
ENRICHING SPECIAL COLLECTIONS & ARCHIVES 
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO LIBRARY

Special Collections & Archives is home to rare items 

that can only be found at the University of Waterloo. 

Our unique historical materials have helped to distinguish Waterloo as an 

internationally recognized destination for specialized research. However, 

the market for these items is highly competitive and fast-paced. In order 

to sustain our vibrant archival and rare book collections, we need to act 

quickly to acquire new pieces when they become available. 

LEARNING FROM LIVING HISTORIES

By securing these resources, we provide scholars with new insight into the 

past that can inform choices of vital importance to society. Collections 

focusing on women in work, politics, and education support research 

which can bring health and equality to the lives of girls and women. Our 

unique collections on mid-century spiritualist practices support research 

into cultural grieving practices, important for better understanding 

mental health in a social context. Collected materials from the field of 

environmental studies provide researchers with historical data useful in 

creating both policy and practical solutions to global environmental issues. 

These collections and more like them can be expanded to provide an even 

deeper understanding of events that have shaped our world. 

Studies show that we’re 

enriched by exposure 

to diverse views and 

experiences. Building our 

archival collection adds to our 

understanding of the world, 

and how we came to be where 

we are right now. 

TREVOR HOLMES, 

CENTRE FOR TEACHING EXCELLENCE  

RARE MATERIALS, 
PRICELESS INSIGHT



INSPIRING OUR BRILLIANT STUDENTS

Special Collections & Archives is proud to support every stage of education  

at Waterloo. In addition to serving faculty and graduate students, we partner 

with undergraduate instructors to introduce their students to research with 

primary sources.

Working with archival materials instils confidence in our students and helps 

them to see connections between history and their own lives. By handling 

personal items from the past, they form a deeper understanding of the 

stories and ideas that they explore in their coursework. We can build on these 

meaningful experiences by acquiring more resources that excite and inspire. 

YOU CAN HELP

Your gift to Special Collections & Archives will allow us to add rare items to 

the Library, preserving them and making them accessible to inquiring minds. 

Please join us as we continue to build remarkable collections that shape our 

worldview and inform choices that improve our society.

I remember being shocked that we could hold books 

from the 1600s. That was a great experience, especially 

for someone who’s an avid reader. 

OLIVIA CARVALHO, FINE ARTS STUDENT 
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RECENT ADDITIONS 
“Women’s Work” –  

a collection of Victorian ads 

depicting the role of women 

in the household. 

Diary of Emma Clough’s 

visit to Washington in 1884, 

including meetings with 

President Arthur,  

Frederick Douglass, and 

Susan B. Anthony. 

Collection of queer 

pulp fiction. 

Scrapbooks from the town 

of Lily Dale, containing 

articles, advertisements, 

and notes related  

to spiritualism. 

Correspondence between 

members of the Bowman 

family, discussing issues in 

Waterloo Region and the 

American Civil War. 

TO MAKE A GIFT TO SPECIAL 
COLLECTIONS & ARCHIVES, 
PLEASE CONTACT 

Cathy Wessels, Library Advancement 

cwessels@uwaterloo.ca

519-888-4567, ext. 31733

Ask us how to make a lasting impact 

with an endowed gift to the Library.

uwaterloo.ca/library




