
Nominee’s name: Pavel Shuldiner (my Starbucks name is Paul, though). 

Program (Masters/PhD, department): PhD, Statistics. 

Year of study: 2 

The board position nominated for:  Statistics and Actuarial Sciences Departmental Director 

 

A short one-paragraph statement of interest outlining why the nominee would be a good fit for 

the position: 

If elected to power, I will wield it to full extent to make graduate students in SAS gangster again. 

I am a huge proponent of bad puns (I frequently ask others "what’s good in the ‘hood” when 

discussing likelihood).  

But to keep it real (as we say in the streets), I would gladly fill this role as I care about fostering 

a stronger sense of community within SAS. Also, I would go to all the meetings, almost surely. 

 

 

Nominee's name: Andrej Vukovic 

Program: Master's (this summer), PhD (starting Sept. 2019), Department of Pure Mathematics 

Year of study: Starting 1st year of PhD in Sept. 2019 (currently a Master's student) 

Board position nominated for: Pure Math Director 

 

Statement of interest: I am applying for the position of Pure Math Director because I would 

really enjoy representing my fellow math graduate students and feel I have the skills necessary 

for that task. This year, I was part of a team that helped organize an upcoming trip to the 

Canadian Undergraduate Mathematics Conference, which more than 20 Waterloo students will 

be attending later in July. To that end, I helped negotiate for funding through meetings and 

emails and helped work out the logistics of the trip (registrations, rooming applications, travel, 

etc.). Throughout the process, I was available via email to students planning to attend the 

conference and kept them informed about it while also making sure they met the application 

deadlines. I believe this shows I am suited to being part of the Math GSA. 

 

 

Nominee’s name: Abel Molina 

Program (Masters/PhD, department): PhD, Computer Science 



Year in program: Just beginning the 4th year (I expect to be able to serve for the full term of one 

year) 

 

The board position nominated for: Computer Science Departmental Director 

A short one-paragraph statement of interest outlining why the nominee would be a good fit for 

the position: 

After first coming here for the end of my undergrad, I am now in my 7th year at UW, and 5th as 

a grad student. I believe I can use that experience to be in tune with the concerns of the members 

of the grad student community. I will keep CS grad students in the loop about UW Math GSA 

activities, and work on making the Math Faculty a friendly and productive space for working and 

learning, and generally making sure that what the grad student collective brings to the table is 

rewarded appropriately. Regarding previous organizing experience, I was the lead broadcast 

organizer when Waterloo hosted the International Olympiad in Informatics, and I also held for 

several terms the position of Librarian for the undergraduate math club, as well as assorted 

executive positions in the UW Metal Club. I additionally assisted with the data efforts of the last 

reelection campaign for the member of the Ontario parliament who represents Waterloo. Finally, 

I am happy to hear from you and answer any questions, over at amolinap@uwaterloo.ca. I look 

forwards to hearing from you all and, if elected, working hard to continue with all the initiatives 

the Math GSA is undertaking and starting new ones! 

 

 

Nominee Name: Nathan King 

Program: PhD, Computer Science 

Year of Study: Second year in Fall 2019 

Position Nominated for: Departmental Director or Treasurer 

 

Statement of Interest for Departmental Director: 

 

I am interested in the position of Computer Science Departmental Director. During my BSc, I 

had the pleasure of serving as the President of the Physics Society at Memorial University of 

Newfoundland. I also enjoyed a position as the Treasurer for the SIAM Student Chapter at 

Simon Fraser University during my MSc. Most recently, I served as a committee member for the 

Eastern NL Science and Technology Fair. I would love to use my expertise in event planning, 

budgeting, and coordination gained from these positions to help improve social events and other 



aspects of Math graduate student life. I am also excited about the opportunity to address any 

concerns or suggestions from computer science students within the Math GSA. 

 

Statement of Interest for Treasurer: 

 

I am interested in the position of Treasurer for the Math GSA. During my BSc, I had the pleasure 

of serving as the President of the Physics Society at Memorial University of Newfoundland. I 

also enjoyed a position as the Treasurer for the SIAM Student Chapter at Simon Fraser 

University during my MSc. Most recently, I served as a committee member for the Eastern NL 

Science and Technology Fair. I would love to use my expertise in event planning, budgeting, and 

coordination gained from these positions to help improve social events and other aspects of 

graduate student life. I am excited about the opportunity to ensure that funds provide the greatest 

benefit to all Math graduate students. 

 

 

Benjamin Anderson-Sackaney: Secretary Position  

My name is Benjamin Anderson-Sackaney and I am applying for the role of Secretary in the 

Math GSA. I am a first PhD student in Pure Mathematics, entering my second year in the fall.  I 

have already served as the Secretary for the Math GSA for the 2017- 2019 period and am 

interested in continuing my role as such. My experience with this role makes me a strong 

candidate, as well as the fact that, during my undergrad studies at Laurentian University, I served 

as a student residence representative, acting as a liaison between the Students’ General 

Association and the Thorneloe Student Residence. I view this position as a way for me to give 

back to the UWaterloo student community. It allows me to contribute directly to the organization 

and I can be informed about things happening in the University for both my sake, and the sake of 

my peers. Thank you for your consideration, I look forward to the prospect of continuing my role 

on the Math GSA.  

 

 

Nominee Name: Alison Cheeseman 

Program: PhD, Applied Math 

Year of Study: Third, as of Fall 2019 

Position Nominated for: Publicity Officer 

 



 

 

I am a third year PhD student in the Applied Math Department, and I am the current Publicity 

Officer for the Math GSA, having taken on this position partway through my first year. I have 

enjoyed being involved in the Math GSA and working to increase student engagement through 

multiple platforms (email, physical posters, various social media platforms, etc…). In addition to 

my experience with the Math GSA, I was previously involved in my departmental GSA while 

completing my Masters at UofT. I was involved first as a Social Officer and then became 

President in my final year. During both years I was very involved in both the planning of and 

advertising of social/academic events as it was a fairly small GSA, and we found we were able to 

significantly increase student engagement through the use of multiple social media platforms to 

promote our events. My goal as Publicity Officer will be that we can continue to grow the Math 

GSA and improve our ability to connect with graduate students in the math faculty. 

 

 

Nominee’s name: Abdullah Ali Sivas 

Program (Masters/PhD, department): PhD Student in Applied Mathematics 

Year of study:  At the end of third year of study 

The board position nominated for: AMATH Departmental Director  

 

A short one-paragraph statement of interest outlining why the nominee would be a good fit for 

the position: 

I was the departmental director for the last year and I enjoyed serving as one. During my 

undergraduate, I was quite engaged with student societies and culture clubs  and I served as a 

board member (at different levels) of some of them. I also took many active positions in few 

other societies. Ever since I became a graduate student, I had almost no time for anything other 

than professional activities. However, as a Master's student, I was the vice president of SIAM 

student chapter of Middle East Technical University. It was a role very well aligned with my 

interests and was easy to manage. I would like to nominate myself for the position of Chair of 

Math GSA. 

 


