of water quality in Canada 

generally lack a common valuation framework to be able 

to compare valuation results over time and space.  

• Public awareness and understanding of water quality 

issues in the Great Lakes Basin is limited. 

• Canadian and US residents generally value water quality 

improvements and are willing to pay for these 

improvements over and above their current water bill. 

• Public willingness to pay differs across lakes and 

ecosystem services associated with water quality 

improvements.  

• Although hypothetical, public willingness to pay 

estimates provide important value cues about what the 

Great Lakes are worth to taxpayers and the potential cost 

recovery of future investment decisions in the Great 

Lakes Basin. 

 

NEXT STEPS 

• Public awareness raising campaigns could improve public 

understanding of the social, economic and environmental 

values of the Great Lakes.  

• Follow-up surveys will be used to show how robust public 

willingness to pay is for water quality improvements over 

time. 

• Public willingness to pay estimates can be used to initiate 

conversations about and justify future investments in 

water quality improvements in the Great Lakes. 

 

RESOURCES 

Visit our website for details and registration on upcoming 

webinars in this series, and recordings of previous webinars.  

Subscribe to our mailing list for research updates and events. 

https://uwaterloo.ca/lake-futures/webinars
https://uwaterloo.ca/lake-futures/subscribe

